


CD-ROM Activity 06-1							 


Instructions:  Stephen Hawking is known as the greatest theoretical physicist since Albert Einstein.  Print one copy of the file about Stephen Hawking as shown. Use proofreaders’ marks to edit the document.  Key the changes you made to the document and print one copy. Name and save the file as CD Activity 06-1A if your instructor so directs.


�
			STEPHEN WILLIAM HAWKING


THE SMARTEST PERSON IN THE WORLD


Stephen William Hawking was borned in Oxford, England, on January 8, 1942.  He gratuated from the University College, Oxford, his father’s college.  He want to study mathamatics, but since it was not offered at University College, he choose physics.  After graduation, he went to Cambridge to do research in Cosmology and  earned his Ph.D. 


At the age of 21, while in college, he became ill and were diagnosted with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.  As his disease became more severer, he also become well known for his brillianse.  He as been called “the smartest person in the world in physics since Albert Einstein.”  He presently holds the position of Lucasian Profesor of Mathematics at Cambridge University.  This post was founded in 1663.  It was first held by Isaac Barrow, and than in 1663 by Isaac Newton.  Stephen is bestest knows for his book --A Brief History of Time: From the Big Bank to Black Holes.  


ALS has him confined to a wheelchair.  He lives near Cambridge University and uses his electric wheelchair to go to and form work.  Because of ALS, his speech became slurred and his voice eventually totaly lost.  Waltz Woltosz, a computer expert from California heard of Stephens plite and send him a program call Equalizer which he had written for his mother-in-law who had ALS also.  The college mounted a notebook computer and a speech synthesiser on Stephen’s wheelchair and by using this program Stephen could enter data on the screen with only the slightest movement.  This system allowed him to make a selection of words on the computer screen, sent them to the synthesizer which allowed him to speak at approximately 15 words per minute.  He hand  curlls around a small flat pad which he squeezes to enter commands in the computer.  He wrote his famous book as well as many articles using his computer.


Stephen made the comment that your voice is really important because with the slurred voice other people associated that with mental deficeincy. His attitude toward his illness is remarkable. He says you can always look around and find someone else worst off than you are. What an amazing person!


