Reading 22.  John Locke, Of Identity and Diversity

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Section 6

1.
What accounts for the identity of the same human being (“man”) over time?

2.
Why would it be strange to say that the soul accounts for the identity of the same human being over time?


II.
Section 8

1.
Why would a creature with a human body but with no more intelligence than a parrot be a human being?

2.
Why would a creature with the body of a parrot but with the intelligence of a human being still be a parrot?


III.
Section 9

1.
What is a person?

2.
What accounts for the identity of the same person over time?

3.
How far back does personal identity extend?


IV.
Section 10

1.
How is it possible for the same person over time not to be the same substance (the same thinking thing) over time?


V.
Section 11

1.
How does the example of an amputated hand illustrate the difference between substance and person?


VI.
Section 15

1.
If the soul of a prince, carrying with it the consciousness of the prince’s past life, entered the body of a cobbler, why would this being be accountable for the actions of the prince, and not for the actions of the cobbler?


VII.
Section 16

1.
What makes existences and actions of the distant past and the existences and actions of the immediate past belong to the same person?


VIII.
Section 17

1.
What is a self?

2. 
What make the little finger a part of the self?

IX.
Section 18

1.
If the little finger were cut off from the body and took all the individual’s consciousness with it, why would it be accountable for the prior actions of the rest of the body?


X.
Section 19

1.
In what case would Socrates and the mayor of Queinborough be the same person?

2.
In what case would it not be right to punish Socrates waking for what Socrates sleeping thought?


XI.
Section 20

1.
Why do human laws not punish the mad individual for the sober individual’s actions, or vice versa?


XII.
Section 23

1.
If one consciousness activated a particular body by day, and another consciousness activated the same body by night, would the day-being and the night-being be the same person? 

2.
If two different bodies were activated at intervals by the same consciousness, would the two beings be the same person?

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Is being the same person over time different from being the same human being over time?

2.
If we are always changing, are we ever exactly the same person from one moment to the next? Are we ever exactly the same human being from one moment to the next? 

3.
If an individual were to receive a total brain transplant, would that individual become the person from whom the brain came?

4.
Is someone who goes insane the same person as before the insanity? 

5.
Could the soul be what accounts for personal identity?

6.
Could the same person successively inhabit different bodies? 

7.
If there is an element that accounts for personal identity, must this element be unchanging?

8.
If there is an afterlife without a body, is the being that continues to live the same as the one that died?
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