Part One

1

CONTENTS

Preface iii

THE SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION

C. Wright Mills The Promise 1

In this classic essay, Mills explains the essential lesson of
sociology: To truly understand people’s behavior, we must
acquire and learn to use the sociological imagination. Only
then will we be able to see the impact of larger social
structures.

Stephanie Coontz  How History and Sociology
Can Help Today’s Families 7

Are men and women from different planets? Are America’s
youth in more trouble than ever before? Coontz shows us how
understanding the social context of relationships helps us to
gain a deeper understanding of the issues on most people’s
minds in modern society.

Lisa J. McIntyre Hernando Washington 18

In this tale of real-life murder, McIntyre explains
how sometimes we can make sense of what appears
to be senseless by exercising our sociological
imaginations.

vii



viii

CONTENTS

Part Two

4

Part Three
8

THE RESEARCH CRAFT

Simon Davis  Men as Success Objects and
Women as Sex Objects: A Study of Personal
Advertisements 28

What do men and women really want in potential mates?
Davis suggests that using unobtrusive research methods can
help us get beyond the “politically correct” to find the real
answers.

Gary Wyatt  Skipping Class: An Analysis of
Absenteeism Among First-Year College Students 35

According to many professors, student absenteeism can be a
problem. We wonder, “What’s wrong with those students?
Don’t they care about their education?” But, is missing class
really just a “personal trouble”? Or, is something else going
on? Professor Wyatt did what sociologists do best—some
research.

Lisa J. McIntyre Doing the Right Thing: Ethics
in Research 43

In recent years, the work of social researchers has come
under increasing scrutiny. In her paper, McIntyre discusses
the sometimes scandalous history of research and explores
what it means today to be an ethical social researcher.

Philip Meyer If Hitler Asked You to Electrocute
a Stranger, Would You? Probably 53

As Meyer recounts, Stanley Milgram’s research on obedience
taught us a great deal about the extent to which everyday
people will do as they are told—even when what they are
told to do is repulsive. But, was gaining this knowledge
worth the emotional price paid by Milgram’s subjects?

CULTURE

Clyde Kluckhohn  Queer Customs 64

What is culture? How does it affect our lives? How is
culture different from society? In this classic piece,
anthropologist Kluckhohn explains how social scientists
define and use the concept of culture.



10

11

12

13

CONTENTS

Horace Miner Body Ritual Among
the Nacirema 70

Miner’s account of the Nacirema shows how daunting is the
task of cross-cultural researchers—how they must put aside
personal biases and cope with the exotic and sometimes
repugnant behaviors of the people they study.

Cheryl Laz Act Your Age 75

Sociologists tend to question many of the things that most
people take for granted. In the process we have discovered
surprising things about social life. In this article, Professor
Laz managed to surprise even many sociologists when she
found something that even sociologists have taken for
granted as not very social: age. Age, she argues, is not just
something we have, it’s something we perform. And how we
perform it depends upon the expectations of those around us.

Laurie Scheuble and David R. Johnson
Marital Name Change: Plans and Attitudes
of College Students 85

As Shakespeare’s Juliet so famously asked, “What's in a
name?” Parents agonize over baby names and marketers
spend millions to capture just the right monikers for their
products. Do women about to be wed put much thought
into losing the surnames they’ve had since birth?

Elijah Anderson The Code of the Streets 94

While many see only lawlessness and disorder on the
streets of our inner cities, Anderson explains that it is
otherwise. Even where what seems to be unregulated
violence prevails, there are norms that must be and are
respected.

William T. Bielby Rock in a Hard Place:
Grassroots Cultural Production in the
Post-Elvis Era 103

When Elvis Presley appeared for the first time on national
television in 1956, his performance shocked American adults.
Although a few critics said he was just a passing fancy, many
worried that Presley’s influence would undermine American
culture. The truth was something in the middle.

ix



X CONTENTS

Part Four

14

15

16

17

18

SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Erving Goffman  The Presentation of Self
in Everyday Life 118

Shakespeare put it this way: “All the world’s a stage.”
Goffman transformed the Bard’s insight into one of our
most interesting and robust perspectives on the social
world.

Adrian F. Aveni  The Not-So-Lonely Crowd:
Friendship Groups in Collective Behavior 127

People in crowds have been known to do crazy things; it’s

as if being a participant in a mass of individuals gives one
license to do anything. But, are crowds really the anonymous
collections of people they seem to be?

Philip G. Zimbardo  The Pathology
of Imprisonment 132

Whether you end up being one of the good guys or one of
the bad guys can sometimes depend less on your personal
qualities than on the roles you are required to play. At least,
that is what Zimbardo found in the famous “Stanford Prison
Experiment.”

Greta Foff Paules  “Getting” and “Making”
aTip 137

You take a friend out to dinner and receive lousy service.
“Well,” you explain to your dining partner, “I'll just leave a
lousy tip. That will send a message to our waitress.” Sound
familiar? According to Paules’s research, chances are that’s a
message your waitress will never receive.

Natalie Adams and Pamela Bettis
Commanding the Room in Short Skirts: Cheering
as the Embodiment of Ideal Girlhood 145

A generation ago, no one thought of cheerleading as a sport;
cheerleading conjured up images of pompoms, short skirts,
and pep. Today, cheerleading requires an athleticism that
rivals that displayed by the best players on the field. Why
the change?



19

Part Five

20

21

22

23

24

CONTENTS

Harvey Molotch  The Rest Room and Equal
Opportunity 158

Now, here’s an important question: Why do women spend
so much time in the bathroom?

