CD-ROM Activity 03-2





Instructions:  Revise the following short sentences using connectors and transitions to make the information more interesting and to achieve a smoother flowing message.  You may combine ideas into your sentences to provide variety and interest.  Then arrange your sentences in a logical order.  You may then arrange them in paragraphs.





The Cayman Islands were sighted by Christopher Columbus in 1503.


They were a group of islands surrounded by a lot of sea turtles.


The large number of sea turtles looked like rocks surrounding the islands.


Columbus named the islands Las Tortugas.


Las Tortugas means turtles in the Spanish language.


Later the islands became know as “Caymanas” from the Carib word for crocodiles.


Crocodiles in the Cayman Islands were hunted by ships.


Caymanas became a staging post for ships traveling from Jamaica to Central America and to Europe from Jamaica.


Caymanas was used to refresh water supplies and to pick up turtle meat and vegetables for the ocean voyage.


Permanent settlements did not begin until the late 1600s.


These settlers included Jamaicans, mariners, adventurers, and slaves from Africa.


From the late 1800s through the early 1900s the economy flourished.


Factors that contributed to this flourishing economy were coconuts, rope making, phosphate mining, farming, turtling, and boat building.


Adverse factors included a blight on the coconuts, dropping demand for turtle products, better deposits of phosphates elsewhere, and a series of hurricanes which struck the islands.


In 1670 the Cayman Islands were recognized as a British territory.


In 1863 the Cayman Islands became a dependency of Jamaica.


In 1959 the Cayman Islands ceased to be a dependency of Jamaica.


In 1962 the Cayman Islands became a British Crown Colony.  











