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Connecting with What You Already Know

Do these exercises before you read the selection.

Preview the selection by reading the 

· title; 

· introduction (in italics);

· words in bold and the sentence that follows each of them. 

1. Based on your preview, what do you anticipate the selection will be about?

2. What do you already know about thieves and shoplifting? Write that information here:

3. In the selection, you’ll encounter the following words. Identify any words you already know or think you know. Most words have more than one meaning. After you have read the selection, you will have an opportunity to deduce (reason out) their meanings according to how they were used in the selection. At that point, either you will discover that you were correct,or you’ll have a new word in your vocabulary.

resolve



constitutes

conventional


detection

handsomely


apprehended


proximity


precipitate

consensus


securing

AMATEUR THIEVES, PROFESSIONAL THIEVES, AND SHOPLIFTERS

The following two excerpts are from a criminology textbook. The first one deals with two categories of thieves, amateur and professional, and the differences between them. The second excerpt focuses on another type of thief: the shoplifter.
Amateur and Professional Thieves

1
Nobody knows exactly how many of the total number of thefts are committed by amateurs who lead rather conventional lives and how many are the work of professionals. According to some criminologists, the two types differ considerably.

2   The Amateur Thief   Amateur thieves are occasional offenders who tend to be opportunists. They take advantage of a chance to steal when little risk is involved. Typically, their acts are carried out with little skill, are unplanned, and result from some pressing situation, such as the need to pay the rent or a gambling debt. In other words, amateurs resolve some immediate crisis by stealing. Most occasional offenders commit few crimes; some commit only one crime. Many are juveniles who do not go on to commit crimes in adulthood.

3
Amateur thieves do not think of themselves as professional criminals, nor are they recognized as such by those who do think of themselves as professionals. The lives of amateur thieves are quite conventional: amateurs work, go to school, have conventional friends, and find little support or approval for their criminal behavior.

4  The Professional Thief   Professional thieves make a career of stealing. They take pride in their profession. They are imaginative and creative in their work and accept its risks. The most common crimes committed by professional thieves are pickpocketing, shoplifting, forgery, confidence swindling, and burglary. Professional thieves also are involved in art theft, auto vehicle theft, and fraud or theft by use of stolen or forged credit cards, among other crimes.

5
Thomas Bartholomew Moran, a professional thief who died in a Miami rescue mission in 1971, has been considered the best of American pickpockets. His career began in 1906, when, as a teenager, he started to pick women's purses. Under the careful guidance of Mary Kelly, a well-known pickpocket, he soon sharpened his skills until he could take wallets from pants, jeweled pins from clothing, and watches from vests without alerting the victims. He devoted his life to shoplifting, forgery, and other forms of theft. In 1912 he boarded the Titanic, with the intention of profiting handsomely from proximity to

the more than 300 first-class passengers whose collective wealth exceeded $250 million. His immediate ambitions were dimmed, however, when the Titanic brushed an iceberg in the North Atlantic [and sank] only two hours and forty minutes later. But Moran was among the 705 passengers who managed to find space in one of the ship's twenty lifeboats, and his career in crime continued to flourish for the better part of the 59 remaining years of his life!6
The most influential study of professional thieves was conducted by Edwin Sutherland in 1937. Sutherland found that professional thieves share five characteristics:

1. They have well-developed technical skills for their particular mode of operation.

2. They enjoy status, accorded to them by their own subculture and by law enforcement.

3. They are bound by consensus, a sharing of values with their own peers.

4. Not only do they learn from each other, but they also protect each other.

5. They are organized, however loosely.

Subsequent studies have tended to confirm Sutherland's findings.

Source: Adapted from Freda Adler, Gerhard Mueller, and William Laufer, Criminology, 5th ed., 2004. New York: The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., pp. 291-92.

Shoplifters

7  Shoplifting, the stealing of goods from retail merchants, is a very common crime; it constitutes about 15 percent of all larcenies. A recent survey in Spokane, Washington, revealed that every twelfth shopper is a shoplifter, and that men and women are equally likely to be offenders. 

8
Perhaps shoplifting is so frequent because it is a low-risk offense, with a detection rate of perhaps less than 1 percent. Shoppers are extremely reluctant to report shoplifters to the store management. According to one study, of those apprehended for shoplifting, approximately 45.5 percent are actually prosecuted. 

9
It is also estimated that men are slightly more likely than women to be shoplifters and that 41 percent of offenders are white, 29 percent are black, and 16 percent are Hispanic. More than half of shoplifting events occur between the hours of 12:00 P.M. and 6:00 P.M. 

10
Mary Owen Cameron found that professional shoplifters largely conform to Sutherland's five characteristics but that amateurs do not. She estimates that of all shoplifters, only 10 percent are professionals—people who derive most of their income from the sale of stolen goods. 

