Assistive/Adaptive Technology Evaluation Form*

Directions: Examine the following items and determine which ones you feel are important for your current teaching situation. Place an X on each line for which the technology meets your needs.

Hardware


1.
Handheld devices
_____
a.
Scans type and edits text

_____
b.
Convert print documents into electronic format

_____
c.
Has outlining and word prediction capability

_____
d.
Exchanges files with PC and Palm applications

_____
e.
Uploads to printer and computer

_____
f.
Pronounces text, syllabication, spelling, and definitions

_____
g.
Has built-in loudspeaker and earphone jack


2.
Computer accessibility
_____
a.
Displays large type, reverses print color, offers varying grayscale, and uses sound in place of visual output

_____
b.
Alternative keyboard options include sticky keys and slow keys

_____
c.
Has mouse options and touch-free or alternative input devices

_____
d.
Is power activated with a single key

_____
e.
Translates text on screen into Braille

_____
f.
Prints out any size text or prints in Braille


3.
Ease of use
_____
a.
Memory requirements not too high

_____
b.
Is software and hardware compatible

_____
c.
Cost not too high

_____
d.
Meets training requirements Software


1.
Reading programs
_____
a.
Reads aloud individual words or whole passages

_____
b.
Has comprehension and analysis checks

_____
c.
Tracks progress of students and customizes lessons

_____
d.
Offers voice and corrective feedback

_____
e.
Creates personalized stories/movies

_____
f.
Includes pictures, graphics, digitized sound, and animation

_____
g.
Has high-interest stories with controlled vocabulary

_____
h.
Has universal access features

_____
i.
Has bilingual capabilities


2.
Speech products and synthesizers
_____
a.
Reads content from electronic documents/textbooks, word processors, and Internet

_____
b.
Is downloadable to MP3 or WAV formats

_____
c.
Speaks Web page information and e-mail

_____
d.
Has voice recognition to create documents, browse the Web, e-mail, and navigate desktop

_____
e.
Develops sound awareness and other aspects of voice


3.
Writing programs and word processing applications
_____
a.
Outlines and organizes writing

_____
b.
Has visual tools to map ideas and stories

_____
c.
Has speech/talking word processing capabilities

_____
d.
Imports graphics from other sources

_____
e.
Has word and grammar prediction capability

_____
f.
Writes with pictures and words

_____
g.
Has adjustable level of feedback and auditory support to help students self-correct

Rating Scale

Rate the tools by placing a check on the appropriate line

Excellent_____ Very Good_____ Good_____ Fair_____ Poor_____

*Courtesy of Sarah Hall.

