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Between 1860 and 1920, geologists attempted to estimate Earth’s age by how long it would take for the thickest sequences of sedimentary rocks to form. Geologists examined sequences of rocks for each geologic period. From the estimated rates for the formation of these units, different scientists estimated ages for Earth ranging from 3 million years to 15 billion years. Explain why these estimates varied over such a wide range based on what you know about how sedimentary rocks form.







