Appendix B HTML Primer

The following brief guide will give you some of the basics for creating an HTML document. For our discussion, we will use HTML Editor by Rick Giles, an inexpensive shareware product. This example is not meant to teach you HTML but to give you an overview of how it operates and help you format the most basic Web pages.
HTML Explanation

An HTML document consists of two parts: the head and the body. All orders are enclosed in brackets; for example, <TITLE>. These brackets, or tags, can be used by themselves (<P>) or together in pairs (<H1> and </H1>). The closing tag is the same as the opening one except that it is preceded by a slash. Tags that create forms and link files require different parts or arguments to work. In addition, graphic tags require additional information, such as the file name and alignment information. Refer to Figure 1.1 to follow the explanation.

Figure 1.1 Web Page in HTML Text
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Key to Figure 1.1

1.
Have each document begin with the <HTML> tag and end with an </HTML> tag.

2.
Place the <HEAD> tag at the beginning of the document. Next place the <TITLE> tag, the title “Web Sites and Resources for Teachers,” and two ending tags: </TITLE> and </Head>.

3.
Type the document between two body tags: <Body> and </Body>.

4.
To center a graphic, place it between two center tags: <CENTER> and </CENTER>. In this example we have two graphics, so place them by doing the following:

a. Use a <CENTER> tag in front of the first graphic.

b. To place a graphic on the page, type <IMG SRC= in front of the file name, which in this example is vicki.gif.
c. Place the file name in quotes, “vicki.gif”, and end with a bracket : <IMG SRC=“vicki.gif”>.
d. Do the same for the other graphic: <IMG SRC=“dick.gif”>.
e. End with a closing center tag: </CENTER>.

f. The result is <CENTER><IMG SRC=“vicki.gif”><IMG SRC=“dick.gif”></CENTER>.
5.
H1 creates a header in large type. The type is largest when surrounded by H1 tags; it is smaller when surrounded by H2 tags and even smaller when surrounded by H3 tags.

a. The beginning and ending tags, <H1> and </H1>, make the text “Biographical Data” appear very large.

b. The <BR> ends a line and inserts a space: <H1>Biographical Data</H1><BR>.
6.
The next part of the document is made smaller and has a hypertext link as well as italicized and boldfaced words.

a. The <H3> and </H3> tags make the print smaller.

b. To create a hypertext link, start with the opening tag, <A HREF=, which is placed in front of the URL, http:/ADVANCE \r0/www.csun.edu/.

c. The URL is enclosed in quotation marks and a bracket: <A HREF=“http://www.csun.edu/ADVANCE \r0”>.

d. A description for the URL is written as “California State University, Northridge.” The end of the URL is a closing tag, </A>. The hypertext link should look like the following: <A HREF=“http://www.csun.edu/ADVANCE \r0”>California State University, Northridge </A>.

e. A beginning <I> tag and an ending </I> tag will format italic type, as in the following: <I>Just for Kids</I>.

f. A beginning <B> tag and an ending </B> tag will boldface whatever is between them: <B>eight</B>.

7.
The <P> tag indicates the end of a paragraph and adds a blank line.

8.
The <HR> tag places a horizontal line on the page.

On the Web, this document would look like what is shown in Figure 1.2.

Figure 1.2 Completed Web Page
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