Reading 49.  Joseph Raz, Multiculturalism 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Section 1 

1.
How do the quoted lines of Leonore in Fidelio signify the emergence of morality? 

2.
According to certain modern critics, how did the Enlightenment create a barren morality? Why is this criticism misguided? 

3.
What commonly accepted thesis about political community do multiculturalism, the European Union, and the “Europe of the Regions” movement reject? 

4.
What is the moral challenge to multiculturalism? 


II.
Section 2 

1.
Instead of thinking of multiculturalism primarily as an ethical or political theory, how should we think of it? 

2.
What is the normative precept of liberal multiculturalism? According to this precept, how should we think of our societies? 

3.
What are the first two concrete policies that Raz suggests to advance and implement liberal multiculturalism? 

4.
What four limits to multicultural toleration does Raz specify? 


III.
Section 3 

1.
Why cannot all the policies and attitudes of liberal multiculturalism be derived from doctrines of basic rights and nondiscrimination? 

2.
Why is a forced training and adaptation of minority cultural groups a bad policy? 


IV.
Section 4 

1.
Why should joining together to fight a common enemy not be the main source of political unity? 

2.
What political challenge is shared by European unity and multiculturalism? 

3.
Is sharing a common culture necessary for unity in a modern political society? Is it sufficient? 

4.
What does political unity ultimately depend on? 

5.
In what way does multiculturalism contribute to political unity? 


V.
Section 5 

1.
The recognition of what fact lies at the heart of multiculturalism? 

2.
How does multiculturalism differ from the mere toleration of other cultures?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Should the unity of a nation be based primarily on a single culture? 

2.
Should multiculturalism within a nation be promoted, or should it be discouraged? 

3.
Should a society accept practices of a culture that discriminate against women or against other groups? 

4.
Should multiculturalism become a political bond that eventually replaces nationalism? 

5.
Is multiculturalism fundamentally a matter of behavior and policies, or a matter of attitudes and sensitivities?
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