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SHOW: NBC Nightly News

DATE: April 29, 2005

BRIAN WILLIAMS, anchor:

And we have more tonight on what is the fastest-growing type of crime in this

country these days: identity theft.  Despite the fact that virtually everyone

knows it happens, it keeps happening.  So it's so high-tech and so widespread,

law enforcement is struggling to get a handle on it.  But they are trying. Here

with that, NBC's Tom Costello.

TOM COSTELLO reporting:

In San Diego, a high-tech, undercover, multijurisdictional task force called

the "CATCH Team," targeting the nationwide identity theft epidemic.  Keith Burt

is the deputy DA.

Mr. KEITH BURT: This is the fastest growing crime in the United States today,

and it is worldwide.  We had one individual who had 10 million profiles in his

computer alone.

COSTELLO: That's 10 million identities.  And in recent months, at least another

five million have been lost or stolen from some very big names, including: the

University of California-Berkeley, Bank of America, ChoicePoint, the Nevada

DMV, DSW Shoe Warehouse, Boston College, Ameritrade, and the list goes on. 

Police say there is now an all-out criminal effort to steal our identities, and

trying to stay anonymous is virtually almost impossible.  Whether it's through

our credit cards, our banking account information, our online activity, even

our garbage, everybody is vulnerable. At task force headquarters in San Diego,

credit cards, driver's licenses, bank statements and checkbooks, all of them

stolen.

Mr. TERRY JENSEN (San Diego CATCH Team Commander): This is one case, and one

suspect, and probably some other folks with that suspect, victimizing two,

three, four, 500 families in a particular area.

COSTELLO: Now federal, state and local investigators are coordinating efforts

on all five California teams.

Mr. JENSEN: Is it a finger in the dike?  Though I don't like to admit that it

probably is, but we're working real hard to make sure it stays plugged the best

we can.

COSTELLO: A leak that already costs Americans some $52 billion each year. Tom

Costello, NBC News, New York.

WILLIAMS: By the way, there's more on the widespread problem, including ways to

protect yourself, it's on our Web site nightly.msnbc.com.  And we'll be right

back with one state's struggle to be right on time.
