Listening Guide 12.1

“New San Antonio Rose” 4 beats per measure

Elapsed Time
Form
Event Description 

0:00
Intro
Horns, swing dance-band style (4 measures)


0:05
A
Horns continue, smoother fox-trot style (16 measures)


0:23
B
Horns (18 measures, 16 1 4 overlapping transition)


0:44
A
Vocal with saxophones (16 measures)

1:03
B
Vocal and saxes continue (16 measures)

1:21
C
Vocal with mariachi trumpets (16 measures)

1:40
A’
Vocal with saxes (16 measures)

1:58
C
Mariachi trumpets (16 measures)

2:16
A’
Saxes and overlapping ending (17 measures)

2:36
End
of “New San Antonio Rose” (SCCCM, 6/8, CD 1/22)

The real turning point for Bob Wills and western swing was the 1940 recording of “New San Antonio Rose.” Wills had written and recorded the tune as an instrumental in 1938, but he added lyrics for this new version. It became a huge national success and brought western swing out of its regional confines. Soon Wills and his band began appearing in movie westerns, adding a cowboy song facet to their repertoire.

This vocal version is made up of three themes, one more than the original instrumental, arranged ABCA. Since this form departs somewhat from the typical verse/chorus format of popular song, in this analysis, the letters A through C will be used to define the different themes of the song.

“New San Antonio Rose” presents the instrumentation and music styles that comprise western swing. The introduction features the horns in a typical swing dance band introduction. The horns continue with a smoother fox-trot rendering of the A and B themes. This opening instrumental omits the C theme and, instead, goes back to the swinging rhythms of the introduction to set up the entrance of the vocal.

Vocalist Tommy Duncan then presents the melody in its entirety. In the A and B themes his vocal line is reinforced by the saxophones in harmony. In the C theme Duncan’s vocal melody is doubled by trumpets in close harmony, reminiscent of the trumpet section of a Mexican mariachi band. The last A theme returns to the saxophone background.