11
A broad range of motivations may lead to shoplifting. Among amateurs, need and greed as well as opportunity may precipitate the event. Some researchers point to depression and other emotional disturbances and to the use of various prescription drugs. Interviews with 740 shoplifters in 50 Minneapolis stores revealed that almost half of those who expressed motivation for stealing said that they stole the merchandise because they liked it and did not have enough money to pay for it. A study conducted in New South Wales with juvenile offenders in detention revealed that their reasons for shoplifting ranged from excitement, peer pressure, thrills, or fun, to obtaining clothes, food, or money for drugs or alcohol, to relieving boredom or stress.

12
To most people, shoplifting is a rather insignificant offense. After all, how much can be stolen? On an individual basis, usually not very much: the average the amount for each incident was roughly $61. Taken together, however, all shoplifting incidents cost U.S. retail businesses over $18 billion every year. In 1999, approximately $10 million worth of stolen merchandise was recovered.

13
As shoplifters decrease store profits, the price of goods goes up; stepped-up security adds even more to costs. Stores typically hire more and more security personnel, although it has been demonstrated that physical or electronic methods of securing merchandise are more cost-effective than the deployment of guards. It is only the amateur shoplifter who is deterred by the presence of guards or store personnel, not the professional.

Source: Adapted from Criminology and the Criminal Justice System, 4th ed., by Freda Adler, Gerhard Mueller and William Laufer.  Copyright © 2004, 2001, 1998, 1995, 1991 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.  Reprinted by permission of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.

VOCABULARY CHECK

Use the context clues from both sentences to reason out the meaning of the italicized words. The answer you choose should make sense in both sentences. You may use a dictionary to confirm your answer choice, but be sure the meaning you select fits the context of both sentences. 


1. In other words, amateurs resolve some immediate crisis by stealing.


Police negotiators were finally able to resolve the hostage situation, and the child was released unharmed. 


Resolve (r2-z8lvZ) is a verb that means






(paragraph 2)

a. to improve; make better.

b. to find a solution to a problem.


c. to create.


d. to begin; start.

2. The lives of amateur thieves are quite conventional: amateurs work, go to school, have conventional friends, and find little support or approval for their criminal behavior.   


Rather than have a conventional wedding, my cousin and her fiancé decided to be married at sunrise on a mountaintop in Africa.


Conventional (kMn-v+nZshM-nMl) is an adjective that means


(paragraph 3)


a. traditional; not out of the ordinary.


b. unrealistic.


c. reckless; not caring about the consequences.


d. usually interesting; surprising.

3. He devoted his life to shoplifting, forgery, and other forms of theft. In 1912 he boarded the Titanic, with the intention of profiting handsomely from proximity to the more than 300 first-class passengers whose collective wealth exceeded $250 million.  


The king rewarded the man handsomely for saving his young son from drowning; he gave him half a million dollars.


Handsomely (h#nZsMm l*) is an adverb that means




(paragraph 5)


a. attractively.


b. quickly; immediately.


c. to a great extent or large amount.  


d. reluctantly.

4. He devoted his life to shoplifting, forgery, and other forms of theft. In 1912 he boarded the Titanic, with the intention of profiting handsomely from proximity to the more than 300 first-class passengers whose collective wealth exceeded $250 million.  


The Wilsons chose their new house based on its proximity to schools for their children and to Mr. Wilson’s office.


Proximity (pr8k-s2mZ2-t*) is a noun that means




(paragraph 5)

a. convenience.


b. distance.


c. introduction.

d. nearness.

5. They are bound by consensus, a sharing of values with their own peers.  

It took three days of discussion, but members of the jury finally reached consensus on the verdict.


Consensus (kMn-s+nZsMs) is a noun that means




(paragraph 6)


a. heated and unpleasant disagreement on an issue.


b. deadlock; situation in which no progress can be made.


c. general agreement; position or opinion reached by a group as a whole.


d. shared dislike of something.

6. Shoplifting, the stealing of goods from retail merchants, is a very common crime; it constitutes about 15 percent of all larcenies.   


Copying information from the Internet without listing the source constitutes plagiarism.


Constitutes (k8nZst2-tLt.s) is a verb that means 




(paragraph 7)


a. replaces.


b. differs from.


c. equals; amounts to.


d. remains; does not change.

7. According to one study, of those apprehended for shoplifting, approximately 45.5 percent are actually prosecuted. 


The suspects apprehended for the robbery were taken to the city jail and charged with the crime.


Apprehended (#p.r2-h+ndZMd) is an adjective that means



(paragraph 8)

a. convicted; found guilty of.


b. arrested; taken into custody.


c. released on bail.


d. found not guilty of.

