Reading 15.  John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Book I, Chapter I: No Innate Speculative Principles 

1.
What objection does Locke raise against the argument that, if there are truths to which all human beings assent, these truths must be innate?

2.
What argument does Locke give to show that speculative principles such as “Whatever is, is” are not innate? 


II.
Book II, Chapter I: Of Ideas in General, and Their Original 

1.
What is the fundamental source of all the ideas in the mind?

2.
What are Locke’s names for the two “fountains of knowledge” that provide our minds with material for thinking? What kind of material does each one provide?

3.
What is the point of Locke’s hypothetical example of a child who saw only black and white and never saw colors?

4.
Why do some people never get a clear idea of the operations of their minds? 


III.
Book II, Chapter II: Of Simple Ideas 

1.
What is a simple idea?

2.
What are the two sources of simple ideas?

3.
How do complex ideas arise? 


IV.
Book II, Chapter VIII: Some Further Considerations Concerning Our Simple Ideas of Sensation 

1.
What does Locke mean by the “quality” of an object?

2.
What is a primary quality? Which ideas do they produce in us?’

3.
What is a secondary quality? What kinds of ideas do they produce us?

4.
What is the process through which primary qualities produce ideas in us? What is the process for secondary qualities?’

5.
Which kind of qualities produces ideas that resemble the object? Which kind produces ideas that have no resemblance to the object?

6.
Why are only primary qualities appropriately called real qualities? 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

1.
Are we born with any knowledge encoded in the brain?

2.
Can the mind perceive things other than sense objects and its own operations?

3.
Does all knowledge derive ultimately from either sensation or reflection?

4.
Do secondary qualities have no resemblance at all to the object?

5.
Can we be certain that ideas produced by primary qualities resemble the object? 
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