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KATIE COURIC, co-host:

But first Matt, an update now on a story every parent needs to hear about the

dangers of strangers online. Several months ago we introduced you to a teenager

who fell victim to sexual predators on the Internet after he set up a webcam in

his bedroom. Well, today 19-year-old Justin Berry is headed to Capitol Hill to

tell his story. We'll speak exclusively with him in just a moment. But first,

NBC's Norah O'Donnell has more from Capitol Hill this morning.

Norah, good morning.

NORAH O'DONNELL reporting:

Good morning, Katie. Well, it is a horror story that would send shivers down

the spine of any parent: child sex predators are preying on the Internet, and

today a former child porn star, Justin Berry, tans--plans to tell Congress how

a $20 webcam may be the biggest danger facing America's children.

Justin Berry was once a very lonely 13-year-old boy. So he got a webcam, hoping

to connect online and find friends. But he never ended up meeting anyone his

own age.

Mr. JUSTIN BERRY (Lured Into Internet Porn at Age 13): It screwed me up bad.

O'DONNELL: Within 10 minutes of posting his image online, he was contacted by a

sexual predator.

Mr. KURT EICHENWALD (The New York Times): In the minutes and hours and days

that followed, they swarmed on him until there were many, many, many adult men

all working on this one little boy.

O'DONNELL: Kurt Eichenwald of the New York Times uncovered Justin's story. At

first, Justin was offered money to take off his shirt. Then his underwear.

Mr. EICHENWALD: And very soon thereafter there are new requests that get more

and more explicit until eventually Justin is stripping naked and masturbating

for money on the Internet.

O'DONNELL: Justin admits he was paid by more than 1,000 men to perform sexual

acts.

Unidentified Man: Justin's case is not unique. There are thousands of kids who

are doing exactly what Justin did.

O'DONNELL: In fact, sexual exploitation of children on the Internet is growing.

One in every five children report being sexually solicited online. Internet

child pornography generates an estimated $20 billion worldwide; online music,

just 3 billion.

Man: For predators, it's a shopping bazaar. It's a place where they can go see

the children they're interested in, get information about them and target them.

O'DONNELL: And perhaps what's most stunning, Katie, is that Justin says he has

turned over to the Justice Department some 1500 names of potential pedophiles,

and to date there have been just two arrests. Katie:

COURIC: All right. Norah O'Donnell on Capitol Hill. Norah, thanks so much.

Justin Berry and New York Times reporter Kurt Eichenwald--the man who convinced

Justin to leave the Internet porn business--are both in Washington DC this

morning.

Good morning to both of you.

Mr. BERRY: Good morning.

Mr. EICHENWALD: Morning.

COURIC: Justin, let me start with you. The name of this hearing is "Sexual

Exploitation of Children Over the Internet: What Parents, Kids and Congress

Need to Know About Child Predators." Why, Justin, do you feel it's so important

that you testify today, and what do you hope to communicate during this

hearing?

Mr. BERRY: Well, the importance of this hearing today is not only to make this

nation aware of what's going on on the Internet, but to hopefully go ahead and

change some thoughts and ways people view Internet child pornography. I don't

think it's an issue that's dealt with seriously enough.

COURIC: You know, I think that--that it's such a shocking story, Justin, your

story, because as you mention you were just 13 years old. You were president of

your class I understand, you made good grades in school, but you were lonely.

You were hoping to connect with--with kids over the Internet. Can you explain

how you got lured into this, and how it became really a huge enterprise

ultimately for you?

Mr. BARRY: Correct. The Internet is a place where you can speak freely and make

all kinds of new friends. For a lonely kid, that--that's heaven.  It

really--it's--it's amazing the--the amount of--the amount of time these people

will spend speaking to these children online, gaining their trust and

confidence.

COURIC: How do they do that, though, Justin? I mean, in other words, how do

these predators kind of convince you you could trust them? What sort of things

would they say?

Mr. BARRY: The differences between online predators and in real life, as you

would meet them on the street, the Internet gives you a sense of trust, it

gives you a sense of, `This isn't a stranger here.' So when these children are

speaking to people on the Internet, they don't get that same gist of, `Should I

be talking to this person? Should I be telling them where I live? Should I be

telling them what I like to do for fun?' And once they've gained your child's

trust, that's not a good situation. It's--it's disturbing.

COURIC: Meanwhile, there were 1500 in all who I guess exploited you in one way

or another. I know that you gave these names to the Justice Department, and

you're very upset that the Justice Department did not respond more expediently

to your concerns, and really pursue this case more aggressively, is that right?

