Library Classification Systems

Libraries use one of the two following systems:

	Dewey Decimal System

The Dewey Decimal System uses numbers to divide all books into ten basic groups:

	000
	General works

	100
	Philosophy

	200
	Religion

	300
	Social sciences

	400
	Language

	500
	Pure sciences

	600
	Technology

	700
	The arts

	800
	Literature

	900
	History, geography, biography

	Each basic group is subdivided many times. Here is an example of the first level of subdivision: 

	500
	Pure sciences

	510
	Mathematics

	520
	Astronomy and allied sciences

	530
	Physics

	540
	Chemistry and allied sciences

	550
	Earth sciences

	560
	Paleontology

	570
	Anthropology and biology

	580
	Botany

	590
	Zoology

	Library of Congress System

The Library of Congress System uses letters as its basic form of classification: 

	A
	General works
	N
	Fine art

	B
	Philosophy, psychology, religion
	P
	Languages and literature

	C-D
	World history
	Q
	Science

	E-F
	American history
	R
	Medicine

	G
	Geography, anthropology
	S
	Agriculture

	H
	Social sciences
	T
	Technology

	J
	Political science
	U
	Military science

	K
	Law
	V
	Naval science

	L
	Education
	Z
	Bibliography, library science

	M
	Music
	
	


The above numbers and letters are only the beginning feature of the call number—there are other numbers added on. It’s important to know the entire number when you look for a book. Here is an example of how one book, The Boer War, would be classified under the two systems:

	Library of Congress:
	DT

	
	930

	
	.P27

	Dewey Decimal
	968.204
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