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	Alabama
	"The Legislature shall establish, organize, and maintain a liberal system of public schools throughout the state . . . The public school fund shall be apportioned to the several counties in proportion to the number of school children of school age therein . . ." Alabama Constitution, Art. XIV, Sec. 256.
	Alabama Coalition for Equity, Inc v. Hunt. WL 204083 (Ala Cir 1993) (also attached as an Appendix to Opinion of the Justices,  624 So.2d 107 (1993))
	1993
	
	Overturned the Alabama statutory system for education finance.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy and Equity

	
	
	Opinion of the Justices,  624 So.2d 107 (1993)
	
	1993
	Advisory Opinion informing the legislature that it needed to comply with the order in the Alabama Coalition for Equity case.
	
	
	

	
	
	Ex parte James, 713 So.2d 869 (Al. Sup. Ct. 1997)
	
	1997
	Stayed implementation of the Alabama Coalition for Equity trial court’s remedy to give the legislature time to form a remedy; trial court retained jurisdiction.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy and Equity

	
	
	Ex parte James, 2002 Ala. Lexis 166 (2002)
	
	2002
	Dismissed the case to permit the legislature to form a remedy.  Several members of the court hinted that the original Alabama Coalition for Equity case might be decided differently today.
	
	
	

	Alaska
	"The legislature shall . . . establish and maintain a system of public schools open to all the children of the state." Alaska Constitution, Art. VII, Sec. 1.
	Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District v. State, 931 P.2d 391 (1997)
	
	1997
	Upheld Alaskan school funding scheme for education and school construction
	
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Kassayulie vs. State, Case No. 3AN97-3782 Civ 


	1999
	
	Trial court declared unconstitutional the state’s system for capital funding.
	
	
	

	Arizona
	“The legislature shall enact such laws as shall provide for the establishment and maintenance of a general and uniform public school system” Arizona Constitution, Art. XI Sec. 1. 

"The Legislature shall provide for a system of common schools by which a free school shall be established and maintained in every school district for at least six months in each year. . ." Arizona Constitution, Art. XI, Sec. 6.


	Shofstall v. Hollins, 110 Ariz. 88, 515 P.2d 590 (1973)
	1972
	1973
	Upheld Arizona school finance system.
	
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Roosevelt Elementary School v. Bishop, 179 Ariz. 233, 877 P.2d 806 (1994)


	
	1994
	Overturned facilities finance scheme for violation of the Uniformity Clause.
	Yes
	
	Equity: uniformity required even if each child receives an adequate education

	
	
	Hull v. Albrecht, 190 Ariz. 520, 950 P.2d 1141 (1997)
	
	1997
	Overturned ABC facilities financing scheme due to violation of the Uniformity Clause.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	Hull v. Albrecht, 192 Ariz. 34, 960 P.2d 634 (1998)
	
	1998
	Overturned the Students First facilities financing scheme due to violation of the Uniformity Clause.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	Arkansas
	"[T]he State shall ever maintain a general, suitable and efficient system of free schools whereby all persons in the State between the ages of six and twenty-one years may receive gratuitous instruction." Arkansas Constitution. Art. 14, Sec. 1.
	Alma School Dist., No. 30 of Crawford County, et al. v. Dupree, et al., No. 77-406 (Ch. Ct. of Pulaski Cty., Ark., Oct. 26, 1981)
	1981
	
	Overturned 
	Yes
	Yes
	

	
	
	Dupree v. Alma School Dist. No. 30, 279 Ark. 340, 651 S.W. 2d 90 (1983)
	1983
	
	Overturned Arkansas school finance scheme
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Tucker v. Lakeview School Dist. #25, 323 Ark. 693, 917 S.W.2d 530 (1996)
	
	1996
	Refused to hear the appeal of a case declaring the Arkansas school finance system unconstitutional because the trial judge stayed entering the order for 2 years to give the state time to cure the defects.
	Yes (in the lower court)
	Yes (in the lower court)
	Not clear from the Supreme Court opinion which theory the lower court used.

	
	
	Lakeview School Dist. #25 v. Huckabee, 340 Ark. 481, 10 S.W.3d 892 (2000)
	
	2000
	The plaintiffs and the state jointly proposed an Agreed Order to dismiss the case.  The Chancery Court judge refused to enter the order.  The Supreme Court held that the plaintiffs could pursue their case despite having agreed to dismiss the case.  After the judge refused to enter the Agreed Order, the parties were no longer bound by their agreement and could move forward as they saw fit.
	
