Reading 1.  Plato, Apology
Outline with Study Questions


I.
Defense Speech

A.
Introduction

1.
What is the only sense in which Socrates would consider himself a clever speaker? 

2.
What does Socrates ask of the jury as he begins his defense?

B.
Statement

1.
Why does Socrates consider his first accusers more dangerous than his later accusers?

C.
Refutation of the Earlier Accusers

1.
What is Socrates’ response to the charge that he inquires into topics of natural science?

2.
What contrast does Socrates draw between himself and men such as Gorgias of Leontini and Prodicus of Ceos?

3.
What did the oracle of Delphi say about Socrates?

4.
Why did Socrates conclude that he was wiser than the politicians? than the poets? than the craftsmen?

5.
What was Socrates’ interpretation of the statement of the oracle of Delphi?

6.
According to Socrates, why did the Athenians slander him?

D.
Refutation of Meletus

1.
How does Socrates show the jury that Meletus never cared about improving the youth of Athens?

2.
Why would Socrates not intentionally corrupt the youth of Athens?

3.
When cross-questioned by Socrates, how does Meletus contradict the charge he made in his indictment about Socrates’ impiety?

E.
Digression: Socrates’ Mission to Athens

1.
What does Socrates think is the one thing a person should look to when acting?

2.
Why does Socrates consider it folly to fear death?

3.
Why would Socrates not agree to be dismissed on the condition that he stop practicing philosophy?

4.
According to Socrates, what should a person care for above all?

5.
In what sense does Socrates think he like a gadfly?

6.
Why did Socrates not enter political life?

F.
Conclusion

1.
Why did Socrates not ask members of his family to come before the court?

2.
Why would Socrates be guilty of impiety if he begged the jury for mercy?

II.
Counterpenalty Speech

1.
What does Socrates think would be a fitting penalty for his conduct?

2.
Why does Socrates not propose exile as his penalty?

3.
 What penalty does Socrates end up proposing?


III.
Final Speech

1.
According to Socrates, what is more difficult to escape than death?

2.
What does Socrates prophesy to those who condemned him?

3.
How does Socrates interpret the fact that his divine sign did not oppose him at any time during the day of his trial?’

4.
What is Socrates’ final request to the jury?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
In his defense speech, was Socrates trying to do more than answer the charges against him? If so, did he achieve these additional goals?

2.
Was Socrates wise?

3.
Why did the jury convict Socrates?

4.
Should Socrates have proposed a harsher counterpenalty?

5.
Is an unexamined life worth living?

6.
Did the jurors who convicted Socrates harm him? Did they harm themselves?

7.
Is it foolish to fear death?

8. 
Is Socrates correct that there is “no evil for a good man either in living or in dying”?
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