  Update XII
Money Matters

You might ask your students whether money motivated them to major in journalism. You could preface your question with the remark that there is nothing immoral about wanting to earn a decent living. 

 Anthony Trollope said his “first object in taking up literature as a profession was that which is common to the barrister when he goes to the bar, and the baker when he sets up his oven. I wished to make an income on which I and those belonging to me might live in comfort.”

Samuel Johnson put it succinctly, “No man but a blockhead ever wrote except for money.”

Julia A. Moore, a poet known as the Sweet Singer of Michigan, made known her inspiration:



Dear Friends, I write for money



With a kind heart and hand,



 I wish to make no Enemies



 Throughout my native land.

Mark Twain was so moved by Ms. Moore’s efforts, he wrote this appreciation: “The one and unfailing great quality which distinguishes her poetry from Shakespeare’s and makes it precious to us is its stern and simple irrelevancy.”


Big Money Not for Journalists
In the scheme of things, journalists are not big income earners. Except for the few who may land jobs in metropolitan areas or big markets, starting salaries can run around $25,000, and even after years on the job journalists earn far less than someone with a mew  MBA or a law degree.  Do your students know that?   

Walter S. Mossberg, the personal technology columnist for The Wall Street Journal says, “Nobody ever went into journalism for the money.  It is a calling, not just another job, and that isn’t stressed enough in schools. 

“Too much attention is being paid to technology and tools, important as they are, and not enough to things like mission, ethics, guts.


“If I were running a J-School, I’d be holding an annual conference on pay and working conditions and teaching  specific courses on how to take on vested interests.  And I’d have a required course on the mission, the calling, taught by famous journalists.”

Misperceptions about the Iraq War
Depends on the TV News You View
The Summer 2004 Nieman Reports has a fascinating article about the effect of a person’s primary news source on his or her perception of some elements involved in the war in Iraq.  

The Program on International Policy Attitudes conducted a poll with a nationwide sample of 3,334 respondents.  It found:



*49 percent believed that the U.S. had found evidence


that Iraq was working closely with al-Qaeda.



*22 percent believed that weapons of mass  destruction


had been found in Iraq.



*23 percent believed that world  public opinion favored the U.S. 


going to war with Iraq.

How did these misperceptions arise? To find out, writes Steven Kull, the director of the Program, “respondents were asked about their primary source of news.


“It turned out that the frequency of misperceptions varied dramatically depending on respondents’ primary source of news.”


The article is accompanied by this table:

Number of

misperceptions

per respondent 
Fox
CBS
ABC
CNN
NBC
Print
NPR/PBS

None of the 3

20%
30%
39%
45%
45%
53%
77%

1 or more

misperceptions
80%
70%
61%
55%
55%
47%
23%

Kull writes:



When the press are reluctant to challenge what government 


leaders say, they can simply become a means of transmission


for an administration, rather than serve as a critical filter for information.

You might ask your students the three questions and then where they are getting their news about the war in Iraq.  Also, you might use the same questions for a campus survey.






           

Required Courses /A Core Curriculum

  Over the summer I heard from several colleagues about the state of journalism education, particularly about the refusal of many programs to consider required courses, much less a core curriculum for their students.  

Several colleagues bemoaned the ineptitude of their students in handling numbers. Some said they are forced to review high school grammar.  As for science…forget it.  Their misgivings are supported by a recent report of the ACT Assessment organization: only 22 percent of high school seniors are ready for college-level English, mathematics and science.


The journalism faculty cannot make up for years of failing public education. Though many try, just as many admit the holes in their students’ competence have become crevices the journalism faculty cannot possibly fill.  And so we have journalism students graduating who cannot figure a percentage, cannot handle any language but English (and that too often haltingly), struggle to place the Civil War years and do not know what the Great Depression or New Deal refer to and  think Albert Einstein is the name of a German beer.
 A Colleague’s Suggestion

A friend who has taught in several major journalism programs writes:



  Teaching mass communication law at one

             school, I discovered that its journalism students had

 almost no understanding of our country’s legal

system. On that university’s junior class level there existed a political science course entitled “Introduction to the Legal System.” I examined the syllabus and

discovered that it appeared  to be an ideal foundation for our program’s masscom law course.


