The Animal Rescue Foundation rescues unwanted pets from local animal shelters and finds fosters homes for them until a suitable adoptive family can be found. The Animal Angels volunteer group produces this newsletter to keep you informed on issues related to the animals we are dedicated to saving. This month's newsletter is dedicated to air travel with animals.

Is Your Pet Up for the Flight?

Before you make any travel arrangements check with your vet.  Animals that are very young or old, pregnant, ill, or injured should generally not travel.  Sometimes the best decision is not to fly with pets. Some animals do not function well in unfamiliar surroundings, and an unhappy pet can make a trip miserable for everyone.

Most vets agree that your pet should not be tranquilized during the flight. It creates an unnecessary risk of suffocation!

Choosing a Pet-friendly Airline…
When making your reservations, inquire about the airline’s Animal Welfare and Transport Policies.  All airlines must comply with the basic guidelines set forth by the Animal Welfare Act, but standards still vary between carriers. Also keep in mind the US Department of Agriculture prohibits animals from being kept in the hold or on the tarmac for more than 45 minutes when temperatures are above 85F or below 45F.

Your airline should certainly adhere to these standards, but a good airline may prohibit animals on flights to cities where temperatures exceed these limits. 

You should be sure to reserve a spot for your pet; many airlines carry a limited number of animals per flight.  Try to arrange a nonstop flight, this reduces the time your pet spends in the hold, and eliminates the possibility that your pet is placed on the wrong flight.

Verify the policy on layovers and delays. If you must have a lengthy layover, or encounter a delay, make sure you will have access to your pet; a good airline will allow you to check on your pet in these circumstances.

You may also want to inquire about hand-carrying and counter-to-counter shipping. Hand-carrying assures that your pet will not be subjected to conveyor belt accidents.  Counter-to-counter shipping ensures that your pet will be loaded right before departure and immediately after arrival. There is usually a fee for counter-to-counter shipping, but it may be worth the price for peace of mind. 

Keep in mind that the more information a carrier provides in response to your questions, the more likely your pet will be well cared for!
Buying a Pet Carrier

· The carrier should have hard sides, ventilation on at least two sides, and exterior rims to prevent blocked airflow. 

· The carrier must be large enough for the pet to stand, turn around, and lie down comfortably. Your pet should easily be able to stand, turn around, and lie down inside the carrier. 

· It should also be marked with a large, highly visible label reading "Live Animal," at least one inch tall, including arrows indicating the carrier's upright position. Never lock your pet’s carrier before departure, in an emergency, airline personnel may need access to your pet.

· Finally, both the pet and the carrier should be well marked with the owner's name, address, and phone number, and the pet's updated health certificate.
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