Reading 10.  John Hick, An Irenaean Theodicy

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Introduction

1.
What does the theodicy project attempt to do?

2.
What are the two main demands on a theodicy hypothesis?

3.
What are the two basic types of Christian theodicy?


II.
Augustinian Theodicy

1.
How does the free will defense explain the compatibility of evil in the universe with a limitlessly good Creator?

2.
According to Hick, why does Augustinian theodicy lack plausibility for educated people today?


III.
An Irenaean Theodicy

1.
In Irenaean theology, what are the two stages in the creation of humankind? What is Hick’s modern re-expression of these two stages?

2.
In Irenaean theodicy, why were human beings created at an “epistemic distance” from God? 

3.
In Irenaean theodicy, why were human beings created as morally imperfect?

4.
How does our animal nature conflict with our ethical nature?

5.
In Irenaean theodicy, why did God create a natural world that causes the nonmoral evil of human pain and suffering?

6.
What is the principal threat to the plausibility of Irenaean theodicy?

7.
Why can no person-making world be devoid of evils that we consider intolerable and indiscriminately distributed? 

8.
Why does Irenaean theodicy require an afterlife?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is it plausible that all the evil in the world is due to the misuse of free will?

2.
Is the evil of pain and suffering caused by the misuse of free will offset by the good of having free will?

3.
Does a “person-making” world require the presence of evil?

4.
Is the suffering of animals compatible with the existence of an all-good and all-powerful God?

5.
If God exists and wants us to attain eternal happiness in heaven, why did God not simply create us in heaven?

6.
Is a plausible theodicy possible without the existence of an afterlife?
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