However, my colleagues refused to accept my recommendation that the course be required for the mass com law course.  Similarly, the same faculty rejected a suggestion that a comprehensive course--or proficiency exam—in American history be required for enrollment in U.S.Media History.  Consequently, I expended precious time explaining such matters as the fact that World War II followed World War I.

He dropped further suggestions, he said,  because he realized after 30 years of  teaching there are  two “major obstacles to progressive innovations such as a core curriculum-- first, enrollment-based funding, and, second, the student ‘evaluation’ of faculty.”


                       Alternatives for Incompetents
Another colleague wrote that too many students enter the journalism program unable to write.  These students, he said, are not advised to look elsewhere for a major but are shunted to still another journalism course:

Sometimes I think we have programs—not only here but elsewhere around the nation—that might be called ‘journalism for dummies,’ meaning that if a student can’t learn  to write a lead in one course we have another one or two courses for him to still try to learn the basics.
                                    Briefs
Oh, You Lefties
“A lot of people who teach are left-wing, and they fill their (students) heads with a lot of crap. It’s one thing to have a social conscience, but you need to be able to see both sides of the story.”




--Ken Chandler, editorial director, Boston Herald

Pampered Journalists


“Today’s top-drawer Washington newspeople are part of a highly educated, 
upper-middle-class elite: they belong to the culture for which the American political system works exceedingly well.  Which is to say, they are in the pure sense of the word, extremely conservative.”





--Russell Baker, New York Review of Books
Pay Inequity

The average income for a woman with a bachelor’s degree is $32,238.  The average pay for a man with a bachelor’s degree is $42,292.  (Ages 25-34.)

You might want to see whether this inequity (a 24 percent difference)  holds true for campus positions.

Broadcast, Ad and PR Students


From JOURNET@CMICH.EDU:



 Generally, broadcasting students … cannot write, and they

                   write about themselves.  Public relations students have the best

                    preparation for this class (feature writing) outside of journalism, but they 
                    view most of the world through rose-colored glasses.  It’s hard to get them


        to prepare balanced stories.  Advertising students think in an


        entirely different world, don’t know the difference between a

subject and a verb and can’t understand why that’s important to the      professor.  They, too, write about themselves….

Straddle
 Journalism & Mass Communication Educator is meeting its journalism readers halfway.  After insisting on describing deceased journalism instructors as having “passed away,”—and being ridiculed for its less-than-journalistic usage--the latest issue has three who “died” and two who “passed away.” 
Gender $ Gap

Academe, the publication of the American Association of University Professors, reports  women faculty in science, engineering and mathematics at four-year colleges and universities earn  less than men.  The disparities:

Full professors—88% of men’s salaries

Associate professors—93%

                         Assistant professors—92%



All ranks and types combined—80%


 Only 18 percent of full professors at doctoral universities  are women, and only 47 

percent of the women are tenured, compared with 65 percent of the men. 

Test and Certify

“One of the functions of a profession, as opposed to a craft, is to preserve a system of values.  A well-organized profession does this in two ways: by enforcing moral standards and setting competence standards.  The former is done by writing and enforcing codes, the latter by testing and certification.”





--Philip E. Meyer, University of North Carolina

 
What kind of tests should journalism students be required to take and pass before they are certified?  The usual run tests in their journalism courses?  A general test? 

Tenure Under Fire—Advisers Beware
A former president of Middlebury College is the latest administrator to condemn tenure.  In an op-ed piece in The New York Times, he writes that the fires of the l960s have been extinguished and that no longer are faculty members discharged at the whim of the president or chancellor.   I am not so sure about that.  The AAUP is still condemning colleges and universities for capricious actions against faculty members, and college newspaper advisers bite the dust with some regularity.

I also read about the problems of the student newspaper adviser at Kansas State University. He was removed as adviser and an attempt was made to remove him from the faculty.  


As I read this material , I  was taken  back to l962 when I was at the University of  Kansas, adviser to the University Daily Kansan  and an untenured assistant professor, my first job in academe after a newspaper career. 



One day, a dark-complected student walked

 into the Kansan  newsroom and told the editor of the

                        editorial page that he had been looking for a room and went to

     

the student housing office where he was given a list of 



available housing.




“Look at this list,” he told Ms. Swanson.  She looked at the list 


and looked back at him.  “Yes, it’s all in that part of town,” she agreed.