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND SOCIALIZATION

Steven Brint, Mary F. Contreras, and Michael
T. Matthews  Socialization Messages in Primary
Schools: An Organizational Analysis 162

Besides the “Three R’s,” just what is being taught to primary

school students? If you've been listening to some of the
political debates, the answers may just surprise you.

Blake E. Ashford and Glen E. Kreiner “How
Can You Do 1t?” Dirty Work and the Challenge
of Constructing a Positive Identity 182

Every society has them—occupations that are socially

necessary but looked down upon as tainted. How do people
cope with doing work that is stigmatized?

Gwynne Dyer Anybody’s Son Will Do 205

How difficult is it to turn ordinary boys into professional
killers? Apparently, it's not that hard, as long as you know
what buttons to push.

Thomas J. Schmid and Richard S. Jones
Suspended Identity: Identity Transformation

in a Maximum Security Prison 217

“ A prison sentence constitutes a ‘massive assault’ on the
identity of those imprisoned.” What happens to the self in

prison? Can the self ever really be reclaimed once someone
gets out of prison?

Lynn Zimmer How Women Reshape the Prison
Guard Role 229
Sociologists frequently stress the power of social roles to

shape individuals” behavior. Zimmer finds that, under some
circumstances, individuals can shape social roles.

xi



xii

CONTENTS

25

Part Six

26

27

28

29

30

Patti A. Giuffre and Christine L. Williams
Not Just Bodlies: Strategies for Desexualizing the
Physical Examination of Patients 241

For physicians and nurses a naked body is routine; it’s
nothing to get excited about. Right?

DEVIANCE AND SOCIAL CONTROL

Emile Durkheim  The Normality of Crime 258

In this excerpt from a classic essay, Durkheim explains why
crime and deviance are inevitable parts of social life.

William J. Chambliss  The Saints and the
Roughnecks 260

Sociologists continue to find more and more evidence that
frequently who you are is more important than what you do.
Using evidence gathered during a two-year study of high
school students, Chambliss illustrates this important
dynamic.

D. L. Rosenhan  On Being Sane in Insane
Places 272

You may be surprised by what you read in this classic
account of what happened when some “sane” people
checked themselves into mental hospitals.

A. Ayres Boswell and Joan Z. Spade
Fraternities and Collegiate Rape Culture: Why
Are Some Fraternities More Dangerous Places
for Women? 280

In the 1980s, several social researchers concluded that college
fraternities are dangerous places for women visitors. In this
more evenhanded account of the effect of fraternity culture
on individual behavior, the authors explain that not all
fraternities are alike.

Emily E. LaBeff, Robert E. Clark, Valerie J.
Haines, and George M. Diekhoff  Situational
Ethics and College Student Cheating 293

Everybody “knows” that cheating is wrong, but is it always
wrong? The authors of this research report explore the



31

Part Seven

32

33

34

35

CONTENTS

various reasons that college students give for cheating. How
persuasive do you find their explanations?

Michael L. Benson Denying the Guilty Mind:
Accounting for Involvement in a White-Collar
Crime 299

“My speedometer cable is broken and I had no idea I was
driving so fast!” “My alarm didn’t go off this morning—
that’s why I missed the final exam.” “My printer stopped
working so I can’t turn in the paper on time.” It’s routine to
offer explanations or “accounts” to excuse or justify our
misdeeds so that people won’t condemn our behavior. But
what happens if we get caught doing something really
wrong? In this article, you will read the accounts offered by
men convicted of white-collar crimes.

INEQUALITY

James Loewen The Land of Opportunity 308

Sociologists” obsession with inequality surprises many
laypeople (and most students). Why is that? Historian
Loewen claims it’s because most students leave high school
as “terrible sociologists.”

Barbara Ehrenreich  Nickel and Dimed:
On (Not) Getting By in America 318

Ehrenreich has written a lot of books and articles, but in 1998
she left home to try to discover how people survive working
minimum-wage jobs. She wasn't a great success in this part of
the real world.

Katherine Newman and Chauncy Lennon
The Job Ghetto 336

In their account of the problems faced by workers in the
inner cities, Newman and Lennon provide an important
warning for anyone who thinks that there are easy answers
to unemployment.

Joe R. Feagin Racism 339

If ever there comes a time that I want absolute silence in my
classroom, I will simply announce, “Today, we are going to
talk about racism.” Feagin’s article helped me to understand
why the silence is so deafening.

xiii



Xiv

CONTENTS

36

37

38

39

40

Roxanna Harlow “Race Doesn’t Matter,

But . . .” The Effect of Race on College Professors’
Experiences and Emotion Management in the
Undergraduate College Classroom 353

A lot of research has focused on how race affects the
experience of being a student; Professor Harlow follows a
different tact to study how race affects professors.

Robin D. G. Kelley Confessions of a Nice Negro,
or Why | Shaved My Head 371

Everybody liked him, so what possessed this mild-mannered
college professor to transform himself into a scary person?
Why would he want to strike terror into the hearts of others?
Why was this transformation so easy?

Yin Ling Leung  The Model Minority Myth: Asian
Americans Confront Growing Backlash 379

Members of some groups are subjected to discrimination
because they are deemed to be inferior; members of other
groups are subjected to discrimination because they are
deemed to be superior. Leung’s account of the status of Asian
Americans helps us to unravel the paradox.

Adriane Fugh-Berman, M.D. Tales Out of
Medical School 384

““Why are women'’s brains smaller than men’s?” asked a
[male] surgeon of a group of students in the doctors’

lounge. . . . ‘Because they're missing logic!”” It wasn’t the

sort of lesson Dr. Berman had expected to learn in medical
school, but it was one the students tried to teach her over and
over again.

Randall Collins  Afterword: The Sociological Eye
and Its Blinders 388

Here’s another chance to think about what is so special about
how sociologists look at the world.





