Listening Guide 21.2

“Shining Star” 4 beats per measure

Time
Form
Event Description


0:00
Intro
Choked guitars; add bass, add drums; horn section blast, vocal calls  (16 measures)


0:20
Verse 1
Uses one chord, solo voice (12 measures)


0:48
Chorus 1
Hushed vocals in octaves; uses more chords (4 measures)


0:57
Interlude 1
Electric piano (2 measures) followed by guitar solo with strong horn section 



background (5 measures)

1:14
Verse 2
Melody is freer and in a higher range; more group vocal interaction; verse is twice as 



long (24 measures)

2:10
Chorus 2
Repeated three times (12 measures)

2:28
Ending
Two-bar riff in vocals repeated three times, instruments gradually drop out, last time without reverberation

2:50
End
Analysis of “Shining Star” (That’s the Way of the World, CD format, Columbia/Legacy 65920)

Earth, Wind, and Fire’s 1975 soundtrack album That’s the Way of the World was the group’s finest and best-selling album. Every track is a winner and the production is excellent. The 1999 CD release listed above includes some outtakes, or sketches.

“Shining Star” is the opening track. There are intricate solo and group vocals, well-harmonized, tight unisons with extremely high falsetto male voices. The guitar lines are short and clipped, bass lines are very active, and the horn section plays tight, staccato, intricate lines. Particularly striking is the studio reverberation effect at the end of the track. On the third time through the vocal vamp, the reverb is suddenly taken out and it sounds like the members of Earth, Wind, and Fire have jumped out of the stereo and into your lap.

The form of the song is a straightforward verse/chorus form. After the first cycle, there is an odd-length (seven measure) instrumental interlude of electric piano and guitar. In the second verse/chorus cycle, the length of each part is significantly extended and elaborated upon. The ending discussed above follows.

There is tremendous precision in every aspect of the performance—the interlocking parts of the rhythm section to create an infectious groove, the vocal acrobatics of the lead vocal, the blend, rhythmic accuracy, and intonation of the group vocals—all hallmarks of one of the best funk bands in popular music.