Ms. Swanson knew that Lawrence was a segregated 



community.  For years, the community swimming pool was off-limits



to blacks, and the movie theaters and many restaurants discriminated. 

One of the black students told a Kansan reporter he was ushered to “nigger heaven” in the theaters, and had to eat in the rear of most restaurants.
The Kansan itself was hardly blameless. It ran classified ads that specified: “Whites only apply.” I had asked the students who sold the ads and their adviser  to remove the phrase, but they vetoed the request.   Finally, the matter was considered by the board that ran the newspaper. At the board meeting, the advertising adviser, a member of the faculty, told the students, “You adopt this and pretty soon you’ll have ‘those people’ at your dances, at  your sororities and fraternities.”   The news students had one more vote on the board and the motion carried by that single vote.



In the Newsroom
After the student, an exchange graduate student from Egypt, left  the newsroom, Ms Swanson asked me what the paper should do about the housing list.  I immediately called a staff meeting and turned the question over to the students.  They decided  to check their suspicion that the University distributed two different  housing lists. 

  A black student and a white student went to the housing

 office and emerged with two lists. The paper ran a factual story and then an editorial condemning the practice.  The students also found out that the admissions office required a photo of all applicants for admission, and, yes, black students
always ended up with black roommates.




There were other stories of discrimination by downtown merchants, and

Chancellor W. Clarke Wescoe was not pleased.  A Kansan reporter had asked him about the discriminatory practices of Lawrence merchants and Wescoe said he believed in “moral suasion,” a phrase that was headlined by the paper. Wescoe called my dean in and instructed him to take care of things. 

 Burt Marvin told me he had no quarrel with the journalism the students were engaged in, that it was excellent—it had won many major prizes—but that he was under great pressure to act. He never said as such, but I suspect his appointment, at the pleasure of the chancellor, was at stake.  Curtains for me.  

I suppose the moral of this tale is that no journalism instructor should take on the job of adviser to the student newspaper until he or she has tenure. Of course, if tenure were abolished advisers who taught their students public service journalism would become fair game.
Cell Phoners

Jimmy Breslin had an interesting pre-election column in which he said that the polls for the presidential race were useless.  The reason—the pollsters had no way of reaching those who use cell phones, many of them young voters.  There are, he said, more than l70 million cell phones in use, and many of the younger cell phoners do not have land-line phones. 
Textbook Tales


The cost of textbooks is driving some states to try to buy books in bulk, and compassionate instructors are spending hours at the copying machine.  Some have decided that textbooks aren’t really necessary.  One wrote me that the cost of my book had put me on the endangered list and that he is trying to do without any book that costs more than $35.


Another colleague said he had toyed with the idea of a no-text course but decided against it. “I kept coming back to the conclusion that the majority of students need the emotional stability of a text. It’s something  they’ve been trained to use, can buy it (signaling some opening ceremony for the course), can use  it to see in advance the big issues or topics of the course and can use it to consult about something  I might have brushed  over too quickly in a lecture.


“And, in the end, if they decide to continue in the major, they can keep the book as an early tome in their professional library.  That library becomes part of the accouterments of demonstrated professionalism (I still have my old co pies of MacDougall around somewhere.”)


                      The Real Costs 

No question that the complaints about textbook pricing have been effective.  McGraw Hill, which will soon publish the tenth edition of my textbook, decided to make the Workbook available online free. Also, a couple of CD’s and an expensively-produced simulated exercise are free with the textbook.
 While publishers are figuring out ways to lessen their prices, tuition and fees steadily climb. Even the low-priced community colleges are upping these. It’s no secret that tuition increases have far exceeded the cost of living increases.  As for private colleges, an undergraduate degree will cost more than a quarter of a million dollars  by the time today’s high school freshmen enroll, most  economists predict.  
No $$$ Woes for These Students

A feature in The New York Times begins:



In July, Frank and Sharon Davis bought a $l86,000


three-bedroom house in Bellingham, Wash.,  with hardwood


floors, a big deck and a tree-lined backyard.  “I could move


in there in a heartbeat,” said Ms. Davis, a wedding consultant.


But it’s not for her.  It’s for her 20-year-old twins, Dachelle and Robbie,


sophomores at Western Washington University.

This begins a long piece about “a growing number of parents around the country “ buying property for their college-age children to live in.  Sales are up in the college towns of Amherst, Mass., Fort Collins, Colo., and Ashland, Ore., the story reports.