	
	

	California
	"The Legislature shall provide for a system of common schools by which a free school shall be kept up and supported in each district at least six months in every year. . ." California Constitution, Art. IX, Sec. 1.
	Serrano v. Priest, 5 Cal. 3d 584, 487 P.2d 1241, 96 Cal. Rptr. 601 (1971) (Serrano I)
	
	1971
	Reversed demurrer dismissing the case (without reaching the merits of the case, held that plaintiffs’ case could not be dismissed without a hearing)
	
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Serrano v. Priest, 18 Cal. 3d 728, 557 P.2d 929, 135 Cal. Rptr. 345, (Serrano II) (1976), reh. denied, Jan. 27, 1977; as modified Feb. 1, 1977 cert. denied, 432 U.S. 907 (1977)
	
	1976
	Overturned CA school funding statutes (applied strict scrutiny test).
	
	Yes
	Equity

	Colorado
	"The general assembly shall, as soon as practicable, provide for the establishment and maintenance of a thorough and uniform system of free public schools throughout the state. . ." Colorado Constitution, Art. IX, Sec. 2.
	Lujan v. Colorado State Bd. of Educ., 649 P.2d 1005 (1982); rehearing denied
	
	1982
	Upheld Colorado school finance system as being rationally related to a legitimate state purpose.
	
	Yes (Equal Protection component of state Due Process Clause)
	Equity

	
	
	Giaradino vs. Colorado State Board of Education, Case No. 98-CV-0246


	1999
	
	Case settled.
	
	
	

	Connecticut
	"There shall always be free public elementary and secondary schools in the state." Connecticut Constitution, Art. B, Sec. 1.
	Horton v. Meskill, 172 Conn. 615, 376 A.2d 359 (1977) (Horton I)
	
	1977
	Overturned Connecticut school finance system (applied strict scrutiny test).
	
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Horton v. Meskill, 195 Conn. 24, 486 A.2D 1099 (Conn. Sup. Ct. 1985) (Horton III)
	
	1985
	Upheld Connecticut school finance system as modified by post-Horton I legislation.
	
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Johnson v. Rowland


	2002
	
	Case pending at the trial court level.
	
	
	

	Florida
	"Adequate provision shall be made by law for a uniform system of free public schools. . ." Florida Constitution, Art. IX, Sec. 1.
	Coalition for Adequacy and Fairness in School Funding v. Chiles, 680 So. 2d 400 (1996)
	
	1996
	Upheld the adequacy of funding of the Florida school finance system.
	Yes
	1
	Adequacy

	
	
	Faith L. Honore vs. Florida State Board of Education, Case No. CV-99-17


	
	
	Case pending.
	
	
	

	Georgia
	"The provision of an adequate education for the citizens shall be a primary obligation of the State of Georgia, the expense of which shall be provided for by taxation." Georgia Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. I (Georgia Code Sec. 2-4901).
	Thomas v. Stewart, No. 8375 (Sup. Ct. of Polk Cty.), rev'd in part and aff'd in part sub. nom., McDaniel v. Thomas, 248 Ga. 632, 285 S.E. 2d 156 (1981)
	
	1981
	Upheld Georgia school finance system against adequacy and equal protection challenges.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy and Equity

	Idaho
	"[I]t shall be the duty of the legislature of Idaho to establish and maintain a general, uniform and thorough system of public, free common schools." Idaho Constitution, Art. IX, sec. 1.
	Thompson v. Engleking, 96 Idaho 793, 537 P.2d 635 (1975)
	
	1975
	Upheld Idaho school financing system against Uniformity and Equal Protection challenges.
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Idaho Schools for Equal Educational Opportunity v. Evans, 123 Idaho 753, 850 P.2d 724 (1993)
	
	1993
	Partially reversed demurrer dismissing the suit; Upheld Idaho school financing system against Equal Protection and Uniformity Clause challenges; Remanded to trial court to try the Thoroughness Clause challenge.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy: not specifically stated, but “thoroughness” seems to be similar to adequacy.

	
	
	Idaho Schools for Equal Educational Opportunity v. Idaho State Board of Ed., 128 Idaho 276, 912 P.2d 644 (1996)
	
	1996
	Reversed trial court order dismissing the case as moot after the state modified its finance system.
	
	
	

	
	
	Idaho Schools for Equal Educational Opportunity v. Idaho State Board of Ed., 132 Idaho 559, 976 P.2d 913 (1999)
	
	1999
	Upheld system of state funding of capital improvements, but reversed summary judgment ruling that the state has no duty to provide funding to ensure a safe learning environment.  Trial court must determine if the state has fulfilled its duty to provide safe schools.
	Yes (in the lower court; Supreme Court did not reach the merits on the issue of safe learning environment)
	
	Adequacy

	Illinois
	"A fundamental goal of the People of the State is the educational development of all persons to the limits of their capacities. The State shall provide for an efficient system of high quality public education institutions and services. . . The State has primary responsibility for financing the system of public education." Illinois Constitution, Art. X, Sec. 1.
	McInnis v. Shapiro, 293 F. Supp. 327 (N.D. ILL) (1968), aff'd sub. nom. McInnis v. Oglivie, 394 U.S. 322 (1969)
	Fed 1968
	
	Upheld Illinois school financing statutes against a challenge based on the federal Equal Protection Clause.
	
	Yes (federal)
	Equity

	
	
	People v. Adams, 40 Ill. App. 3d, 350 N.E. 2d 767 (1976)
	1976
	
	Upheld Illinois system of school finance.
	
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Blase v. Illinois, 302 N.E. 2d 46 (1973)
	1968
	1973
	Upheld Illinois financing scheme;  Primary Responsibility Clause does not require the state to fund 50% or more of the costs of public education.
	Yes
	
	Neither (Case decided based on legislative history of the state constitution.)

