Reading 12.  Blaise Pascal, Pensées 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Fragment (Pensée) 387 

1.
What would be worse than being mistaken in believing that Christian doctrine is true? 


II.
Fragment 418 

1.
Why is reason incapable of deciding whether God exists? 

2.
Why cannot we avoid wagering whether God exists? 

3.
Why is it better to wager that God exists than to wager that God does not exist?

4.
How does the risk of wagering that God exists differ from the risk that a gambler takes for monetary gain?

5.
What advice does Pascal give to those who see the logic of his argument for belief but find themselves unable to believe? 

III.
Fragment 427 

1.
Why is it important to seek enlightenment regarding the immortality of the soul?

2.
What is Pascal’s attitude toward those who give no thought to this topic? 


IV.
Fragment 428 

1.
What two forms of eternity face those who die without having explored the question of what happens after death? 


V.
Fragment 577 

1.
Why is there more certainty in religion than in our belief that we will be alive tomorrow? 


VI. Fragment 748 

1.
What is Pascal’s response to the objection that, for the believer, the fear of hell counterbalances the happiness of the hope for salvation? 


VII.
Fragment 816 

1.
What is Pascal’s advice to those who say they would give up their life of pleasure if they had faith? 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

1.
Is Pascal correct that it is impossible for us to know whether God exists?

2.
Is it irrational not to wager that God exists?

3.
Can an intellectual conviction that it is rational to wager that God exists lead a person to actually believe in God?

4.
Would God reward with eternal happiness someone whose belief in God were motivated by the fear of eternal punishment?

5.
Is Pascal correct that we should “strive with all [our] might” to discover whether the soul is immortal? 
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