Reading 44.  Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Introduction

1.
What does Wollstonecraft see as the main societal source of the misery of women?

2.
What is the “first object of laudable ambition” for both men and women?


II.
Chapter IV. Observations on the State of Degradation to Which Woman Is Reduced by Various Causes

A.
Women and Reason

1.
What essential trait of human nature is not attributed to women?

2.
What do men erroneously see as the goal of the education of women?

3.
The exercise of what mental ability is the highest cultivation of the understanding?

B.
Women and Virtue

1.
What is the foundation of virtue?

2.
Why does a life of pleasure prevent the development of virtue?

3.
Why is it degrading for women to accept the trivial attentions of men?

4.
Why are abilities and virtues found most frequently in persons in the middle rank of society?

5.
How does the situation of women resemble that of the rich?

6.
What are the “negative virtues” expected of women? Why are they negative?

C.
Women and Sensibility

1.
How does the role of pleasure in the life of a man in the middle rank differ from its role in the life of a woman?

2.
What effect does the cultivation of “sensibility” have on women?

3.
What is the only method that calms the passions?

4.
Why are the efforts of men to domesticate women ultimately counterproductive?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is educational reform the key to establishing the social equality of men and women?

2.
Should men and women receive the same education?

3.
Is the cultivation of reason the foundation of virtue?

4.
Is the emotional dimension of human nature inferior to the intellectual dimension?

5.
Are special acts of courtesy shown by men to women condescending to women?
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