Listening Guide 16.2

“Teach Your Children” 2 beats per measure

Elapsed Time
Form
Event Description


0:00
Intro
Steel guitar accompanied by acoustic guitars (8 measures)


0:13
Verse 1
Two-part harmony, melody on bottom (16 measures)


0:38
Chorus 1
Fuller 4-part harmony 1 tambourine (28 measures)

1:21
Interlude
Steel guitar solo (6 measures)

1:31
Verse 2
Melody with harmonized countermelody (16 measures)

1:57
Chorus 2
Four-part harmony, steel guitar more active (28 measures)

2:42
Coda
Steel guitar solo (6 measures)
Analysis of “Teach Your Children” (Deja Vu, Atlantic 7200)

This popular song by Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young was recorded on their 1970 album Deja Vu for the Atlantic label. While the group was generally known for their soft rock and acoustic folk sound, “Teach Your Children” has a distinctive country flavor because of the prominent role of the steel guitar. This instrument would also be used in other folk rock bands such as Poco.

The most distinctive feature of CSN&Y is their soft vocal blend, carefully honed from hours in the studio. The melody was usually the bottom note of the harmony; the upper voices provided a light, pleasing timbre to the overall sound of acoustic rhythm guitar and gentle drums.

The song is about relationships between the generations. It asks parents to teach their children as best they can but to let them find their own way in the world. In the second verse, children are admonished to respond to their parents, to help them seek the truth in their advancing years so that they may find inner peace before they die.

