
	ELAPSED TIME
	FORM
	EVENT DESCRIPTION

	:00
	Chorus 1
	High, wordless call

	:07
	Verse 1
	“I won’t be here no more”

	:12
	Chorus 2
	Repeat and elongation of call

	:20
	Verse 2
	“I gonna catch me hell”

	:28
	Chorus 3
	Repeat and further elongation of call

	:41
	End
	Harmonized vocal (24 measures, no rhythm break this time, + 2 measure call-and-response chant


Analysis of “Arwhoolie” Field Recordings, Vol. 3: Mississippi (1936-1942)

This is a field recording by folklorist Alan Lomax, made for the Library of Congress. The performer is Thomas J. Marshall, who demonstrated a “field holler.” The title is probably derived from the sound of a holler or call. This song has no rhythm or pulse to it, indicating the kind of work it accompanies, such as plowing.

The makeup of the song is most likely extemporaneous and free-flowing, though it does have a form of sorts. It alternates between a wordless call and a short word phrase, a chorus and verse, if you will. In the context of work, the song could go on for quite a while, as the worker sings verses on whatever comes to mind and he or she sings to pass the time. However, the performance is not static. Notice that each time the chorus/call returns, it is elongated, more elaborate, and more intense.

Listening Guide							3.1


“Arwhoolie” free rhythm, no meter








