
safe use of equipment and materials; dealing with fire and glassware; planning safe field
trips; and being prepared to administer first aid.At the end of the section is a checklist to
assist you in planning for a safe classroom.

Animals and Plants in the Classroom 
Many teachers like to have animals and plants in the classroom. Not only are living things
motivating for students (they might lead to driving questions), but they are needed in
some investigations. However, there are a number of considerations involved in bringing
plants and animals into the classroom.

It is essential that animals be healthy and well cared for and that they not harm the stu-
dents in the class by biting, scratching,or passing on a disease.The National Science Teach-
ers Association handbook on safety in the elementary classroom (Dean,Dean,Gerlovich,&
Spiglanin,1993) suggests that several rules be adopted regarding animals in the classroom:

• Don’t let students bring in live or deceased wild animals, snapping turtles,
snakes, insects, or arachnids that might be carrying a disease.

• Make sure animals are housed properly: in clean and securely closed cages.

Portfolio Activity 10.8 SCHEDULING

Materials Needed:
• Pencil and paper or a tape recorder
• One to three teachers to interview

A. Find a teacher to interview on a Monday of a week.
Discuss with the teacher his or her lesson plans for
the week. Interview the teacher again on Friday of the
week. How did the teacher’s schedule change? Why?
What implications does this have for teaching in a
project-based environment?

B. If possible locate two more teachers—one who inte-
grates science across the curriculum and one who
teaches each subject area separately. How does the
delivery of science (integrated versus separate) affect
the schedule?

C. Record your findings in your portfolio.

410 CHAPTER 10 • HOW DO I MANAGE THE PROJECT-BASED SCIENCE CLASSROOM?

Table 10.8 STRUCTURING THE SCHOOL DAY

NUMBER OF MINUTES ALLOCATED TO SUBJECTS
• Preplan the number of minutes needed for a subject.
• Preplan the number of minutes a lesson will last.
• Have activities ready for situations in which too much time is left over.
• Become thoroughly aware of the curriculum so you know how to blend science throughout it.
• Don’t worry about the exact number of minutes actually spent on a subject or lesson.
• Be concerned with meeting curriculum goals and lesson objectives.
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