Outline Exercise

Write in the correct label or number for each blank space in this outline (by Robert Moore).

	________________________:
	What Are the Most Important Inventions of the Millenium?

	________________________:
	To inform

	________________________:
	To inform my audience of the impact of three of the most important inventions of the past millennium

	________________________:
	The compass, the printing press, and the lightbulb greatly extended the range of human exploration and knowledge.


________________________________

___ _______________________________

___ One thousand years ago, most humans lived in primitive conditions, scratching a living from the soil or herding animals.

___ We’ve come a long way in one millenium.

___ _______________________________

___ A popular intellectual game today is looking back at the millennium and choosing the most important people and events.

___ I am intrigued by the question, “What were the most important inventions?”

___ I posed the question in an e-mail survey to 73 science and engineering professors at three top universities—University of Washington, University of Texas, and University of Illinois.

___ Because there were many candidates, I narrowed the list to the three inventions that received the most votes, and I will identify them chronologically.

___ I will show you the impact that these three inventions have had on human history.

(____________: Let’s look at the earliest of the three inventions.)

__________________

___ The compass made long travel possible. [Show transparency.]
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___
A primitive compass was invented in the 4th century B.C. in China, but seagoing compasses did not appear in China and Europe until the 12th century.

___
Before then, sailors could not navigate long distances because prolonged periods of overcast skies made navigation difficult.

___
By the 15th century, compasses had become reliable enough to make possible the long voyages of Christopher Columbus and others.

___
These voyages led to an enormous increase in travel and trade, especially between Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas.

(____________: While sailors were using their compasses to sail to exotic new lands, the next of our three inventions came along.)

___
The printing press made possible the widespread dissemination of information. [Show transparency.]

___
Though Chinese and Korean printers invented printing several centuries earlier, their inventions never became widely known—not even in Asia.

___
Johann Gutenberg gets credit for invention of the printing press in 1455 because his press was the first commercially viable movable-type model.

___ 
His first print run was 200 copies of his now-famous Bible.

___
After 500 years, his books are still considered models of printing excellence.

___
His invention swept across the world very quickly: by 1500, half a million printed books had been published.

___
Printed materials meant that intellectual knowledge was no longer the exclusive province of the nobility and the clergy.

___
Scientific, commercial, and religious documents could be explored by anyone.

___
This led to the spread of literacy and increased power for the middle class.

(____________: Our third and final invention came over 400 years later.)

___
The lightbulb made it possible for modern industry to develop on a large-scale. [Show transparency.]

___
In 1876, Thomas Edison created the first useful incandescent lamp.

___
He did not invent electric light.

___
That invention had taken place several decades earlier.

___
Edison’s genius was to invent a lightbulb that was reliable, inexpensive, and viable.
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___
Before Edison, people had to do their indoor and nighttime work under conditions that were inadequate and dangerous.

___
After Edison, people could work long and productive hours indoors and at night.

(____________: Now let’s wrap things up.)

____________________________________

___
________________________

___
We may disagree on what the three greatest inventions of the past millennium were.

___
But I think we will all agree that the compass, printing press, and lightbulb helped make possible our modern technological civilization.

___
_______________________________

___
I told you that these three got the most votes in my survey, and I thought you would like to know how they ranked 1-2-3.

___
The top vote-getter was the printing press, with the compass second, and the lightbulb third.

___
What do you think is the greatest invention of the millennium?

______________________________________

“Compass,” “Incandescent Lamp,” and “Technology,” articles from the CD-ROM version of Microsoft  Encarta 98 Encyclopedia. Redmond, WA: Microsoft, 1998. 

Moore, Robert. E-mail survey of 73 science and engineering professors at University of Washington,  University of Texas, and University of Illinois. Mar. 1998.

“The Millennium: 100 Events that Changed the World.” Special issue, Life Fall 1997: 120, 133.

_______________________________________
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Clip-art transparencies of a compass, light bulb, and Gutenberg Bible
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