	
	
	Committee for Educational Rights v. Edgar, 174 Ill.2d 1 672 N.E.2d 1178 (1996)
	
	1996
	Upheld state funding scheme because a “high quality” education is not justiciable and education is not a fundamental right.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy and equity arguments rejected by the court.

	
	
	Lewis E. v. Spagnolo, 186 Ill.2d 198, 710 N.E.2d 798 (1999)
	
	1999
	Upheld school finance system because the quality of schools is not a justiciable issue.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy theory advanced by the plaintiffs.

	Iowa
	“The general assembly shall encourage, by all suitable means, the promotion of intellectual, scientific, moral, and agricultural improvement.”  Iowa Constitution, Art. IX, 2nd, Sec. 3. 


	Coalition for a Common Cents Solution v. State
	Filed 2002
	
	Case pending
	
	
	

	Kansas
	"The legislature shall provide for intellectual, educational, vocational and scientific improvement by establishing and maintaining public schools. . Kansas Constitution, Art. 6, Sec. 1.
	Knowles v. State Board of Educ., 547 P.2d 699 (Kan. 1976).
	
	1976
	Trial court overruled 1973 Act.  The Act was amended in 1975, so the case was remanded to the trial court for consideration of the constitutionality of the 1975 Act.
	Yes
	Yes
	Neither used as the case was remanded with no decision on the merits.

	
	
	Knowles v. Kansas, No. 77CV251 (Shawnee Dist. CL. 1981)
	1981
	1981
	Upheld
	
	
	

	
	
	Mock, et al. v. Kansas, Case No. 90-CV-0918 (Shawnee Co. Dist. Ct. 1991)
	1991
	
	Overturned
	Yes
	Yes
	

	
	
	Unified School District 229 et al. v. Kansas, 885 P.2d 1170 (1994)
	1994
	1994
	Upheld Kansas financing statutes.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy and equity arguments considered and rejected.

	
	
	Robinson v. Kansas, 117 F.Supp. 2d 1124 (Kan. 2000) (affirmed 295 F.3d 1183 (10th cir. 2002))
	Fed 2000, 2002
	
	Pending case challenging the Kansas school finance system on Title VI, Rehabilitation Act and ADA grounds.  Court ruled that the plaintiffs had alleged facts sufficient to defeat a motion to dismiss and that Kansas waived its 11th Amendment sovereign immunity defense.  The case was remanded to the trial court to proceed on its merits.
	
	Yes (federal Equal Protection Clause)
	

	
	
	Montoy v. Kansas (99-C-1788 Shawnee County District Court)
	2002
	
	Case dismissed 
	
	
	

	Kentucky
	"The General Assembly shall by appropriate legislation, provide for an efficient system of common schools throughout the state." Kentucky Constitution, Sec. 183
	Rose v. Council for Better Education, 790 S.W. 2d 186 (Kent. 1989)
	
	1989
	Overturned the Kentucky school finance statutes because they violated the Efficiency Clause of the Constitution.  “The entire system of common schools” in Kentucky was held unconstitutional  (emphasis in original).
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy

	Louisiana
	"The legislature shall provide for a public educational system of the state to consist of all public schools . . . and enact laws on all matters regarding the terms and qualifications for admission to the public schools." Louisiana Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 1
	Charlet v. State (Consolidated with Minimum Foundation Program v. State), 713 So.2d 1199 (1998)
	
	1998
	Upheld the Louisiana funding system on summary judgment as a matter of law.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy argument rejected

	Maine
	". . . [T]he legislatures are authorized and it shall be their duty to require, the several towns to make suitable provision at their own expense, for the support and maintenance of public schools . . ." Maine Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 1
	School Administrative District No. 1 v. Commissioner, 659 A.2d 854 (Me. Sup. Ct. 1995)
	
	1995
	Upheld the Maine finance scheme.
	
	Yes
	Equity: court noted that there was no allegation of an inadequate education.

	Maryland
	"The General Assembly. . .shall, by law, establish throughout the state a thorough and efficient system of free public schools." Md. Const. art. VIII, sec. 1.
	Hornbeck v. Somerset County Board of Education, 295 Md. 597, 458 A.2d 758 (1983)
	
	1983
	Upheld Maryland finance system.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy of education was considered: court stated there was no finding by the trial court that the provided education was inadequate.

