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CHAPTER 5:

SOCIAL STUDIES FOR ALL LEARNERS

KEY TERMS

gifted

learning disabled

attention deficit disorder

educationally challenged learner

inclusion

differentiated instruction

flexible grouping

interdisciplinary teaching

multigenre writing

individualized education plan (IEP)

scaffoldling instruction

visual impairment

hearing impairment

reader response

handhelds

CHAPTER FOCUS


The purpose of this chapter is to prepare teachers for teaching in an inclusion environment.  Students in today’s classrooms differ in academic ability, interests, and learning styles.  This chapter identifies and discusses students identified with learning difficulties and presents teaching strategies specific for these learners’ needs.  Teachers can differentiate instruction using a variety of strategies to ensure that all learners, struggling and gifted, have successful learning opportunities.

CHAPTER FIVE OBJECTIVES

The students reading this chapter will be able to:

1.  Articulate the characteristics of students labeled as gifted, learning disabled, and educationally challenged.

2.  Explain why social studies content can be thought-provoking and engaging to all learners.

3.  Develop teaching strategies to enhance the learning of social studies content for all students.

4.  Develop a thematic interdisciplinary unit for social studies and incorporate the use of children’s literature.  

LECTURE OUTLINE

Introduction

A Look at the Gifted Learner


Suggested Classroom Strategies

A Look at the Students with Learning Disabilities


Specific Teaching Strategies

A Look at Students with Other Educational Challenges


The Visually Impaired Learner


The Hearing Impaired Learner


The Learner with Attention-Deficit Disorders

A Case for Children’s Literature

Travels Back through Time


The Civil War


Native Americans

Chapter Summary

NCSS Standards Linked Lesson Plan

Children’s Books

Teaching Resources

References

TRANSPARENCIES T-13 through T-15
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Ask students to develop a “T” chart discussing the advantages and disadvantages of an inclusion classroom.  Since inclusion can vary depending on the school district, include in the discussion students who are gifted, educationally challenged, and limited-English-proficient students.

2.  Using a K-W-L chart, ask students to list what they know about teaching in an inclusion environment.  In the “W” column, ask students to list what questions they have about teaching in an inclusion environment. Use these questions to guide classroom discussion and activities.

3.  After a reading of the chapter and classroom discussion, have students complete the “L” column in the K-W-L chart with what they have learned about teaching in an inclusion environment.  Ask students if they feel they have learned enough strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners in an inclusion environment.

4.  Ask students in groups to develop a list of reasons why children’s literature is a valuable teaching resource.


SUGGESTED CLASS ACTIVITIES

1.  Divide the class into small groups, one group for each unique population of students discussed in the chapter (i.e., ADHD, visually impaired learner, gifted). Have groups discuss the following: (a) General information and characteristics about the specific group of learners, (b) Assistive technology that can be used, (c) Modifications for the classroom environment, and (d) Helpful learning strategies for the specific group of learners. Have groups present information to the entire class.

2.  Have students develop a floor plan of their classroom environment that would accommodate the needs of diverse students.

3.   Have students, working with partners, examine samples of students’ Individualized Educational Plans (IEPs) from a school district.  On the basis of the student’s levels of performance, goals and objectives, have students develop of list of teaching strategies that would enhance the student’s learning.

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTED READINGS

Lederer, J. M. (2000). Reciprocal teaching of social studies in inclusive elementary 

classrooms. Journal of Learning Disabilities, 33(1), 91-106. 

Reeder, J. (2003). More than one definition of “exceptional.” English Journal, 92(4), 54-

56.

Taylor, H. E., and Larson, S. M. (2000). Teaching elementary social studies to students 

with mild disabilities. Social Education, 64(4), 232-235.

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA

1. Websites

· TESOL

http://www.tesol.edu/index.html
The official site for Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages, Inc, a national organization for educators who teach nonnative speakers of English. 

· National Clearinghouse for Bilingual Education

http://www.ncbe.gwu.edu/
A national clearinghouse providing information for bilingual educators and teachers who work with learners who are nonnative speakers of English. 

2. Organizations providing material for certain disabilities:

· American Foundation for the Blind

15 West 16th Street

New York, NY 10011

· American Printing House for the Blind

1839 Frankfurt Avenue

Louisville, KY 40206

· Captioned Films for the Deaf

Special Office for Materials Distribution

Indiana University Audiovisual Center

Bloomington, IN 47401

3.  “T” chart and “K-W-L” chart.

4.  Samples of student’s Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) from a school district.
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Evaluating Writing: Biography

		Elements of Biography (5)		Ideas (5)		Organization (5)		Sentence Structure (5)		Mechanics (5)

		4		All elements of biography developed: 
Who, Life span 
Early years (schooling, family) Contributions/awards/honors 
Impressions		Fresh, original 
Focuses on topic Supporting details		Ideas connected Sequenced & logical		Clearly written 
Complete sentences 
Compound/complex sentences 
Variety of sentence length		Few or no errors: Capitalization 
Ending punctuation 
Commas 
Paragraphs indented 
Spelling

		3		Most elements of biography developed: 
Who, Life span 
Early years (schooling, family) Contributions/awards/honors Impressions		General focus on topic 
Most supporting details included		Most ideas connected 
Most ideas sequenced & logical		Most sentences clearly written 
Most sentences complete 
Simple sentences 
Some variety of length		Some errors: 
Capitalization 
Ending punctuation 
Commas 
Paragraphs indented 
Spelling

