The Art of Critical Reading
Instructor’s Manual

Vocabulary Exercises for Selected Essays 
The exercises that follow can be handed out for classroom work, given as homework, or used as a quiz.
Chapter 3

Selection: “Motivation and Emotion”
Use the definition and indicated paragraph number to complete the vocabulary word on the right. 

1.  illustrated by example:  (paragraph 1)


e _ _ m _ _ _ f _ _ _

2.  trivial; irrelevant:  (paragraph 1)


_ _ c _ _ _ _ q _ _ _ _ _ _ _
3.  guide:  (paragraph 1)




_ _ e _ _






4.  fundamental; basic:  (paragraph 1)


_ _ _ _ r _ _ i _ _

5.  impending:  (paragraph 6)



_ _ m _ _ _ n _

6.  occurrence:  (paragraph 7)  



_ _ e _ _ _ e _ _ _

7.  making up for:  (paragraph 7)  



_ o _ _ _ n _ _ _ _ _ _

8.  departures from the norm:  (paragraph 7) 

_ _ _ _ _ t _ _ n _

9.  longs for:  (paragraph 8)



_ _ _ r _ s

10.  most favorable:  (paragraph 11)


_ _ t _ _ a _

11.  recklessly daring person:  (paragraph 11)

d _ _ _ _ _ _ i _

12.  energized:  (paragraph 14)



i _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ e _

13.  to shock or startle:  (paragraph 14)


_ o _ _

Chapter 3

Selection: “Life on the Edge”
Fill in the missing letter for each word below.  Then place that letter on the line of the quote to complete General Patton’s statement.


prac__itioner

confisc__ting


star__


p__ril


s__ourge


vari__bles


steri__e


per__hed


__nprecedented


contemp__ate


predomin__nt

ricoche__ing

manif__station


boun__aries


omnip__esent


inh__bitions


pan__y


bespea__


__peck

“__ __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __.”  That is quite 

different from being rash.








—General George S. Patton

Chapter 5

Selection: “A Remote-Controlled Rat”
Select the word that is not related in meaning to the other words in the set.  

1.  ____    a. innate   b. extrinsic    c. inherent    d. inborn

2.  ____    a. facility    b. capability    c. difficulty    d. ease

3.  ____    a. euphoria    b. elation    c. gloom    d. well-being

4.  ____    a. dispensed    b. apportioned    c. provided    d. hoarded

5.  ____    a. scurry    b. creep    c. hasten    d. scoot

6.  ____    a. versatility    b. adaptability    c. flexibility    d. rigidity

7.  ____    a. disconcerted    b. perplexed    c. composed    d. confused

8.  ____    a. chaotic    b. disordered    c. harmonious    d. disorganized   

Chapter 5

Selection - The Life and Death of a Western Gladiator

Use the vocabulary words below to complete the crossword puzzle.

agile
concerted
defaced
fang
slim
whet
cave
delicate
dehydration
litter
symmetry
writhe
ceased
den
eminently
sac
tidbit
Across Clues





Down Clues

2.  a cave used as a place of shelter

1.  number of young brought forth 

3.  fragile; easily damaged



     at one birth

4.  stimulate





2.  marred

6.  quick; nimble




5.  a small morsel of food

7.  abnormal loss of water from the body

8.  highly; very

    (or tissue)





9.  baglike structure containing

10.  planned or devised together


     fluid

11.  the means by which poison is injected
10.  stopped; discontinued

13.  excellence of proportion


12.  twist

14.  a hollow in the earth



13.  slender
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Chapter 5

Selection: “George” 

Complete the sentences with one of the following vocabulary words.

abutted

embodies

monogamist

temerity

adherent

enamored

murky


transgressed

aloof


enclave

nomadic

unassailable

bestowed

hypocritical

pilfering

unbridled

ebullient

immunity

surreptitiously
vehemently

1.  Having lived in ten homes in the last two years, he led a ____________ existence 

2.  Her property directly  ____________ mine.    

3.  By the time he was 18, he had  ____________ most laws.  

4.  For his vacation he wanted to find a quiet  ____________ far off the beaten path.  

5.  Don’t bother offering her dessert because she is a strong  ____________ of the Atkins diet.  

6.  After missing his 12:30 curfew, Danny  ____________ crept through the house while hoping his parents wouldn’t awaken.