	
	
	Montgomery County v. Bradford, 345 Md. 175, 691 A.2d 1281 (1997)
	1997
	
	No decision; negotiated settlement.
	Yes
	
	

	Massachusetts
	"[I]t shall be the duty of legislatures and magistrates, in all future periods of this common-wealth, to cherish the interests of literature and the sciences, and all seminaries of them;. . ., public schools and grammar schools in the towns. . ." Massachusetts, Constitution, Part II, Ch. 5 Sec. 2.
	McDuffy v. Sec'y of Exec. Office of Educ., 615 N.E.2d 516 (1993)
	
	1993
	Held that Massachusetts was failing to fulfill its duty to educate children adequately, but declined to invalidate any particular part of the statutory scheme.  Case remanded to trial court to ensure that the legislature modified the statutes so as to fulfill its duty.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	Michigan
	"The legislature shall maintain and support a system of free public elementary and secondary schools as defined by law. . ." Michigan Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 2.
	State Treasurer v. Governor, 203 N.W. 2d 457 (1972), vacated mem., 212 N.W. 2d 711 (1973)
	
	1973
	Upheld (Court vacated the 1972 decision  which held that the finance system was unconstitutional)
	
	
	Neither

	
	
	East Jackson Public Schools v. State of Michigan, 348 N.W.2d 303 (Mich. App. 1984)
	1984
	
	Upheld finance system
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity (actually equality of funding)

	
	
	Durant v. State, 456 Mich. 175, 566 N.W. 2d 272 (Durant I) (1997)
	
	1997
	Held that the “Headlee Amendment” (a state constitutional amendment which imposes various revenue and tax limits on state and local governments) requires the state to pay for certain educational activities and services.  
	
	
	Neither

	
	
	Durant v. State, 238 Mich. App. 185, 605 N.W. 2d 66 (Durant II) (1999)
	1999
	
	Overturned part of the finance scheme as being in conflict with the Headlee Amendment.
	
	
	Neither

	
	
	Durant v. Michigan, 251 Mich. App. 297 (Durant III) (2002).


	2002
	
	Upheld financing system passed in response to Durant II.
	
	
	Neither

	Minnesota
	". . . it shall be the duty of the legislature to establish a general and uniform system of public schools." Minnesota Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 1.
	Van Dusartz v. Hatfield, 334 F. Supp. 870 (Minn. 1971)
	Fed 1971
	
	Overturned Minnesota financing law on grounds of the Federal Equal Protection Clause.  (No longer valid precedent.)
	
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Skeen v. Minnesota, 505 N.W. 2d 299 (1993)
	
	1993
	Upheld Minnesota funding scheme, reasoning that minor funding differences do not invalidate a system in which every child receives an adequate education.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy

	Missouri
	" . . . the general assembly shall establish and maintain free public schools for the gratuitous instruction of all persons in this state within ages not in excess of twenty-one years as prescribed by law." Missouri Constitution, Art. IX, Sec. 1a.
	Committee for Educational Equality v. Missouri, Case No. CV190-137-1CC (1993)
	1993
	
	Overruled part of the financing system.
	
	
	

	
	
	Committee for Educational Equality v. Missouri. 878 S.W.2d 446 (1994)
	
	1994
	Dismissed for lack of jurisdiction (no decision on the merits).
	
	
	

	
	
	Committee for Educational Equality v. Missouri. 976 S.W.2d 62 (1998)
	
	1998
	High court ruled school finance legislation enacted in response to 1993 decision was constitutional.
	
	
	

	Montana
	"It is the goal of the people to establish a system of education which will develop the full educational potential of each person. Equality of educational opportunity is guaranteed to each person of the state." Montana Constitution, Art. X, Sec. 1.
	Helena Elementary School District No. One v. Montana, 236 Mont. 44, 769 P.2d 684 (1989)
	
	1989
	Overturned finance system because state’s failure to adequately fund its Foundation Program led to spending disparities, which denied each student equal educational opportunity.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	Columbia Falls v. State Case # BDV-2002-528
	
	
	Case pending.
	
	
	

	Nebraska
	"The legislature shall provide for the free instruction in the common schools of this State of all persons between the ages of five and twenty-one years." Nebraska Constitution, Art. VII, Sec. 6
	Gould v. Orr, 244 Neb. 163, 506 N.W. 2d 349 (1993)
	
	1993
	Upheld state’s finance system when pleadings failed to allege that a disparity in funding led to inadequacies in education.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	New Hampshire
	"[I]t shall be the duty of the legislators and magistrates. In all future periods of this government, to cherish the interest of literature and the sciences, and all seminaries and public schools. . ." New Hampshire Constitution, Part II, Art. 83.
	Jesseman v. New Hampshire, Eq. No. 89-E-088 (Merrimac Cty. Sup. Ct. 1982)
	
	1982
	Upheld
	
	
	

	
	
	Claremont School District v. Governor, 138 N.H. 183, 635 A.2d 1375 (1993)
	
	1993
	Remanded case to trial court due to trial court’ erroneous ruling that the state had no duty to provide children with an adequate education.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy

	
	
	Claremont School District v. Governor, 142 N.H. 462, 703 A.2d 1353 (1997)
	
	1997
	Overturned school finance system because dissimilar, unreasonable tax burdens impedes the State’s ability to provide an adequate education.
	Yes
	Plaintiffs raised this issue, but the court did not decide it after ruling on Education Clause grounds.
	Adequacy

	
	
	Opinion of the Justices (School Financing) 142 N.H. 892, 712 A.2d 1080 (1998)
	
	1998
	Advisory opinion informing the legislature that the pending revision of the school finance statutes would not be constitutional.
	
