Small Bites #14

“Help! Police!”

Do you take the police for granted? Today, most of us do. Read the following selection for an interesting historical perspective.

1   Crime is everywhere. Pickpockets and purse-snatchers lurk on every street. To protect their money from muggers, people carry their wallets on a leather strap around their necks. Just the other day a noted wit said: "Only a fool would go out to dinner without having made his will."

2    The police are sparse in the neighborhoods. The city has even installed dummy police officers at intersections and school crossings. Citizens buy padlocks to protect their homes. You have never seen so many "Beware of Dog" signs! The more affluent hire private security agencies to protect their premises. It has become common practice for people to carry charms in their bags and pouches to protect them from muggers. Others simply pray to be safe from attack. At home all valuables are locked in strongboxes. Those who can afford it put their jewelry in bank safe deposit boxes. But nothing is safe from burglars, not the homes, not the banks, not even the gilding that covers public monuments. 

3    Merchants are putting chains around merchandise on display. Most shop owners have security guards. At the end of the business day they bar their doors with heavy boards and bolts. Homeowners have installed double doors for protection. More and more people take classes on self-defense techniques and carry knives not outlawed by the weapons laws. Public officials don't even ride around in public anymore without security agents in front, in back, and on the sides. Neighborhoods have formed citizens' watch groups. And everybody is upset about the lack of police presence. 

4    Does this sound like a description of the situation in your town, your neighborhood? It could well be. Actually, this is a report based on Roman documents that are 2,000 years old. Then, as now, people were looking for safety at home and on the streets, resorting to self-help, but above all looking to the police for protection. The history of policing dates back to the earliest of recorded history. Many people are surprised to learn that it was not until the 19th century, and especially after the post-Civil War years, that paid professionals police forces were finally introduced in the United States.

5    Policing is now the responsibility of a combination of federal, state, and local agencies. From its tentative beginnings a mere 150 years ago, policing has become a formidable enterprise. Nationwide, state, and local law enforcements agencies employed approximately one million people (of whom approximately 700,000 are sworn officers) in 2000, well over half the total number of people employed in the nation’s criminal justice system. The number of sworn officers was more than 10 percent greater than in 1996. Furthermore, private security and citizen crime prevention programs are now a growing and important part of the system.

Source: Adapted from Freda Adler, Gerhard Mueller, and William Laufer, Criminal Justice: An Introduction, 4th ed. Copyright © 2006 McGraw-Hill, pp. 125-26, 131-32.

VOCABULARY CHECK

Use the context clues from both sentences to reason out the meaning of the italicized words. The answer you choose should make sense in both sentences.
____1. The police are sparse in the neighborhoods.

Because regions with arid climates receive so little rainfall, trees are sparse. 

Sparse (spärs) is an adjective that means 
 


(paragraph 2)


a. frequently seen; appearing often. 


b. occurring at widely spaced intervals; not dense or thick.


c. popular.


d. plentiful; existing in great quantity.

____2. The more affluent hire private security agencies to protect their premises.

They used to have very little money, but because of the success of the company they started, they are now affluent. 

Affluent (#fZlL-Mnt, M-flLZ-) is an adjective that means 
 
(paragraph 2)


a. wealthy; well-to-do.


b. having great influence; influential.


c. snobbish; conceited.


d. frightened; scared.

____3. The more affluent hire private security agencies to protect their premises.

For privacy and protection, the actor had a high brick wall built around the premises of his luxurious ocean-side estate. 

Premises (pr+mZ2s Ms) is a noun that means 


 
(paragraph 2)


a. houses.


b. landscaping; gardens.


c. land and the buildings on it.


d. front entrance.

____4. From its tentative beginnings a mere 150 years ago, policing has become a formidable enterprise.

The scientist is not sure what caused the reaction, but he has a tentative theory.

Tentative (t+nZtM-t2v) is an adjective that means 


 (paragraph 5)


a. not fully worked out; uncertain.


b. confusing; difficult to understand.


c. complete; perfect.


d. embarrassing.

____5. From its tentative beginnings a mere 150 years ago, policing has become a formidable enterprise.

After being severely injured in a game, the young quarterback fought his way back to health with formidable determination.  

Formidable (fôrZm2-dM-bMl, fôr-m2dZM-) is an adjective that means 
 (paragraph 5)


a. inspiring awe or admiration.


b. deficient in; lacking.


c. poorly-directed.


d. temporary; lasting for a limited time.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Read each of the following questions. Then select the correct answer choice. Base your answers on information in the selection. You may refer to the selection as you answer the questions.

True or False

____1. The United States has had paid professional police forces since the nation began. 

____ 2. Policing in some form has been around since earliest recorded history. 

____ 3. Today, private security and citizen crime prevention programs are now a growing and important part of the policing and crime prevention system. 

Multiple-choice

_____4. In the United States, policing is the responsibility of

a. local law enforcement agencies.

b. state law enforcement agencies.

c. federal law enforcement agencies.

d. all of the above  

_____5. If the current trend continues, the number of sworn police officers will

a. increase.
b. decrease.
c. stay the same.

d. The number cannot be determined.

WRITING PROMPTS

Give your responses to each of the following items.

1. Were you surprised to learn that the description in the first three paragraphs of the selection were describing ancient Rome, 2,000 years ago? What steps did people take to try to protect themselves and their property then that people today still do?

2. List at least three things in the selection that were new or surprising to you.

3. As crime continues to increase, what other measures besides the ones mentioned in the selection do you think will come about? Explain your reasoning.