		2		Few elements of biography developed: 
Who, Life span 
Early years (schooling, family) Contributions/awards/honors 
Impressions		Moves away from focus 
Few supporting details		Some ideas connected
Not always sequenced & logical		Some unclear sentences
Some run-on, fragmented sentences 
Little variety		Many errors: 
Capitalization 
Ending punctuation 
Commas 
Paragraphs indented 
Spelling

		1		Lacks development of elements of biography: 
Who, Life span 
Early years (schooling, family) Contributions/awards/honors 
Impressions		Unfocused
Lacks details		Few ideas connected 
Little sequence & logic		Sentences not clear 
Frequent fragmented sentences 
No variety
		Serious errors: 
Capitalization 
Ending punctuation 
Commas 
Paragraphs indented 
Spelling

		0		No attempt		No attempt		No attempt		No attempt		No attempt







































Line 1:	First name of biographical subject

Line 2:	Four Adjectives describing the subject

Line 3:	Husband/wife/sibling, etc, of . . .

Line 4:	Lover of . . . (three people, places, things)

Line 5:	Who feels . . . (three things)

Line 6:	Who fears . . . (three things)

Line 7:	Who would like to see . . . (three things)

Line 8:	Resident of . . . (city, state, country)

Line 9:	Last name of biographical subject









In the Classroom	

	How Much Is One Vote Worth?



	In 1645, one vote gave Oliver Cromwell control of England.

	In 1649, one vote caused Charles I of England to be executed.

	In 1845, one vote brought Texas into the Union

	In 1868, one vote saved President Andrew Johnson from impeachment.

	In 1876, one vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes the presidency of the United States.

	In 1933, one vote gave Adolph Hitler leadership of the Nazi Party.

	In 1960, one vote changed in each precinct in Illinois would have denied John F. Kennedy the presidency.



—March Fong Eu,

California Secretary of State, 1984



	Quoted in Riggs, Janet. 1995, March. Good News. RUMC, Rochelle, IL.































In the Classroom

Economic Terms



     Economics education can be divided into three 

facets. The first may be termed personal economics 

and deals with helping students become aware of 

terms and concepts they need in the economics of 

their individual, day-to-day lives. Personal 

economics deals with individual households,

companies, and markets. Here are some examples

of this category.



     Money – Students need to be aware that   money can be used for good or poor choices. Decision-making skills involving money are crucial.

     Budgeting – Even young children can develop a budget for allowance money or class money. A budget answers the question. How am I going to spend this money?

     Banking – The basics of banking can easily be   brought into the classroom via a field trip or a guest speaker. Other terms than can be taught while discussing banks are interest, credit, loans, checking accounts, and savings accounts.





     Careers – As students discuss personal  economics, the topic of careers is sure to be broached. It’s valuable to get students thinking about how they would like to earn a living when they are adults. Related terms are wages and benefits.



     The next three terms give students some 

strategies for determining their personal choices

and for using good decision-making skills. The

terms themselves might not be used with younger

children, but the concepts are very valuable. 

     Scarcity – This refers to the situation where  there are limited resources to meet unlimited wants. Decisions and choices must be made.

     Opportunity cost – This term describes a student’s second choice for a scarce resource.

     Cost-benefit analysis – This is a decision-making process in which the student would weigh the benefits and costs of certain personal choices.































In the Classroom

Consumer Economics Terms



     Older students who have had experience with personal

economics are ready for an introduction to the second

facet of economics, consumer economics. Consumer

economics encompasses our nation as a whole and

demonstrates how individuals and groups fit into our 

economy. Some valuable terms to follow.



    Supply and demand – A teacher may use a balance scale to demonstrate supply and demand. As the demand for goods goes up, supply goes down. Then as the supply goes down (scarcity), prices go up, which in turn causes the demand to go down again. This reestablishes the balance.

    GNP – The gross national product is the sum total of goods available in the country. It can be a yardstick of the economy’s performance.

    Inflation – Students may be able to understand inflation through this scenario: If you buried $100 in the ground and dug it up ten





	years later, would you be able to buy more or less with that same $100? If you can buy fewer goods, inflation has occurred. 

	Deflation has occurred if you can buy more goods.

    The stock market – Stocks are ownership of a company. Stocks go up and down based on the perceived value of the company. The stock market is where shares of stock are bought and sold.

    Goods and services – The following activity may help students understand the difference between goods and services. Ask each student what jobs his or her parents hold. On the chalkboard, categorize each job as providing a good or a service.

    Import/export – Our country imports goods from other countries, and we export goods to other countries. A demonstration may be held between two classrooms. One class has apples, the other has bananas. It would get boring eating only one kind of fruit, so one class imports bananas from the other class and exports their own apples. That way both classes can enjoy both kinds of fruits.































In the Classroom

Social Economic Terms



     A third facet of economics is social economics. Social economics

refers to ways the economy affects or is affected by the conditions of

our society. Some terms related to social economics include:



    War – Historically affects all societies by increasing the need for supplies and decreasing the available laborerers. Rationing may occur so that needed goods are available for those involved in combat.

    Welfare – Society’s system for providing necessities to those who are unemployed and lacking a source of income.

    Lottery – Instituted in some parts of the country as a way for local or state government to fund various projects while promising an economic windfall to the correct ticket holder.





    Homeless – A condition of being without residence, which is becoming an increasing problem for which no viable solutions have been found.

    Wealth – Descriptor indicating a high level of economic and social status.

    Poverty – Descriptor indicating a low level of economic and social status.

    Inflation – A rise in price level related to an increased volume of spending and/or credit with a loss in the value of the currency.

    Depression – Economic condition in which employment, business, and stock market values severly decline.
