7.  Susan was caught  ____________ small items from the store.

8.  He was granted  __________ in exchange for his testimony.

9.  Joe is so  ____________ with Susan that I think a wedding will occur shortly.

10.  Despite unrelenting pressure from the prosecutor the defendant  ____________ proclaimed his innocence. 

11.  He is a man of such integrity that his word is considered  ____________.

12.  At the funeral, Mark stood  ____________ from the rest of the family.

13.  Her  ____________ personality helps to explain why so many people choose to be around her.  

14.  Sara searched through the ____________ water trying in vain to find her diamond ring.  

15.  She  ____________ all the traits of an excellent student.

16.  Several players had the _______________ to criticize the coach for conducting extended practices.

17.  He was a committed  ____________ who had been married for over forty years to the same wife.

18.  Regis  ____________ the $1,000, 000 prize to the winning contestant.

19.  It’s ____________ for Karen to lecture about healthy life choices when she continues to smoke.

20.  Nothing can beat a young child’s  ____________ enthusiasm for summer vacation   

Chapter 5

Selection: “The Race of a Century”
Use the vocabulary words below to complete the crossword puzzle. 

contingent
forged
grit
sect
tenacious

disgorged
frenzy
grueling
spooked
unraveled

empathy
glimmer
mingling
sync
Across Clues





Down Clues

2.  sympathy





1.  frightened, scared

5.  representative group



3.  a group deviating from 


6.  indomitable spirit; pluck



     generally accepted thought

8.  faint glimpse; inkling



4.  fell apart

10.  ejected; yielded




7.  blending

12.  extreme mental agitation; frantic

9.  stubborn  

14.  exhausting




11.  harmony

13.  moved ahead with increased 

       speed
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Chapter 6

Selection: “Why Leaves Turn Color in the Fall”
Find and circle each vocabulary word.  

bestows

haphazard

unruly

camouflage

pares


urgent

clench


perching

vivid

dupe


squint


gravity

G
S
P
E
R
C
H
I
N
G
T
U
R
Q
W
A
T
A
Z
O
B
P
L
N
A
U
T
S
V
M
P
B
I
R
S
R
V
I
V
I
D
O
S
Z
P
T
A
U
I
N
T
E
D
U
P
E
H
F
S
L
T
T
Q
P
R
F
W
P
D
A
L
Y
Y
V
P
L
C
L
E
N
C
H
F
A

T
H
A
P
H
A
Z
A
R
D
X
T
E
N
I
S
P
G
M
I
S
K
Y
O
L
E
U
G
B
E
S
T
O
W
S
I
D
O
U
R
G
E
N
T
M
V
L
T
P
A
R
E
S
O
B
K
G
E
A
L

Chapter 8

Selection: “Pseudo-psychology — Astrology”
Correct or Incorrect
Indicate whether the italicized word is used correctly or incorrectly in the sentence, by typing C or I in the blank pvoided.
_____  1.  Sasha is such an affable person that no one wants to be around her.  

_____  2.  People should be wary of allowing small children near unfenced 

swimming pools.

_____  3.  He has had so many business failures that I am very skeptical about 

investing money in any of his schemes.  

_____  4.  Tonya and Marco are perfectly compatible because they have

absolutely nothing in common.

_____  5.  Jack is so introverted that he loves being around people.  His twin

 sister Kim is so extroverted that she loves nothing better than curling up

 with a good book all by herself.  

_____  6.  Each semester before the final exam, Mirta critiques her students’ art 

portfolios.  Most appreciate her comments and suggestions.   

_____  7.  You can’t drive in Arizona without a valid driver’s license.

_____  8.  Sara is prone to keeping her thoughts to herself and so she seems

 reserved.   

Chapter 8

Selection: Excerpt from Don’t Know Much about the Universe
Synonyms and Antonyms

Indicate whether the following pairs of words are synonyms or antonyms by typing S or A in the blank provided.
_____ 1.  preceded—introduced

_____ 5.  flourish—thrive

_____ 2.  squander—conserve

_____ 6.  impious—reverent

_____ 3.  dotage—senility


_____ 7.  pagan—heathen

_____ 4.  proponents—opponents
_____ 8.  preoccupied—absorbed  

Chapter 9

Selection: “The Lady or the Tiger?”
Match the vocabulary word in column A with the correct definition in column B.

_____  1.  florid




a.  zeal; fervor

_____  2.  untrammeled



b.  maiden  

_____  3.  barbaric




c.  ordinary

_____  4.  bland




d.  ornate; showy

_____  5.  valor




e.  shifty; underhand


_____  6.  doleful




f.  court of justice

_____  7.  dire




g.  loud, sustained sound

_____  8.  retribution



h.  properly qualified

_____  9.  peals




i.  unrestrained

_____ 10.  tribunal




j.  sorrowful; mournful

_____ 11.  damsel




k.  crowded

_____ 12.  imperious



l.  crude; primitive

_____ 13.  unsurpassed



m.  terrible

_____ 14.  ardor




n.  pleasantly gentle or agreeable

_____ 15.  commonplace



o.  punishment for a wrong act

_____ 16.  competent



p.  not exceeded  

_____ 17.  thronged




q.  courage or bravery

_____ 18.  devious




r.  dictatorial; domineering  

Chapter 11

Selection: The Declaration of Independence

Select the antonym below for each set of words listed..  

