Objective 

The workplace is constantly changing. Workforce trends are the long-term behavioral and organizational changes in the workplace. The growing use of teams to accomplish projects in a company is an example of a workforce trend. Hundreds of Web sites describe these workforce trends brought about by rapid change in the workplace. In both online activities, you will have the opportunity to visit Web sites describing workforce trends. The first activity will allow you to discover workforce trends producing major changes in the current workplace. The second activity requires you to choose a current workforce trend and analyze it.

Activity 11.1 

1. Select one of the Web sites describing workforce trends.
2. Read about future workforce trends.

3. List three workforce trends that you think will have the most significant impact on the current workplace. If you are unable to find three workforce trends on the Web site you have chosen, return to the Business English at Work Web site to find another Web site to visit.

4. Write a paragraph describing why you think the three trends that you selected will have a major impact on the workforce.

5. In your paragraph, underline the subject once and the verb twice. Make sure that your sentences have subject/verb agreement.

6. Write your name on your paper, and hand it in to your instructor.

Activity 11.2 

1. Select several of the Web sites describing workforce trends.
2. Explore the Web site to gain a better understanding of new workforce trends that may affect you when you enter the workforce.

3. Print out an article describing a workforce trend that you find interesting.

4. Working from the printout, choose two paragraphs and underline the subject once and the verb twice. If you find any errors in subject/verb agreement, indicate the correct verb.

5. On the back of your printout, write a short paragraph describing how the workforce trend will affect you when you enter the workforce. Is this trend a change for the better, or is it a change for the worse? Would a specific workforce trend prevent you from entering a job in a particular field? Explain. Make sure that your sentences have subject/verb agreement.

6. Write your name on your printout, and hand it in to your instructor.

