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CHAPTER 9:
HISTORY: CONNECTING CHILDREN TO THE PAST

KEY TERMS

history

historian

historical relics

inquiry

primary witness

secondary witness

primary source document

jackdaw

WebQuest

artifacts

CHAPTER FOCUS


The purpose of this chapter is to discuss history as the core and foundation of the social studies.  It is through history that children will learn how past events, places, and people influence humankind.  Teachers should utilize a variety of methods and materials appealing to students so that they develop a passion for learning history.  Students will then become knowledgeable, democratic citizens capable of making informed interpretations and decisions.    

CHAPTER EIGHT OBJECTIVES

The students reading this chapter will be able to:

1.  Explain the role of historians in preserving history.

2.  Develop a variety of methods and materials to stimulate children’s interest in history.

3.  Incorporate quality children’s literature in the teaching of history.

LECTURE OUTLINE
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History at the Core of Social Studies
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Ask students to share their feelings about learning history.  Did anyone experience the “love affair” that is described in the chapter introduction by former professor of Cornell University and award winning biographer David McCullough?  Discuss why it is important for teachers to present the subject of history in a manner in which students will fall in love with the past.

2.  Ask students to explain the difference between “what is recalled” and “what is interpreted” and why it is important to make such a distinction when teaching history.

3.   Discuss the demand for high-stakes, standardized testing and its relevance to social studies content.  Ask students to discuss other forms of assessment that would measure students’ achievement in social studies. 

4.  Ask students to discuss the pros and cons of teaching factual knowledge as opposed to decision making in history instruction. 

5.  Using the overhead transparency T-33 ask students to explain how history is related to each of the social studies.

SUGGESTED CLASS ACTIVITIES

1.  Assign students to complete an oral history project following the guidelines suggested in the chapter.  Students can interview a community member, family member, or a faculty member of the university.  Interviews can be tape recorded and transcribed and shared with the class as an oral presentation.

2.  Have students in groups examine Children’s Literature in Social Studies: Teaching 

to the Standards and Linking Literature with Life: The NCSS Standards and Children’s 

Literature for the Middle Grades. Have students as a group develop a list of suggested 

children’s literature to accompany a unit of study for a specific grade level.

3. Have students using the inquiry method develop a NCSS standards linked history

lesson for a specific grade level.  Be sure that students include a variety of materials such as children’s literature, primary source documents and artifacts.

4.  Demonstrate the modeling of nonfiction reading of historical information as described 

by Harvey and Goudvis (2000).  After modeling, have students work in groups to

complete a FQR sheet for another piece of nonfiction text. 

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTED READINGS

Morris, R. V. (2000). Teaching social studies with artifacts. Social Studies, 91(1), 32-37.
Ridgway, E. (2002). Start with the source: Using primary documents for social 

studies research. Middle Ground, 5 (4), 33-36.

Vanderstel, D. G. (2002). And I thought historians only taught: Doing history beyond the       

classroom. Oah Magazine of History, 16 (2), 5-7.

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA

1.  Overhead transparencies T-33 and T-34.

2.  Resources for children’s literature: Children’s Literature in Social Studies: Teaching 

to the Standards and Linking Literature with Life: The NCSS Standards and Children’s 

Literature for the Middle Grades.

3.  Excerpts from nonfiction text such us as an article from Cobblestone, Calliope,

Scholastic’s Weekly Reader, or National Geographic in the Classroom.
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