Reading 46.  John Stuart Mill, On Liberty 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Chapter I. Introductory 

1.
What is Mill’s fundamental principle regarding the use of compulsion and control to restrict the liberty of individuals? 

2.
To whom does this principle apply? To whom does it not apply? 

3.
How does utility justify the restriction of liberty? 

4.
What three kinds of liberty are required for a free society? 


II.
Chapter II. Of the Liberty of Thought and Discussion 

1.
What makes the silencing of the expression of opinion a “peculiar evil”? 

2.
On what four grounds does Mill defend the freedom of opinion and the freedom of the expression of opinion? 


III.
Chapter III. Of Individuality, as One of the Elements of Well-Being 

1.
Why is the freedom to act on one’s opinion more subject to legitimate restriction than the freedom to express one’s opinion? 

2.
Why is the development of individuality desirable? 


IV.
Chapter IV. Of the Limits to the Authority of Society over the Individual 

1.
What is Mill’s criterion for determining how much of human life belongs to individuality and how much to society? 

2.
What two kinds of conduct toward others does an individual owe society for the protection received from society? 

3.
What may we legitimately do to prevent a mature person from doing something that we believe will hurt only himself or herself?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is self-protection the only legitimate reason a society has for restricting the liberty of its members? 

2.
Is it ever legitimate to use physical or psychological force to prevent a mature person from doing something that will hurt himself or herself but not other people? 

3.
Are there any actions that affect only the agent, and not other people? 

4.
In what situations, if any, is it legitimate for a government to limit the freedom of the press? 

5.
Should a society actively cultivate the development of individuality of its members? If so, how?
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