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	Claremont School District v. Governor, 143 N.H. 154, 725 A.2d 648 (1998)
	
	1998
	Court denied motion for an extension of time to cure the statutory defects.
	
	
	

	
	
	Claremont School District v. Governor, 144 N.H. 210, 744 A.2d 1107 (1999)
	
	1999
	Overruled legislature’s “phase-in” of a statewide property tax (the phase-in time was not constitutional).
	
	
	

	
	
	Opinion of the Justices (Reformed Public School Financing) 145 N.H. 474, 765 A.2d 673 (2000)
	
	2000
	Advisory opinion informing the legislature that another pending revision of the school finance statutes would not be constitutional.
	Yes
	
	A type of Equity theory: if the state chooses to finance education through a state-wide property tax, “the tax must be equal and proportional across the State.”

	
	
	Claremont School District v. Governor, 147 N.H. 499, 794 A.2d 744 (2002)
	
	2002
	Overruled finance system due to the state’s failure to met its duty of including standards of accountability in the system.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	New Jersey
	"The legislature shall provide for the maintenance and support of a thorough and efficient system of free public schools. . ."New Jersey Constitution, Art. 8, Sec. 4.
	Robinson v. Cahill, 62 N.J. 473, 303 A.2d 273, cert. Denied sub. nom., Dickey v. Robinson, 414 U.S. 976, (1973) (Robinson I); after remand, 355 A.2d 129 (1976) (Robinson II)
	1972 
	1973
	Overturned because the school finance statutes failed to meet the constitutional mandates of New Jersey.
	Yes
	Ruled Equal protection did not apply.
	Equity

	
	
	Abbott v. Burke, 100 N.J. 269, 405 A.2d 376 (1985) (Abbott I)
	
	1985
	Remanded case to the Commissioner of education for an administrative hearing.
	
	
	

	
	
	Abbott v. Burke, 119 N.J. 287, 575 A.2d 359 (1990) (Abbott II)
	
	1990
	Overturned financing system as applied to students in poorer urban districts which did not provide a thorough and efficient education.
	Yes
	
	Equity

	
	
	Abbott v. Burke, 136 N.J. 444, 643 A.2d 575 (1994) (Abbott III)
	
	1994
	Overturned the Quality Education Act because the state did not guarantee the required level of funding for poorer, urban school districts.
	Yes
	
	Equity

	
	
	Abbott v. Burke, 149 N.J. 145, 693 A.2d 417 (1997) (Abbott IV)
	
	1997
	Overturned school financing act because it did not assure the necessary expenditures to enable students to meet state content standards and it did not account for the special needs of the urban, poorer school districts.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	Abbott v. Burke, 153 N.J. 480, 710 A.2d 450 (1998) (Abbott V)
	
	1998
	Ruled that the state must implement various supplemental programs to meet the needs of students in urban, poorer school districts.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	Abbott v. Burke, 163 N.J. 95, 748 A.2d 82 (2000) (Abbott VI)
	
	2000
	Ruled that the state must implement various preschool programs in compliance with the standards set forth in Abbott V.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	Abbott v. Burke, 164 N.J. 84, 751 A.2d 1032 (2000) (Abbott VII)
	
	2000
	Ruled that the state must fund all the costs of facilities remediation and construction in “Abbott Districts”.  Also held that districts can be removed from the list of “Abbott Districts” when they no longer possess the requisite characteristics.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	Keaveney vs. New Jersey Department of Education, EDU 2637-00


	2000
	
	Administrative judge ruled that 17 rural school districts could proceed with their suit in which they seek to be treated like “Abbott Districts”.
	
	
	

	
	
	Abbott v. Burke, 170 N.J. 537, 790 A.2d 842 (2002) (Abbott VIII)
	2002
	
	Placed a timetable on the implementation of the programs discussed in Abbott V and Abbott VI.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	Abbott v. Burke, 172 N.J. 294, 798 A.2d 602 (2002) (Abbott IX)
	
	2002
	Stayed increases in funding for “Abbott Districts” the 2002-2003 school year.
	
	
	

	New Mexico
	A uniform system of free public schools sufficient for the education of, and open to, all the children of school age in the state shall be established and maintained.  New Mexico Constitution, Article XII, Section 1


	The Zuni Public School District et al. vs. State of New Mexico, Case No. CV98-14-II
	2000
	
	Court held unconstitutional the state’s capital finance system.
	
	
	

	New York
	"The legislature shall provide for the maintenance and support of a system of free common schools, wherein all the children of the state may be educated." New York Constitution, Art. 11, Sec. 1.
	Board of Education, Levittown v. Nyquist, 57 N.Y.2d 27, 439 N.E.2d 359, 453 N.Y.S.2d 643 (1982)
	
	1982
	Upheld state finance system despite large variations in funding between school districts.
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	REFIT v. Cuomo, 86 N.Y.2d, 279, 655 N.E.2d 647, 631 N.Y.S. 2d 551 (1995)
	
	1995
	Upheld state finance system despite extreme variations in funding between school districts.
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Campaign for Fiscal Equity v. New York, 86 N.Y.2d 307, 655 N.E.2d 661, 631 N.Y.S. 2d 565 (1995)
	
	1995
	Affirmed lower court dismissal of claims based on the equal protection Clauses (state and federal); reversed dismissal of Title VI claim, as well as an Education Clause claim where an adequacy argument was raised.
	Yes
	Court dismissed the Equal protection claim
	Adequacy (Court permitted an adequacy theory to be advanced because that argument had not raised in previous cases.)