Mr. BARRY: Truthfully, it's--it's not--this issue isn't about me being upset

because someone didn't do something. The issue here is children are in danger,

and if no one's going to do anything about it, well, we've got a real issue

here. And we're just doing the best we can to see what can be done.

COURIC: Meanwhile, Justin, how did you keep this from your parents? I'm sure a

lot of parents out there are saying, `You know, if my kid did this, I would

know about it.' How did you remain so secretive?

Mr. BARRY: You know, my mom and my family didn't know about it for quite some

time. It's not difficult to keep things on the Internet secret. Kids and

teenagers these days know much more about computers and technology than adults

do, so it really--it isn't that surprising that my parents didn't know about

it.

COURIC: And many of these predators I guess talk to each other and sort of form

this massive network, right?

Mr. BARRY: Correct. I'm not too sure on the back-end infrastructure of that.

Kurt might be able to help you a little bit more. However, these people are

manipulative and they're relentless, and they will--they will get what they

want.

COURIC: Kurt, why don't you tell us a little bit about this, because I know as

part of your investigation you met actually Justin in the first place and

convinced him to abandon this--this pornography site, or this practice of--of

being exploited by this webcam. And you also talked to about 300 of the

predators, is that right, Kurt?

Mr. EICHENWALD: I--I--I didn't talk to them, I basically tracked them down.

Justin had access to their names, their credit card information, their home

addresses, their IP addresses--basically what they used to sign up to his site

with. It was information no one ever thought would be turned over to The New

York Times, or certainly to the federal government. And in the end, what I did

was utilize that information to figure out what is the character type. What

is--who are the people who are looking at this kid, who are paying for it?

COURIC: And--and in fact, Kurt, I was going to say, this is one of the most

shocking things of all about this story, is the kind of individuals who were

pursuing Justin. We're talking about lawyers, doctors, pediatricians, right?

Mr. EICHENWALD: The--the--absolutely the part of this that both stunned me and

disturbed Justin was these were not evil people hiding off on the outskirts of

society. These were our neighbors. These were people you would see every day.

You know, I'm a father with three kids, and I got to tell you, from the moment

I realized who the people were who were paying this boy, and more important who

were talking to him online in ways that were unbelievably degrading, when I

realized that these were people that my kids could encounter any day, I was

terrified.

COURIC: It really makes you sort of sick to your stomach.

Meanwhile, Justin, I know you turned to drugs, but you've stopped taking drugs,

you've just completed your first quarter of college, you're making some

friends. You're doing much better than you were. But I can only imagine the

emotional toll, Justin, this whole experience, for five years, has taken on

you. How are you doing emotionally, do you think?

Mr. BARRY: You know, I'd have to say yesterday was pretty rough day, today will

be as well. It's not fun reliving these past events. However, at the same time

these children need to be saved, so you got to do what you got to do.

COURIC: Well--well, I sure think it's--it's very brave of you, Justin--you're

certainly an articulate young man--that you're going up to Capitol Hill and

before members of Congress to talk about what I'm sure is very painful.

In closing, Kurt, what do you think needs to be done? I know you think webcams

should be banned, but you know, the inter--it's like the Wild West of the

information age. How can you control these things?

Mr. EICHENWALD: I'm--I'm never one in favor of banning much of anything.  I

am--what I think is that good parenting requires the parent to stand back and

say, `Why does my kid need a webcam?' To a degree, a webcam is like a gun. I

wouldn't keep one in my kid's home--my kid's room, even if I was a hunter. I

would make sure I had it locked up, I would make sure that it was used

properly. So parents need to be very aware, webcams are not just cute little

devices, they are very, very dangerous.

But secondly, I would also be very aggressive on--we--we need a very strong law

enforcement effort here. And from what I have seen we just do not have that at

this point.

COURIC: And you're frustrated with the--the response by the authorities once

this was reported. Only two arrests, too.

Mr. EICHENWALD: I--I'm more surprised than anything. I mean I--I--while I don't

write about child porn, I do write about law enforcement. I've been doing it

for 20 years. And usually, you know, in the cases I've seen over the years,

when--when prosecutors are presented with, you know, a ca--a--a case that is

basically in the box with the bow wrapped on ready to go...

COURIC: Right.

Mr. EICHENWALD: ...they--they tend to go out and be very aggressive about it.

In this instance that just has not happened.

COURIC: Well, Kurt Eichenwald, Justin Berry, again, thank you both so much for

talking with us this morning, and good luck today.

Mr. BARRY: Thanks.

Mr. EICHENWALD: Thank you.
