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CHAPTER 8:
EARLY CHILDHOOD SOCIAL STUDIES

KEY TERMS

early childhood

egocentrism

concrete

real

relevant

nonverbal communication

CHAPTER FOCUS


The purpose of this chapter is to discuss interdisciplinary social studies instruction appropriate for teaching kindergarten through grade two.  Social studies content can be naturally integrated into early childhood curriculum, which begins with children’s egocentrism and eight circles of awareness as the foundation.  Building on this foundation, teachers can select methods and materials that are developmentally appropriate for teaching social studies to young children.

CHAPTER EIGHT OBJECTIVES

The students reading this chapter will be able to:

1. Explain the rationale for interdisciplinary instruction in early childhood social studies. 

2. Explain children’s eight circles of awareness.

3.  Develop interdisciplinary lessons appropriate for teaching preschool through grade

two.
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TRANSPARENCIES T-29 through T-32
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Ask students what they believe is the main purpose of teaching early childhood social studies.  Does their belief relate to the NCSS?

2. The chapter introduction argues that teachers should begin teaching social studies in preschool instead of waiting until the fourth grade.  Ask students to give reasons to support this argument.
SUGGESTED CLASS ACTIVITIES

1.  Divide students into five small groups, one for each of the content areas of social studies curriculum for preschool through grade three: current topics, economics, geography, history, and international and global education.  Have each group develop a list of activities that would be developmentally appropriate for early childhood curriculum.  Be sure that students include concrete materials and relevant activities.

2.  Have students working in pairs choose a specific topic for discussion of a child’s movement through the eight circles of awareness.  Students can refer to the example of hair color given in the chapter.

3.   Using one of the five social studies curriculum areas and the circles of awareness concept, have students develop a NCSS standards linked lesson plan for a primary grade level.
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ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA
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