	
	
	Campaign for Fiscal Equity v. New York, 744 N.Y.S.2d 130 (2002) (overruled 719 N.Y.S.2d 475)
	2002
	
	Overturned lower court ruling and upheld state finance system as meeting the “minimally adequate” standard of the NY constitution.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy (The level of adequacy required is “minimal.”)

	North Carolina
	"The General Assembly shall provide by taxation and otherwise for a general and uniform system of free public schools . . ." North Carolina Constitution, Art. IX, Sec. 2.
	Britt v. North Carolina Board of Education, 86 N.C. App 282, 357 S.E. 2d 432 aff'd mem. 320 N.C. 790, 361 S.E. 2d 71 (1987)
	
	1987
	Upheld NC school finance system.
	Yes
	
	Equity

	
	
	Leandro v. State, 346 N.C. 336, 488 S.E.2d 249 (1997)
	1996
	1997
	Ruled state education clause guarantees a basic education program. Remanded to trial to determine if current system is adequate for a basic education.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	Hoke County v. State (Case # 95CVS1158)


	2001
	
	Court held that the needs of at risk students are not being met, so the state must spend funds to ensure that at risk students receive a sound, basic education prior to spending funds for any other educational purpose.  The state must reallocate existing funds to meet this need.
	
	
	Adequacy

	North Dakota
	". . . the legislative assembly shall make provision for the establishment and maintenance of a system of public schools which shall be open to all children of the State of North Dakota and free from sectarian control." North Dakota Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 147.
	Bismarck Public School District No. 1 v. North Dakota, 511 N.W. 2d 247 (1994)
	
	1994
	Upheld ND finance system.  (Note: 3 of the 5 justices held the system to be unconstitutional, but 4 justices are required to hold a statute unconstitutional in ND.)
	
	Yes
	Equity

	Ohio
	"The general assembly shall make such provisions, by taxation, or otherwise, as, with the income arising from the school trust fund, will secure a thorough and efficient system of common schools throughout the state. . ." Ohio Constitution, Art. XI, Sec. 2.
	Board of Education of the City School Dist. of Cincinnati v. Walter, 58 Ohio St. 2d 368, 390 N.E. 2d 813 (1979)
	
	1979
	Upheld Ohio finance system.
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	DeRolph et al. v. State, 78 Ohio St. 3d 193, 677 N.E.2d 733 (1997) (DeRolph I)
	
	1997
	Overturned Ohio school finance system because it failed to provide a thorough and efficient system of public schools.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	DeRolph et al. v. State, 89 Ohio St. 3d 1, 728 N.E.2d 993 (2000) (DeRolph II)
	
	2000
	Gave state more time to improve legislation passed in response to DeRolph I.  The most glaring flaw of the new legislation was over reliance on local property taxation.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	DeRolph et al. v. State, 93 Ohio St. 3d 309, 754 N.E.2d 1184 (2001) (DeRolph III)
	
	2001
	Upheld in principle, but modifications must be made to the legislation.
	Yes
	
	

	
	
	DeRolph et al. v. State, 93 Ohio St. 3d 628, 758 N.E.2d 1113 (2001)
	
	2001
	Court granted a motion for a rehearing, but ordered the parties into mediation prior to the rehearing.
	
	
	

	
	
	DeRolph et al. v. State (Master Commissioner’s Report).  Can be found at: http://www.sconet.state.oh.us/derolph/bellman3-21.pdf
	2002 (Mediator)
	
	Mediator reported that the mediation failed.  The case will return to the Supreme Court.
	
	
	

	Oklahoma
	"The Legislature shall establish and maintain a system of free public schools wherein all children of the state may be educated." Oklahoma Constitution, Art. 13, Sec. 1.
	Fair School Finance Council of Okla, Inc. v. Oklahoma, 87 OK 114, 746 P.2d 1135 (1987)
	
	1987
	Upheld school finance system despite funding differences where plaintiffs conceded that education in the state was adequate.
	
