Reading 5.  David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Part II 

1.
What a posteriori argument does Cleanthes present to prove the existence and nature of God?

2.
What general objection does Demea raise against a posteriori arguments for God?

3.
According to Cleanthes, why is the conclusion of his argument more than a guess or conjecture?

4.
According to Philo, what is the only way to discover the true cause of something?

5.
According to Philo, what mistake has Cleanthes made about transferring a conclusion about the part to a conclusion about the whole?

6.
In Philo’s view, why is it implausible to assume that thought is the cause of things? 


II.
Part IX 

1.
In what ways, according to Demea, is an a priori argument for God superior to an a posteriori argument?

2.
What is Demea’s a priori argument for the existence of a necessarily-existent being?

3.
According to Cleanthes, why is there no being whose nonexistence implies a contradiction?

4.
According to Cleanthes, if a chain of causes extends back infinitely, why is there no need for the whole chain of causes to have a cause? 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is it legitimate to argue on the basis of our experience of causes within the universe that the universe itself must have a cause?

2.
Can a posteriori arguments show that it is probable that God exists?

3.
Is it contradictory to conceive of God as nonexistent? If so, does this prove that God exists? 

4.
f there must be something that necessarily exists, might this be the material universe just as well as God?

5.
f the universe has existed forever, does it need a cause to explain its existence? 
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