abolish

endowed

ravaged

acquiesce

magnanimous
solemnly

despotism

prudence

transient

emigration











1.  stingy; mean; petty; greedy


________________  

2.  preserved; guarded



________________

3.  continuous; perpetual; everlasting

________________

4.  foolishness; senselessness; rashness
________________

5.  initiate; secure; support



________________

6.  democracy; liberalism; liberty


________________

7.  silly; jocularly




_________________

8.  immigration




_________________

9.  object; resist; dissent; refuse


_________________

10.  divested; deprived; forfeited  


_________________

Chapter 11

Selection – The Bill of Rights

Complete each sentence by selecting the words that make the best sense in the sentence passage as a whole.  

ascertained

compensation

disparage

grievances

impartial

infamous


infringed

redress

1.  It was cruel of you to ________________ me for attempting to get just ________________ from my employer.  After all, I deserve some money because it’s against the law to fire people because of their age.  

2.  Sue _______________ the facts about the _______________ outlaw by searching through old newspapers and magazines.  

3.  You ________________ on my right to breathe clean air when you smoked in our office.  We have to share the same workspace, and we need to compromise.  We need to find someone  ________________ to help us settle this dispute.   

4.  Annoyed by random locker searches, the students at Central High petitioned the school board for a  ________________ of their _______________.

Chapter 12

Selection: “Dreaming of Disconnecting a Respirator”
Select the vocabulary word that best completes the phrase. 

enigmatic


impassioned

perpetually

vegetative

weaned



1.  finally ________________ from the bottle.

2.  Mona Lisa’s ________________ smile.

3.  delivered an ________________ speech in favor of voting rights.

4.  ________________ late to class.

5.  never went out; led a ________________ life. 

Chapter 12

Selection: “The Day of the Dead”
Match each word in column A with its synonym in column B.

Column A




Column B

_____ 1.  accessible


a.  native

_____ 2.  bawdy



b.  obtainable

_____ 3.  depicting



c.  common

_____ 4.  equanimity


d.  comfort

_____ 5.  indigenous


e.  spread

_____ 6.  inevitable



f.  unavoidable

_____ 7.  partake



g.  participate

_____ 8.  prevalent



h.  vulgar

_____ 9.  solace



i.  portraying

_____10.  strewn



j.  calmness
Chapter 12

Selection: “Animal Experimentation Raises Ethical Questions”
Directions:  In each of the following groups, select the two words that are most nearly synonyms.  

_____ 1.  a. practical
b.  vapid
c.  utilitarian

d.  concise

_____ 2.  a. different
b.  alike
c.  narrow

d.  heterogeneous
_____ 3.  a. transgress
b.  relieve
c.  alleviate

d.  exacerbate

_____ 4.  a.  sacred

b.  profane
c.  inflexible

d.  unrelenting

_____ 5.  a.  helpful

b.  harmful
c.  suffering

d.  adverse

_____ 6.  a.  remiss

b.  conform
c.  negligent

d.  compromised

_____ 7.  a.  purposely
b. scrutinize
c.  accidentally
d.  inadvertently

_____ 8.  a.  applauded
b.  improved
c.  demeaned  
d.  perfected

_____ 9.  a.  holistic

b.  cruel
c.  urgent

d.  sadistic

_____10. a.  advocate
b.  tardy
c.  support

d.  lenient
Chapter 13

Selection:  “The Arts”

Select the word that fits best in the newspaper headline below.
1.  LOCAL PHILANTHROPIST DONATES MONEY FOR ANIMAL

    ________________

  
a) CONNOISSEUR

 b) SANCTUARY

  c) ELITE

2.  NEW ART MUSEUM DEEMED  ________________ BY APPROVING 

     MAYOR 

a) PROFANE

b) MEDIOCRE

c) NOTEWORTHY

3.  LAWYER FILES SUIT CITING ________________ MEDICAL TREATMENT 

     IN DEATH OF SON

a) ICONOCLASTIC

b) EQUIVALENT

c) UNORTHODOX

4.  CITY OF PEORIA WINS ________________ OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR

     NEW USE OF COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

a) INNOVATION

b) ADORNMENTS

c) DONOR

5.  U.S. TO ________________ MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.  IN PUBLIC

     CEREMONY

a) PERSONIFY

b) COMMEMORATE
c) ACCENTUATE

6.  AMATEUR CULINARY ENTHUSIAST WINS AWARD FOR NOVELLE 

     ________________

a) REALM


b) DEMEANOR

c) CUISINE

7.  LOCAL POLITICIAN TRACES  ________________ BACK TO THOMAS

     JEFFERSON, THE THIRD U.S. PRESIDENT

a) REFINED


b) LINEAGE


c) CRUDE

8.  DANGEROUS  ________________ APPREHENDED WHILE ON THE LAM 

     FROM AUTHORITIES

a) DECIPHER

b) RELATIVISTIC

c) RENEGADE
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