
Developing Sentences and Paragraphs

1. What is an independent clause?

2. What is a dependent clause?

3. What are the four types of sentences?

4. What are the nine guidelines for writing effective sentences?

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

5. List three ways that commas are frequently misused.

6. What is parallel construction?

7. Identify three ways to help write concise sentences.

8. How do you achieve unity in a paragraph?

9. What is a topic sentence?

10. What is coherence?

C H A P T E R  3 C O N C E P T  R E V I E W
W O R K S H E E T

Your Name 

An independent clause expresses a complete thought and can stand alone as a separate sentence; 

also known as a main or principal clause.

A dependent clause does not express a complete thought or cannot stand alone; it is also known 

as a subordinate clause.

Simple, compound, complex, compound-complex

Sentences should contain only one idea.

Sentences should contain only one complete thought.

Sentences should use the active voice.

Sentences should be grammatically correct.

Sentences should be punctuated correctly.

Sentences should be concise.

Sentences should be varied in length.

Sentences should be varied in structure.

Sentences should fit together naturally.

Commas are often omitted when needed; inserted where not needed; or misplaced within the sentence.

Parallel construction is using similar grammatical structures in phrases, clauses, and lists to express similar ideas.

Eliminate useless words; avoid repetition; and omit obvious statements.

Unity exists when all the sentences in a paragraph relate to one topic.

The topic sentence expresses the main idea of the paragraph.

Coherence is the result of an orderly presentation of sentences or paragraphs.
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