Listening Guide 2.1

“Smoke Gets in Your Eyes” 4 beats per measure

Elapsed Time
Form
Event Description

0:00
Intro
Orchestra (4 measures)

0:08
Chorus 1
(32 measures: AABA, 4 groups of 8 bars) A: sax, A: flute, B: violins, A:



 violins and sax, 2-bar tag
1:13
Chorus 2
Vocal enters (32 measures)
2:15
Chorus 3
Orchestra (partial chorus AA 1 Coda: 16 1 2 measures)
2:51
End
Analysis of “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes” (American Musical Theater, CD format, Smithsonian RD 036 A4 20483, 1/23)

“Smoke Gets in Your Eyes” is from Kern’s musical Roberta, his last big Broadway venture. Based on the Alice Duer Miller novel Gowns by Roberta, it is a sophisticated comedy about an American football player and a Russian princess. The song that carried the show was “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,” which, in earlier incarnations, had been intended as a fast tap dance number in Show Boat, then as a march for an NBC radio series. It was lyricist and librettist Otto Harbach’s idea to slow the song down and to add a lyric based on an old Russian proverb.

Beautiful Ukranian-born Tamara Drasin was chosen to play the part of Princess Stephanie and to sing “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,” and it is she who we hear on this recording. In the show Tamara accompanied herself on guitar, but on this recording she is accompanied by a dance orchestra. Since Harbach’s staging called for a jazz band onstage, the dance band accompaniment may not be totally out of place here.