	Yes
	Adequacy

	
	
	Grimes v. City of Oklahoma City, 2002 OK 47, 49 P.3d 719 (2002) 
	
	2002
	Upheld law permitting school districts to raise local property tax revenue.
	Yes
	
	

	Oregon
	"The Legislative Assembly shall provide by law for the establishment of a uniform, and general system of common schools." Oregon Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 3.
	Olsen v. State, 276 Ore. 9, 554 P.2d 139 (OR 1976)
	
	1976
	Upheld Oregon system of finance
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Coalition for Equitable School Funding v. Oregon, 311 Ore. 300, 811 P.2d 116 (1991)
	
	1991
	Upheld Oregon system of finance.
	Yes
	
	Equity

	
	
	Withers v. State, 133 Ore. App. 377, 891 P.2d 675 (1995)
	1995
	
	Upheld the “phase-in” provision of a new school finance system.
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	Pennsylvania
	"The General Assembly shall provide for the maintenance of a thorough and efficient system of public education to serve the needs of the Commonwealth." Pennsylvania Constitution, Art. 3, Sec. 14.
	Danson v. Casey, 484 Pa. 415, 399 A.2d 360 (1979)
	
	1979
	Upheld school finance system.
	Yes
	
	Equity

	
	
	Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools v. Ridge, 558 Pa. 374, 737 A.2d 246 (1998)
	
	1998
	Upheld (no reasoning provided)
	
	
	

	
	
	Marrero v. State, 599 Pa. 14, 739 A.2d 110 (1999)
	
	1999
	Upheld school finance system because the system is within the exclusive realm of the legislature.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy argument rejected by the court.

	Rhode Island
	". . . it shall be the duty of the general assembly to promote public schools . . ." Rhode Island Constitution, Art. XII, Sec. 1.
	City of Pawtucket v. Sundlun, 662 A.2d 40 (RI 1995)
	
	1995
	Upheld school finance system.
	Yes 
	Yes
	Adequacy and equity arguments rejected by the court.

	
	
	Town of Exeter vs. State of Rhode Island, Case No. 99-5351


	2000
	
	Trial court dismissed plaintiffs’ challenge to the school finance system.
	
	
	

	South Carolina
	" The General Assembly shall provide for the maintenance and support of a system of free public schools open to all children in the state and shall establish, organize and support such other public institutions of learning as may be desirable." South Carolina Constitution, Art. XI, Sec. 3.
	Richland County v. Campbell, 294 S.C. 346, 364 S.E.2d 470 (1988)
	
	1988
	Upheld school finance system
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Abbeville Co. School District v. State, 335 S.C. 58, 515 S.E.2d 535 (1999)
	
	1999
	Upheld state finance system on Equal Protection grounds; remanded case to trial court for trial on Education Clause challenge to the finance system.
	Yes
	Yes (challenge to statutes failed on Equal protection grounds)
	Adequacy

	South Dakota
	"[I]t shall be the duty of the legislature to establish and maintain a general and uniform system of public schools wherein tuition shall be without charge, and equally open to all; and to adopt all suitable means to secure to the people the advantages and opportunities of education." South Dakota, Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 1.
	Oster v. Kneip (S.D. Hughes Cty. Cir. Court)
	
	Filed in 1977; no decision.
	
	
	
	

	Tennessee
	". . . it shall be the duty of the General Assembly in all future periods of this government, to cherish literature and science. And the fund called the common school fund . . . shall be inviolably appropriated to the support and encouragement of common schools throughout the state . . ." Tennessee Constitution, Art. XI, Sec. 12.
	Tennessee Small School Systems v. McWherter, 851 S.W.2d 139 (Tenn 1993)
	
	1993
	Overturned school finance system due to substantial differences in the educational opportunity provided to different children.
	
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Tennessee Small School Systems v. McWherter, 894 S.W. 2d 734 (Tenn 1995)
	
	1995
	Upheld revised school finance system, except for the provision that did not require teacher salaries to be equalized.
	Yes
	Yes
	Adequacy and Equity

	Texas
	"[I]t shall be the duty of the legislature of the state to establish and make suitable provision for the support and maintenance of an efficient system of public free schools." Texas Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 1.
	San Antonio Independent School District v. Rodriguez, 411 U.S. 1 (1973)
	
	Fed 1973
	Upheld school finance system against a federal Equal Protection claim by applying the rational basis test.
	
	Yes (federal)
	Equity

	
	
	Edgewood Independent School District v. Kirby, 777 S.W.2d 391 (Tex 1989)
	
	1989
	Overturned school finance system because large inequities in funding between districts violated the Efficiency Clause of the constitution.
	Yes
	
	Equity

	
	
	Edgewood Independent School District v. Kirby, 804 S.W.2d 491 (Tex 1991)
	
	1991
	Overturned revised school finance system because large inequities in funding between districts violated the Efficiency Clause of the constitution.
	Yes
	
	Equity

	
	
	Carrollton-Farmers Branch Independent School District v. Edgewood Independent School District, 826 S.W.2d 489 (Tex 1992)
	
	1992
	Overturned school finance system because it was funded through an unconstitutional state ad valorem tax which gave localities no discretion in setting the tax rate.
	Yes
	
	Equity

	
	
	Edgewood v. Meno, 893 S.W.2d 450 (Tex 1995)
	
	1995
	Upheld reform legislation, but noted that a challenge to the adequacy of the facilities provision failed only due to lack of evidence to support the claim.
	Yes
	
	Equity

	
	
	West Orange-Cove Consolidated Independent School District v. Alanis, 78 S.W.3d 529 (Tex 2002)
	2002
	
