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CHAPTER 12:
CIVIC EDUCATION IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY

KEY TERMS

citizen actors

democratic classroom

constitution

preamble

responsibilities of citizenship

government

legislative branch

judicial branch

executive branch

propaganda approaches

character education

emotional intelligence

moral principles

values

citizenship education

CHAPTER FOCUS


The purpose of this chapter is to provide teachers with a variety of activities for developing a democratic classroom.  The role of the teacher is essential in creating a democratic classroom in which the teacher and students have opportunities to practice the responsibilities of a citizen.  This chapter also provides a variety of resources such as children’s literature and websites for teaching character education.  

CHAPTER TWELVE OBJECTIVES

Students reading this chapter will be able to:

1.  Create a democratic classroom.

2.  Define democracy and the role of the citizen in a democratic society.

3.  Explain the value of teaching character education.

4.  Develop lessons incorporating children’s literature and multimedia to teach character 

education.

5.  Apply methods and strategies for the teaching of civic education in social studies 

curriculum.

LECTURE OUTLINE
Introduction

Creating a Democratic Classroom

Role of Citizen

Civic Life, Politics, and Government

Developing Critical Thinking Skills

Character Education and Brain Research

Human Rights

NCSS Standards Linked Lesson Plan

Chapter Summary

Children’s Literature

Teaching Resources

References

TRANSPARENCY T-41
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How Much Is One Vote Worth?

In 1645, one vote gave Oliver Cromwell control of England.

In 1649, one vote caused Charles I of England to be executed.

In 1845, one vote brought Texas into the Union

In 1868, one vote saved President Andrew Johnson from impeachmen

t.

In 1876, one vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes the presidency of the

United States.

In 1933, one vote gave Adolph Hitler leadership of the Nazi Part

y.

In 1960, one vote changed in each precinct in Illinois would hav

e denied John F. 

Kennedy the presidency.

—

March Fong 

Eu

,

California Secretary of State, 1984

Quoted in Riggs, Janet. 1995, March. 

Good News

. RUMC, Rochelle, IL.


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Ask students in groups to describe a democratic classroom.  Have students include goals of a democratic classroom, the role of the teacher, and student activities to be used to encourage democracy in the classroom.

2.  Ask students to discuss the characteristics of a good, responsible citizen.  How can they develop these characteristics in the students that they will teach?

3.  Ask students to brainstorm a list of current political issues. Discuss how such issues could be used to teach civics and character education. In what ways can critical thinking skills be taught to deal with controversial issues?

SUGGESTED CLASS ACTIVITIES

1.  Allow students in groups to develop a list of classroom rules that they would implement in their teaching.  Encourage students to use positive statements in creating rules.  Students should limit their list to no more than five to seven rules.  Discuss how their rules encourage the behaviors, practices, and attitudes of democratic citizens.

2.  Have students explore the Internet to research information regarding citizenship around the world.  For example, students can refer to http://www.civnet.org for articles and documents regarding citizenship.  Students can compare and contrast different government approaches to citizenship. 

3.  Ask students to brainstorm a list of democratic ideals.  After the list is compiled, divide the class into small groups and assign a democratic ideal to each group. Have groups define the democratic ideal and identify three concrete examples of their ideal in practice.  Students can search through local newspapers, magazines, and the Internet for examples. Information can be displayed on a poster board or chart paper to be presented to the class. 

4.  Ask students working with partners to develop a list of activities to teach character education.  Encourage students to incorporate children’s literature suggested in the chapter.
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ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA

1.  Overhead transparency T-41.

2.  Poster boards and/or chart paper.

3.  Website:

· http://www.civnet.org
4. Local newspapers and magazines.
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