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Imagine that you are a member of a team of scientists who are drilling into a large buried crater approximately 200 kilometers wide (124 miles). The crater was formed by an NEO impact that wiped out many species 251 million years ago. The drilling team will recover rock samples during the drilling process. You have some data to suggest that the crater is located between 500 and 1,500 meters (1,640 and 4,921 feet) below the surface. How will the drilling team know when the drill has cut through the overlying rock and reached the crater? What features will they observe?