	Upheld the school finance system.  One of the state’s responses to the Carrollton-Farmers case was to provide localities with the option to set a local property tax rate within certain limits.  However, localities had to tax at a high enough rate to ensure their students received an adequate education.  Plaintiffs argued that they were forced to tax at the maximum allowable rate, meaning the state had effectively removed all discretion from localities.  The lawsuit was dismissed because plaintiffs did not allege that they needed to tax at the maximum rate to provide an accredited education, but that they needed to tax at that rate to provide the level of education  they wanted to provide.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	Vermont
	"Laws for the encouragement of virtue and prevention of vice and immorality ought to be constantly kept in force, and duly executed; and a competent number of schools ought to be maintained in each town . . ." Vermont Constitution, Chap. II, Art. 64.
	Brigham v. State, 166 Vt. 246, 692 A.2d 384 (1997)
	
	1997
	Overturned school finance system because it failed to provide equal educational opportunity due to substantial differences in funding between districts.
	
	Yes
	Equity

	Virginia
	"The General Assembly shall provide for a system of free public elementary and secondary schools for all children of school age throughout the commonwealth, and shall seek to ensure that an educational program of high quality is established and continually maintained." Virginia Constitution, Art. VIII, Sec. 1.
	Scott v. Commonwealth of Virginia, 247 Va. 379, 443 S.E. 2d 138 (1994)
	
	1994
	Upheld school finance system against an Equal Protection claim because the constitution does not require equality of education.
	
	Yes
	Equity

	Washington
	"The legislature shall provide for a general and uniform system of public schools." Washington Constitution, Art. IX, Sec. 2.
	Northshore v. Kinnear, 84 Wn. 2d 685, 530 P.2d 178 (1974)
	
	1974
	Upheld school finance statues.
	Yes
	Yes
	

	
	
	Seattle Sch. Dist. No. 1 of King County v. State, 90 Wn.2d 476, 585 P.2d 71 (1978)
	
	1978
	Overturned school finance system which relied in part upon special levies to meet the basic education requirements of students (special levies can be used to fund enrichment programs, however).
	Yes
	
	Adequacy type of theory (state must fund a basic education for all students)

	West Virginia
	"The legislature shall provide, by general law, for a thorough and efficient system of free schools." West Virginia Constitution, Art. XII, Sec. 1.
	Pauley v. Kelly, 162 W. Va. 672, 259 S.E. 2d 859 (W. Va. 1979), on remand sub nom Pauley v. Bailey, C.A. No. 75-126; (Cir. Ct. Kanawha Cty., W. Va., May 11, 1982)
	
	1979
	Reversed judgment dismissing the complaint.  Held that the state has a duty to provide a thorough and efficient education system for each child.
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Pauley v. Bailey, 174 W.Va. 167, 324 S.E.2d 128 (1984)
	1982
	1984
	Upheld implementation of a master plan for education created after the trial court, on remand, ruled the state’s school finance system was unconstitutional.
	Yes
	Yes
	

	
	
	Tomblin v. Gainer, Civil Action No. 75-1268 (Cir. Ct. of Kenawha County, 1997)
	1997
	
	Overturned


	Yes


	
	

	Wisconsin
	"The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of district schools, which shall be as nearly uniform as practicable; and such schools shall be free and without charge for tuition to all children between the ages of 4 and 20 years. " Wisconsin Constitution, Art. 10, Sec. 3.
	Buse v. Smith, 74 Wis. 2d. 550, 247 N.W. 2d 141 (1976)
	
	1976
	Overturned state law which distributed tax proceeds from high property value districts to low property value districts.  The court said this “recapturing” of tax revenue violated the rights of the residents of the high property value districts.
	
	Yes
	Equity (for the taxpayers)

	
	
	Kukor v. Grover, 148, Wis. 2d 469, 436 N.W.2d 568 (1989)
	
	1989
	Upheld school finance system (the case was decided by a plurality whose reasoning was not identical).
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Vincent v. Voight, 236 Wis. 2d 588, 614 N.W. 2d 388 (2000)
	
	2000
	Upheld school finance system where plaintiffs had not proved that funding disparities caused students to receive less than a sound basic education.
	Yes
	Yes
	Neither: state must provide minimal education

	Wyoming
	"The legislature shall provide for the establishment and maintenance of a complete and uniform system of public instruction, embracing free elementary schools of every kind and grade. . ." Wyoming Constitution, Art. 7, Sec. 1.
	Washakie Co. Sch. Dist. No. One v. Herschler, 606 P.2d 310 (Wyo. 1980) cert. denied, 449 U.S. 824, 101 S. Ct. 86, 66 L.Ed. 2d 28 (1980)
	
	1980
	Ruled the entire school finance system unconstitutional, reasoning that funding disparities between district must lead to unequal educational opportunity.
	Yes
	Yes
	Equity

	
	
	Campbell County School District v. State, 907 P2d 1238 (Wyo. 1995)
	
	1995
	Overturned school finance system because it did not provide a proper education to all students.
	Yes
	
	Adequacy

	
	
	State v. Campbell County School District, 19 P.3d 518 (Wyo. 2001)
	
	2001
	Upheld school finance system in principle, but ruled that modifications must be made to the legislation 
	Yes
	
	Adequacy



