Click-Along 3.1 

More about software

(Complete Version only, p. 92)

Your textbook covers only the basic types of application software. Many other types of small-niche programs exist, some of which we discuss here. These days, there’s something for everyone.

· Programs to stop Web annoyances: Hate pop-up Web advertisements and messages? The fastest way to stop those is to turn off your browser’s JavaScript function. (As we discuss in your book, Java is a complex programming language that enables website developers to create interactive and animated web pages.) In Internet Explorer, click on Tools and select Internet Options. From the security folder, choose Custom Level, scroll down the menu to Scripting, and set Java applets to Disable. In Netscape, click on Edit in the toolbar and select preferences from the drop-down ,menu. Click on Advanced in the new menu, and then turn off JavaScript. However, these actions will interfere with some popular websites. If you want to avoid this, you can use one of the following applications to stop pop-ups:

--Pop-Up Stopper 2.6 (www.popupstopper.net/product_dpps.html).

--WebWasher (www.webwasher.com)

--AdSubtract PRO (www.adsubtract.com)

--Opera (www.opera.com)

Or try the relatively new nonprofit-group developed browser Mozilla. It lets you turn off all web-based pop-up ads. (Note that Mozilla doesn’t have yet any tech support at the time of this writing.)

· Programs for your house and garden: Can’t figure out what colors of paint to use when you redo the bathroom? Try Kelly Moore’s Click& Paint. It displays several typical rooms and lets you choose from a great number of color combinations to see on your home computer screen how the rooms would look. Similar programs are available at major paint stores.

Or try Broderbund’s 3D Home Design Suite Deluxe to create 3D models of your house and grounds. This program combines remodeling/landscaping functions. For gardening/landscaping only, try a program such as 3D Gardens & Landscaping from Data Becker.

Don’t know how to use the kitchen supplies you have available tonight to put together a good dinner? Several programs can help you do that—for example, MasterCook Deluxe (http://mastercook.sierrahome.com), Instant Home Cooking (www.topics-ent.com/cooking), Cook’n Deluxe (www.dvo.com), The Living Cookbook (www.livingcookbook.com), and Custom Cookbook (www.activision.com).

· Programs for family tree building: Today many genealogy websites exist where you can use the family knowledge you have to search for information you don’t have, such as the names of your great-great grandparents. You can find these sites by using the key term “genealogy” and doing a search with your browser. But to organize the information you find, you may want to use a family tree software program such as Family Tree Maker from Broderbund.

· Programs for font installation: As described on p. 110 in the Brief Version and p. 104 in the Complete Version of your textbook, the term font refers to a typeface style and size. If you work in desktop publishing or graphics, you may need to manage a large number of fonts. Adobe Systems provides the Adobe Type Manager program to enable you to easily purchase and download compatible fonts and manage them on your hard disk. (Having too many fonts open at one time on your hard disk can slow down system operations and cause other problems.)

These are only a few more application programs available. We’ll update you with more in a few months.

