
Choosing the Right Words

1. What are the basic building blocks (fundamental element) of writing?

2. What is the study of the meanings of words called?

3. What are the two basic types of meanings that words have, and what is the difference? 

4. What is the difference between an:

abridged dictionary

unabridged dictionary

5. What is the difference between a:

dictionary

thesaurus

6. What kinds of words should you use to make your writing clearer and more effective?

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

7. What is a cliché?

Give an example:

8. Give a definition and an example of each of the following:

homonym

pseudohomonym

antonym

synonym

9. What is meant by bias-free words?

Give an example:

10. Give an example of a gender specific word and its gender neutral counterpart.

C H A P T E R  2 C O N C E P T  R E V I E W
W O R K S H E E T

Your Name 

words

semantics

denotative—dictionary meaning

connotative—subtle, emotional, new meanings

abbreviated (does not have all the words)

contains all the words

meanings of words

synonyms for words

simple

concise

conversational

appropriate

correct

specific

positive

Trite, stereotyped expressions

“Good to the last drop”

words that sound the same to, two, too

words that sound similar accept, except

words with opposite meanings hot and cold

words with same meaning small, petite

words that do not discriminate

the old driver vs. the driver

Fireman vs. firefighter waitress vs. server
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