Reading 43.  John Locke, The Second Treatise of Government 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Chapter II. Of the State of Nature 

1.
What limitations does the law of nature impose on the liberty that human beings have in the state of nature?

2.
In the state of nature, who has the right to punish those who transgress the law of nature? Who has the right to take reparation from an offender?

3.
In the state of nature, what two reasons justify killing a murderer?

4.
What is Locke’s response to the objection that no one has ever been in the state of nature? 


II.
Chapter V. Of Property 

1.
Why do the goods produced spontaneously by nature belong to all humankind?

2.
What causes something that originally belonged to all humankind to become an individual’s private property?

3.
Why does an individual not need the consent of all humankind to appropriate something produced spontaneously by nature? 


III.
Chapter VII. Of Political or Civil Society 

1.
What criterion determines whether people are living in political (civil) society or in the state of nature?

2.
What is the origin of the legislative and executive powers of political society? 


IV.
Chapter VIII. Of the Beginning of Political Societies 

1.
What is the only way one can leave the liberty of the state of nature and become bound by the laws of political society?

2.
Why is everyone in political society bound by the determinations of the majority?

3.
What determines whether an individual has given tacit consent to be subject to the laws of a government? 


V.
Chapter IX. Of the Ends of Political Society and Government 

1.
What is the basic reason that people leave the state of nature and unite into commonwealths?

2.
What are the two powers a person gives up when leaving the state of nature?

3.
How far does the power of political society extend? 


VI.
Chapter XIX. Of the Dissolution of Government 

1.
What is the usual cause of the dissolution of political society?

2.
Why does a government dissolve when the legislature is changed or dissolved?

3.
When does a legislature or prince act contrary to the trust placed in them by the people?

4.
Why does a government dissolve when a legislature or a prince acts contrary to the trust placed in them by the people?

5.
Why does the action of dissolving a legislature constitute entering a state of war?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is the natural condition of human beings a “state of nature,” with no government?

2.
Is there a “law of nature” that morally binds persons in the state of nature?

3.
Is the mixing of labor with an object the ultimate source of private property?

4.
Does enjoying the benefits of a political society obligate one to follow its laws? If so, is civil disobedience always wrong?

5.
Does a government lose its legitimacy when it violates the trust placed in it? If so, how serious must the violation be for legitimacy to be lost?
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