Reading 13.  Plato, Republic 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Book V 

1.
How do philosophers differ from other people with respect to what they love?’

2.
What is the point of Socrates’ comparison between dreaming and being awake? 

3.
In what sense do things in the sensible world “participate in both opposites”? In what sense are they “between being and not-being”?

4.
How does knowledge differ from opinion? 


II.
Book VI 

1.
What is the general character of the objects of cognition in each of the two main sections of the divided line?

2.
What is the specific character of the objects of cognition in each of the two subsections of the two main sections of the line?

3.
How do the two kinds of cognition represented by the two highest subsections of the line differ with regard to the use of hypotheses?
4.
What role do images play in the kind of cognition represented by the second highest subsection of the line?

5.
Why is “dialectical discussion” superior to the “so-called sciences”?’

6.
What conditions of the soul correspond to the four sections of the divided line? 


III.
Book VII 

1.
What do the prisoners in the cave consider to be real?

2.
What is the initial reaction of the freed prisoner when turned toward the fire and the artifacts? when dragged outside the cave into the sunlight?

3.
When first outside the cave, what does the freed prisoner see most easily? What is the last thing he is able to see?

4.
How would the prisoners still in the cave react if the released prisoner came back and tried to free them and lead them outside?

5.
In the story of the cave, what does the world outside the cave represent? What does the sun represent?

6.
What are the functions of the form of the good?

7.
What does the story of the cave illustrate about the nature of education? 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

1.
Do a beautiful dog, a beautiful tree, and a beautiful song have something in common that makes them beautiful? If so, is it something physical? 

2.
Is there a sense in which things in the visible world are between being and not being?

3.
Does all scientific knowledge depend on hypotheses? If so, is there any kind of knowledge that does not?

4.
Is the process of education similar to the ascent from a cave into the daylight?

5.
Do human beings have the innate power to see the highest truths? 
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