
xv

Preface

California is more than just another state. It is also a dream, a fantasy, a state of
mind. This California of our collective imagination draws its power from universal
human needs. Founded on expectation and hope, it promises to fulfill our deepest
longings for opportunity and success, sunshine and beauty, health and long life,
freedom, and even a foretaste of the future.

Two of the logical consequences of this dreamlike image of California have been
growth and diversity. Throughout its history, the Golden State has attracted from
across the country and around the world millions of newcomers pursuing the
California dream. Today California is by far the most populous state in the union,
home to about one out of every eight persons living in the United States. California
is also the nation’s most ethnically diverse state. Ethnic minorities make up over
half of the state’s burgeoning population of more than 38 million; in other words,
every Californian now is a member of one minority group or another.

For many Californians, the dream of a better life has been realized. California is
the nation’s wealthiest state, ranking first in industrial and agricultural production.
It leads in high technology and is home to the nation’s entertainment industry. If
California were a separate country, it would rank eighth among the nations of the
world in gross domestic product.

Other Californians have found the dream denied. Running through the state’s
history is a bitter strain of conflict. On its way to greatness, California has been bur-
dened by a legacy of racism and nativism, episodes of discrimination and exclusion,
a sometimes violent struggle between labor and capital, and an intense contest over
the state’s land and water resources. In recent years, problems such as pollution, in-
come inequality, and a deteriorating infrastructure have caused deep concern among
many Californians. This concern has been compounded by a widespread distrust of
government. As frustration deepened in the early twenty-first century, thoughtful
observers questioned whether the state would be able to meet the ongoing chal-
lenges of growth and diversity generated by the California dream.
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First published 45 years ago, California: An Interpretive History has become the
standard in the field. The tenth edition retains all the strengths of the earlier editions.
It provides a comprehensive survey of the state’s cultural and social affairs, along
with an account of its political and economic history; it appraises the state’s virtues
and accomplishments, as well as its faults and failures. Original interpretations are
offered of California’s most controversial and persistent problems. 

To guide the reader through the interpretive narrative, the text is divided into six
sections, each of which begins with an overview of the chapters ahead. This divi-
sion provides a sense of interpretive cohesion, giving the reader a broad perspective
on the various eras of state history. Likewise, each chapter opens with a brief intro-
ductory section, previewing the material to be covered. 

The preparation of the tenth edition has been guided by the assumption that the
main body of the text remains sound. Thus, as in previous editions, the earlier chap-
ters have not been changed significantly in either content or sequence. New schol-
arship in the field has been included wherever relevant; and minor changes have
been made to smooth the narrative and define unfamiliar terms. Throughout the
text, greater attention has been paid to the diversity of California’s population—in
matters of race, ethnicity, gender, and sexual orientation. Most particularly, new
“voices” from the historical record have been added to enliven the prose and allow
the reader to identify more readily with the events being described. New illustra-
tions have been added, and the selected bibliographies at the end of each chapter
have been updated.

The last of the six units, “The Challenge of California,” has been substantially
revised to reflect the most recent developments in the state’s dynamic political, eco-
nomic, cultural and social history. The political narrative encompasses the second
term of the Schwarzenegger administration and the advent of new leadership.
Additional interpretive material focuses on a wide range of topics—the collapse of
the housing bubble and subsequent mortgage meltdown, the ongoing structural
deficit in state finances, the debate over health-care reform, racial disparities in pub-
lic education, protests against increased fees in higher education, the reform of state
water policy, the renewed search for alternative fuels, and the passage of landmark
global-warming legislation.

Also now available for students and instructors is an expanded and updated Website,
www.mhhe.com/rawls10e. The site includes student quizzes, exercises. Instructors may
download from the site dozens of historic photos, paintings, broadsides, and other doc-
uments from the collections of the California Historical Society. These images are
password protected; instructors may use the downloaded images to create PowerPoint
classroom presentations. The site also includes an Instructor’s Manual with objective
and essay questions for each chapter as well as suggested lecture topics and audiovi-
sual resources.

I have benefited from the advice and assistance of many individuals in the prep-
aration of this book. My greatest debt is to Eugene C. Lee, former Director of the
Institute of Governmental Studies at the University of California, Berkeley, who
generously read and commented on the new material in the latter chapters of 
this edition. Likewise, for many kindnesses, I am indebted to Professor Charles
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Faulhaber, the Director of the Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley, and to David
Crosson, the Executive Director of the California Historical Society in San Francisco.
I also acknowledge the assistance of the late Ted K. Bradshaw, James D. Hart and
James J. Parsons, all of the University of California, Berkeley. Special thanks to my
father, Jabus W. Rawls, who provided valuable technical support, and to the Honor-
able Allen G. Minker for his helpful suggestions on recent California politics.

Others who have contributed to the book’s improvement are Ricardo Almeraz,
Allan Hancock College; Art R. Aurano, Antelope Valley College; Gordon Morris
Bakken, California State University, Fullerton; Jacqueline R. Braitman, University
of California, Los Angeles; Gregg M. Campbell, California State University,
Sacramento; Stephen Cole, Notre Dame de Namur University; Vanessa Crispin-
Peralta, Westmont College; Kathryn Wiler Dabelow, Pasadena City College;
Raymond F. Dasmann, University of California, Santa Cruz; David Eakins, San
Jose State University; Robert L. Fricke, West Valley College; Joel Goldman, San
Francisco State University; Gerald Haslam, California State University, Sonoma;
Deanna Heikkinen, Lake Tahoe Community College; Robert V. Hine, University of
California, Riverside; James D. Houston, University of California, Santa Cruz;
Linda Ivey, California State University - East Bay; Kenneth Kennedy, College of
San Mateo; William King, Mt. San Antonio College; Dan Krieger, California Poly-
technic State University, San Luis Obispo; Gary F. Kurutz, California State Library;
Anne Lindsay, California State University at San Bernardino; Ward M. McAfee,
California State University, San Bernardino; Delores Nason McBroome, Humboldt
State University; Shirley Ann Wilson Moore, California State University,
Sacramento; Spencer C. Olin, Jr., University of California, Irvine; Donald H.
Pflueger, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona; Robert Phelps, California
State University - East Bay; Brian Plummer, Azusa Pacific University; Narges
Rabii, Santiago Canyon College; Margaret E. Riley, Las Positas College; Allan
Schoenherr, Fullerton College; Mark Sigmon, San Francisco State University; Ray
Stafanson, Chabot College; James Steidel, Cañada College; Mark S. Still, College of
San Mateo; Gregory H. Tilles, Diablo Valley College; Bonnie N. Trask, Fresno City
College; Jules Tygiel, San Francisco State University; Mary Jo Wainwright, Imperial
Valley College; James C. Williams, California History Center, DeAnza College;
Jerry Williams, California State University, Chico; and Charles Wollenberg, Vista
College.

My students at Diablo Valley College have continued to share with me their
enthusiasm for California history, and to them I am especially grateful.

James J. Rawls
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