Reading 45.  Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Manifesto of the Communist Party 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Section I. Bourgeois and Proletarians 

1.
How does the class struggle in the epoch of the bourgeoisie differ from the class struggles of previous epochs? 

2.
In bourgeois society, what is the nexus that connects human beings with one another? What is the fundamental freedom? 

3.
Why does the rise of bourgeois society lead to the destruction of national industries? 

4.
What is the “epidemic” that periodically threatens the existence of bourgeois society? How does the bourgeoisie overcome these crises? 

5.
How are proletarians like soldiers? like slaves? 

6.
Why do members of the lower middle class end up in the proletarian class? 

7.
What circumstances lead proletarians to form trade unions? 

8.
What causes the bourgeoisie to supply the proletariat with political and general education? 

9.
What kind of action by the proletariat will lay the foundation for its taking over the productive forces of society? 

10.
Why does the bourgeoisie ultimately become unfit to be the ruling class? 

11.
How does the bourgeoisie produce its own gravediggers? 


II.
Section II. Proletarians and Communists 

1.
In what two ways do the Communists differ from the members of other working‑class parties? 

2.
What is the immediate aim of the Communists? 

3.
What phrase sums up the theory of the Communists? ‘

4.
What is the first step in the revolution by the working class?

5.
Why will the victory of the proletariat lead to the abolition of its own supremacy as a class?


III.
Section IV. Position of the Communists in Relation to the Various Existing Opposition Parties 

1.
What is the leading issue that the Communists bring to every revolutionary movement they support? 

2.
What is the final appeal the Manifesto makes?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is the history of society fundamentally a history of class struggles? 

2.
Is the basis of human relations in a capitalist society “naked self-interest”? 

3.
Is Marx and Engels’s analysis of the bourgeoisie-proletariat struggle applicable to capitalist systems in which workers are also stockholders in companies? 

4.
Which (if any) of the ten measures listed by Marx and Engels for making inroads on property are compatible with capitalism? 

5.
Is a classless society possible?
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