Reading 42.  Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Part I, Chapter XIII: Of the Natural Condition of Mankind as Concerning Their Felicity and Misery 

1.
In the state of nature, what is the principal goal of each individual?

2.
What are the three main causes of conflict in the state of nature? With regard to each cause, for what specific goal is violence used?

3.
What condition constitutes war?

4.
How does Hobbes characterize the life of human beings at war in the state of nature?

5.
Why can there be no injustice in the state of nature?

6.
In the state of nature, which passions incline human beings to seek peace? What plan does reason suggest for establishing peace? 


II.
Part I, Chapter XIV: Of the First and Second Natural Laws, and of Contracts 

1.
What is the difference between the right of nature and a law of nature?

2. 
What is the first law of nature?

3.
What is the second law of nature, derived from the first?

4.
Why cannot we renounce or transfer the right of resisting those who attempt to kill or imprison or injure us?

5.
What is a contract? a covenant?

6.
Why is a covenant void in the state of nature? Under what condition is it not void? 


III.
Part I, Chapter XV: Of Other Laws of Nature 

1.
What is the third law of nature?

2.
How does Hobbes define injustice and justice?

3.
Why can there be no justice or injustice without some coercive power?

4.
 What law sums up all the laws of nature? 


IV.
Part II, Chapter XVII: Of the Causes, Generation, and Definition of a Commonwealth 

1.
What goal is sought by those who agree to restrict their liberty and live in commonwealths?

2.
In what sense is a member of a commonwealth the author of whatever the sovereign does?

3.
On what condition does a person entering a commonwealth give up his or her liberty to the sovereign?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is the natural human condition a constant war of “every man against every man”?

2.
Do justice and injustice exist before the formation of a state?

3.
Does the authority of the state over an individual derive from a contract into which the individual enters? If so, when does a person born into a society agree to the contract? Can he or she withdraw from the contract at any time?

4.
Does a member of a state always have the right to resist execution, injury, or imprisonment by the state?
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