Reading 2.  Bertrand Russell, The Value of Philosophy
Outline with Study Questions


I.
Introduction

1.
How do the goods that philosophy seeks to achieve differ from those that physical science seeks to achieve?

2. 
Why do “practical” persons find philosophy a waste of time?


II.
Philosophy’s Quest for Knowledge

1.
What kind of knowledge does philosophy seek to obtain?

2. 
What are some of the questions for which philosophers have found no demonstrably correct answers?


III.
The Value of Philosophy

1.
How does philosophy free us from “the tyranny of custom”?

2.
How does philosophical contemplation, by beginning with the not-self, enlarge the self?

3.
How does the impartiality of philosophical contemplation carry over into the world of action and emotion?


IV.
Conclusion

1.
What is the greatest benefit that comes from pursuing philosophical questions?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is it a waste of time to seek the answers to philosophical questions for which we are unlikely ever to find the correct answer? What is your criterion for determining whether something is a waste of time?

2.
Is it always good to question our beliefs and customs, or should we simply accept some of them without questioning them?

3.
If we are searching for the meaning of life, is it better to turn to religion than to philosophy?

4.
Is it beneficial to the self to enlarge the self? Does philosophy help us do this?

5.
Does philosophy increase our freedom of thought? of action? of emotion?
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Chapter 2, “‘Useless’ Knowledge” (pp. 35–53), argues that knowledge that is not directly useful has important benefits, especially the cultivation of a “contemplative habit of mind,” which helps us see things in their proper perspective. 
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Chapter 1, “The Province of Philosophy” (pp. 1–15), contends that the aim of philosophy is to think about the world clearly (avoiding confusions and nonsense) and comprehensively (constructing a worldview that integrates the knowledge of all the sciences). 

