Chapter 6

Hackers

· Criminal subcultures exist everywhere, including the internet. 

· Some may harbor individuals who need to learn more about computer operating systems in order to commit crimes. 

Hackers
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· Hacker is a new figure of the late 20th century.

· Probably first emerged at MIT out of electrical engineering labs. 

· MIT students liked to play pranks, which they called “hacks”

· Hackers at first, worked together, looking for mutual recognition. 

· Pentagon funded programs in the 1950s and 1960s to help with basic computing research at both MIT, Stanford, and other Universities. 

· Hacking is somewhat of a governing ideal in programming. 

· “Hacking” also became a term used to mean exploring computer networks.

· Because hacking was not a derogatory term when it was first introduced, those individuals who find their way into other networks to commit criminal activities are sometimes known as “crackers”

· At MIT hackers shared each other’s information and worked freely together. They did not secure their files. 

· This was a hallmark of early internet culture: sharing information. 

· The hacker culture did not like the creation of laws and companies to rid them of sharing information and software. 

· They created the Free Software Movement, and the Open Source Movement.