8. Among amateurs, need and greed as well as opportunity may precipitate the event. 


In parts of California, heavy rains can precipitate flooding and dangerous mudslides.


Precipitate (pr2-s2pZ2-t"t.) is a verb that means 




(paragraph 11)


a. to come after another event.


b. to prevent.


c. to cause to happen.


d. to avoid.

 9. Stores typically hire more and more security personnel, although it has been demonstrated that physical or electronic methods of securing merchandise are more cost-effective than the deployment of guards. 


After the tornado, the National Guard was responsible for securing homes in the area from vandals.


Securing  (s2-kyKrZ2ng) is a noun that means





(paragraph 13)

a. purchasing.

b. repairing; fixing.

c. inventorying; creating a record of.

d. guarding from risk of loss.

10. Stores typically hire more and more security personnel, although it has been demonstrated that physical or electronic methods of securing merchandise are more cost-effective than the deployment of guards. 

When the demonstrators became violent, the governor ordered the deployment of state troopers to scatter the crowd.


Deployment (d2-ploiZ-mMnt) is a noun that means




(paragraph 13)


a. bringing personnel or forces into action.


b. hiring extra personnel.


c. the canceling or calling back personnel.


d. training.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Read each of the following questions. Base your answers on information in the selection. You may refer to the selection as you answer the questions.

True or False  
1. According to the study by Cameron, only 10 percent of shoplifters are professionals.

True

False

2. Very few shoplifters are ever detected or reported. 

True

False

3. Amateur thieves steal occasionally, usually when an opportunity presents itself. 

True

False

4. The most common crimes committed by professional thieves are pickpocketing, shoplifting, forgery, confidence swindling, and art theft. 

          True

False

5. In 1937, researcher Edwin Sullivan found that amateur thieves share five characteristics. 

True

False

Multiple-Choice            
6. More than half of shoplifting events occur between

a. midnight and six a.m.

b. midnight and noon.

c. noon and six p.m.     

d. six a.m. and six p.m.

7. Thomas Moran, America’s best pickpocket, sailed on the Titanic because he

a. wanted to continue to sharpen his pickpocketing skills. 

b. planned to steal from the extremely wealthy passengers on board.
c. was trying to avoid arrest in England.
d. wanted to be with Mary Kelly, another well-known pickpocket.
8. Professional thieves

a. take pride in what they do.   

b. steal to solve some immediate problem.
c. started stealing as juveniles. 
d. all of the above
9. Shoplifting is a common crime because

a. it is a low-risk offense with a low detection rate.

b. shoppers are reluctant to report it.
c. less than half of the shoplifters who are caught are prosecuted.
d. all of the above  
10. Hiring more security guards can help stores protect themselves against

a. amateur shoplifters. 

b. professional shoplifters.

c. both amateur and professional shoplifters.

d. neither amateur nor professional shoplifters.

WRITING TO MAKE CONNECTIONS
Respond to the following items, based on information in the reading selection and on your own experience. You may refer to the selection as you answer the questions.

If the item has this symbol, your instructor may assign you to work collaboratively on it with classmates:  
[image: image1.wmf]  
1. In your opinion, why are other shoppers reluctant to report shoplifters? Have you ever witnessed a shoplifter in action? If so, did you report it? Why or why not?
2. In your opinion, how likely is it that a professional criminal would ever give up a life of crime? Why do you think that?

3. List three new things you learned in the selection.

4.   Occasionally a prominent person or celebrity is arrested for shoplifting. (For example, Wynona Ryder was convicted of grand theft and vandalism for shoplifting $5,500 worth of designer merchandise from Saks Fifth Avenue in Beverly Hills in 2001.) Why do you think someone famous and wealthy would risk being caught shoplifting?

                    [image: image2.wmf]  
WEB RESOURCES

In case any Web address below has become inactive since the publication of this book, use this descriptor with Google or another search engine of your choice:

· shoplifting

www.crimedoctor.com
The Crime Doctor website gives “prescriptions for security and safety.” In the security topics column, click on “shoplifting.”

crimeprevention.rutgers.edu/crime/shoplifting/shoplifting.htm
Sponsored by Rutgers University, this website addresses many aspects of the crime, including ways stores may be able to spot possible shoplifters.

www.shopliftersanonymous.com
This is the CASA--Cleptomaniacs and Shoplifters Anonymous--website. It is dedicated to helping people recover from “addictive compulsive” dishonest behavior, such as shoplifting, kleptomania, fraud, and embezzlement and to educate the public about these problems. Topics include “Facts about Shoplifters,” “Differing Types of Shoplifters,” online and other support groups.

