
Chapter 3

Cyberpornography
· Pornography is explicit sexual material. 

· Cyberpornography is simply pornography found on the internet

· Since pornography is not illegal for all individuals because of age, it can at times be deviant and when the user is not of age it is then a criminal activity. 

Demographic Characteristics of Persons Using Pornography in Three Technological Contexts
Timothy Buzzell
· The technology of the 1970’s and 1980’s had a very large impact on pornography. 

· Personal computers and the internet have had an even larger impact on the industry. 

· Does technology matter to the access to and use of pornography?

· Article uses a descriptive analysis of the General Social Survey to answer this question. 

· Technology and Pornography since 1970

· Research on the topic focuses on two main areas

· Impact of technology on the industry of pornography in general 

· Impact of technology on the qualitative forms of pornography 

· Attorney General’s Commission on Pornography in 1986(known as the Meese Commission) gave attention to the technology advances and their impact on the availability of pornography. 

· Noted the impact the VCR was having in creating adult theatres. 

· Lane (2000) noted the importance of the internet in this area. 

· Williams (1999) suggested that the internet as well as video was having an impact on the genres of pornography. 

· More focus on “hardcore”

· Williams and Lane pointed to three important technological advances 

· Film in the 1970’s

· Videotapes in the 1980’s

· The internet in the 1990’s

· The internet brought the most privacy, eliminating the need to leave the home to attain pornography. 

· Research on the Pornography-Technology Nexus

· Gagnon and Simon (1970) noted that “technological” and “scientific” changes in society would result in new sexual practices. 

· Meese Commission collected data from selected cities and found that use was moving from urban adult bookstores and theaters to home based viewing. 

· Few national, cross-sectional surveys have been designed to look at the nature of online pornography. 

· Most of them fail to use true random sampling techniques. 

· NO national, cross sectional, random sample surveys of pornography use in the US exists. 

· Why the author chose the GSS

· Methodology

· General Social Survey

· National opinion Research Center, taken since 1972

· Interviews from about 1200 random individuals

· 3 Questions were determined to look at the different technologies mentioned in this article

· In 1973, “have you seen an X-rated movie in the past year?”

· In 1994, “have you seen an x-rated film in a theatre or on a VCR in the past year?”

· In 2002, “how often in the last 30 days have you visited a sexually explicit website?”

· Analysis examined the percentage of respondents who report yes and no to the three items. 

· Also looked at 8 demographic items

· Sex, age, race, education, income, employment status, marital status, population setting

· Chi square used to test the null hypothesis. 

· Findings and Discussion

· Since 1973 around 1\4th of the sample had seen an x-rated film in the past year. 

· All time low in 1980, 16%

· All time high in 1987, 29.9%

· More men than women 

· Greater portion of male, young, nonwhite, completed high school, higher income

· 1973: 25.4%, 1994 (theatre or VCR): 22.5%, 2002 (internet): 14%

· Suggests that film and videotape technology of the 1970s and 1980s had reached more of the population than the internet in 2002. 

· Single persons more likely than married persons to view pornography 

· Overall, fewer in rural areas, compared to urban areas have viewed pornography. 

· Conclusions

· Preliminary analysis

· Rudimentary measures

· Limitations:

· No measure of frequency

· Measure of technology used is vague

· Pattern of pornography viewing changes, could resemble political and legal effects. 

· Also parallel new technologies

· In general, analysis does show that technology matters. 

New technology does not have much of an effect for young people, males, or single persons. 

· Adult Social Bonds and Use of Internet Pornography
· Steven Stack, Ira Wasserman, Roger Kern
· Pornography is a huge commercial success
· Pornography hardcore video rentals were 75 million in 1986 and went to 665 million in 1996.
· The industry grossed eight billion dollars in 1996.
· Cyberporn is a new form of pornography. 
· In 1997 there were about 900 porn sites on the internet. 
· In 1998 that had grown to between 20,000-30,000.
· Cyberporn revenue was $700 million in the late 1990s.
· Some literature on cyberporn
· None look at why some use cyberporn and others do not. 
· What this paper adds to the literature:
· Supplements previous research with a descriptive analysis and a testing of a sociological theoretical framework on cyberporn use. 
· Theoretical model which focuses on social control, social learning, and opportunity theories.
· Extends previous research on adult social bonds and deviance.
· Analysis incorporates knowledge based dimension of opportunity theories.
· Incorporates measures of deviant lifestyles. 
· First study to apply these theories to the problem of cyberporn. 
· Previous Literature and Theoretical Framework 
· Previous research mainly in psychology and clinical research
· Three general categories present in literature
· Proposals to apply psychological antecedents of pornography use to the problem of cyberporn
· Clinical studies of patients and convicted offenders
· Descriptive studies
· Psychology studies have speculated certain factors are related to pornography use
· personality disorders
· traumas
· biological disorders
· substance abuse
· Based primarily on studies of offline sexual deviance
· Clinical studies primary case studies which look at how cyberporn use is related to hyper-sexual disorders
· Present Study
· First uses social control theory for building theoretical framework
· All people are inherently criminal
· Bonds, or stakes in conformity lower the odds of deviance. 
· Types of Bonds
· Martial bonds
· Religious bonds
· Bonds to conservative beliefs
· Socioeconomic bonds
· Deviant Sexual Lifestyles
· Cyberporn may be a part of being a member of a deviant subculture, which emphasizes sexuality
· May also be a derivative of a more individual based sex-driveness. 
· Opportunity Factors
· Criminal activities occur when three things happen
· presence of a class of motivated offenders
· those with more computer knowledge and skills
· absence of guardians and other deterrents to crime
· children, teenagers in the home
· presence of a suitable target
· Methods
· Data is from the General Social Survey (2000)
· Persons who reported internet use (N=531)
· Dependent Variable: Wether or not the individual had viewed a sexually explicit website in the last 30 days
· Social Bonds: measured with three questions
· frequency of church attendance
· conservative religious beliefs
· religious dimension of belief
· Bonds to a Spouse: measured by happy marriage
· Bonds to Liberal Beliefs: self-reported political liberalism scale
· Socioeconomic Bonds: education, income, occupational status
· Opportunity Factors: measured in two ways
· Knowledge of a computer
· Presence of teenage child in home
· Deviant Lifestyles
· Committed adultery
· paid for or being paid for sex
· number of sexual partners
· drug use
· crack
· intravenous drugs
· Demographics
· Gender, Race, Urban/Rural, Region
· Analysis
· Gender (Male) strong predictor of use of cyberporn
· Happily married individuals less likely to look at cyberporn
· Increase in liberalism show increase in cyberporn 
· Increase in church attendance, decrease in use of cyberporn
· Increase in knowledge of computers, increase in use of cyberporn
· Discussion
· Strong support for links between social control variables and use of cyberporn. 
· Direct links to religious, martial and political bonds
· Some support for Opportunity theory
· Strong relationship between gender and cyberporn
· Consistent with previous research