You might have students check local realtors about such sales in your town.

Terminology Quiz
 Here’s a sentence from “The Silver Thief” by Stephen J. Dubner that appeared in 

the May 17, 2004,   New Yorker about an accomplished jewel thief:

Robbery was a shrinking discipline—burglary rates have

 fallen by half since the early nineteen-eighties—and the

 jail sentences were  light.

Ask your students to find the  two errors in terminology.


l. The linking of  burglary  and  robbery

      as synonymous. The man was a burglar, not a robber.

2. Using  jail, which is the punishment for  less 

serious offenses than burglary and robbery, when the 

proper term is prison. 
The slipshod writing/editing reminded me of a lesson we were given many years ago about fishing for synonyms:  Don’t fret about repeating a word.  The reader won’t notice.  The example given us was the case of the reporter who was writing about the cultivation of bananas in Central America.  After his fifth or sixth reference to the banana he decided his readers had enough, and he switched to the elongated yellow fruit.

Required Background
I wondered how many journalism students know the difference between robbery and burglary, jail and prison, and this led me to ask colleagues:  What should a journalism student know?

I am putting a dozen of their suggestions in the tenth edition of the Workbook that accompanies News Reporting and Writing from the following:


1. City manager system




2. Plessy v. Ferguson



3. Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka



4. The property tax


5. Arraignment



6. Stock


7. Bond





8. Regressive/progressive taxes


9. Gross/net income


10. Plea bargain


11. Grand jury
12. Zoning variance


13. How often congressmen/women and U.S.senators are elected.



14. The electoral college.



15. Roe v. Wade


16 .League of Nations



17. Mill levy


18. Dust Bowl


19. New Deal



20. Median, mean, mode



21. World Series



22. Emmy Awards



23. Stint



24. E=mc squared

Any suggestions?

The Health Issue


The number of uninsured in the country exceeds 43,500,000, l5 percent of the population, and during the presidential campaign suggestions were made to cope with the problem. I never saw a breakdown of the states with the largest percentages of their populations without health insurance, surely an informative local story.


Here are some figures you might want to use as the basis of an assignment for your reporting classes:




Percent of Population Not Covered

                                            By Health Insurance in 2002


Rankings

1. Texas

24.1

2. New Mexico
22.0

3. California

l8.7

4. Louisiana

l8.6

5. Oklahoma

l8.2



Number of Persons Not Covered




    By Health Insurance in 2002

Rankings

1. California

6,398,000

2. Texas

5,556,000

3. New York

3,042,000

4. Florida

2,843,000

5. Illinois

l,767,000

(The data are from Health Care State Rankings 2004 published by Morgan Quitno Press in Lawrence, Kansas.  The Press issues several volumes with useful data.)

Convention-Goers and Freebies

`The AEJMC conventions used to be great pickings for the bag men and women—the conventioneers who would take their complimentary tote bags and load up with free copies of as many of  the publishers’ offerings as they could haul off. Some of these examination copies  were placed in the journalism school library, but others were sold to bookstores and online vendors.   The  vendors  pay  about a third or less of the list price and sell these books for a bit less than the publishers list price.

Mike Sullivan, the president of the Text and Academic Authors Association says of the practice of selling examination copies:



Most college administrators do not want to discuss it;


book vendors and college bookstores exploit it; and faculty


who are doing it don’t want to lose the money it generates.

Sullivan said  he checked the sale of his  textbooks and found that the vendors paid $36.75 to 44.75 for his recently published book and offered it for sale at $l02.20.  At Amazon.com, he found this comment line on one of his textbooks: “Instructor’s edition, 7th. Same as student text except with ALL the answers.”

Some publishers who exhibit their books at AEJMC conventions decided to display a few desk copies and offer examination copies through a signup list.  For those who do not attend the conventions, it’s difficult to keep up with the new offerings in their field. 

Here’s my freebie offer: If you’d like to see the tenth edition of News Reporting and Writing and the accompanying interactive  CD’s NRW Plus  and Brush Up: A Quick Guide to Basic Writing and Math Skills along with the Workbook—now online, interactive and free—let me know: mm55@columbia.edu. McGraw Hill says the tenth edition will be available this summer. 
       Contributions to Update are welcome: mm55@columbia.edu
