Reading 23.  Marya Schechtman, Personal Identity and the Past

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Introduction

1.
What is Locke’s criterion for determining whether I am the same person as someone who existed in the past?


II.
Locke’s Argument

1.
What point does Locke make with his examples of the prince and the cobbler, Nestor and Thersites, and a person with one consciousness by day and another by night?

2.
How does the phenomenon of multiple personality disorder support Locke’s theory of personal identity?

3.
According to Locke, what two features, in addition to consciousness but linked to it, are unique to personhood?

4.
Why is a simple memory theory of personal identity too weak? Why is it also too strong?


III.
An Alternative Account

1.
According to psychological continuity theorists, what kind of self-conception is sufficient to determine personal identity? 

2.
What does Schechtman’s “self-understanding view” add to Locke’s notion of the kind of self-conception necessary to constitute personal identity?

3.
Why is the self-understanding requirement active, and not merely passive?

4.
Why must an adequate understanding of oneself include recognition of the influence of unconscious memories and psychological states?

5.
Why can the elements in one’s unconscious be considered experience?
Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1.
Can personal identity be explained by the presence of the same soul throughout one’s life?

2.
Can personal identity be explained by the continuity of the gradual changes in one’s body?

3.
If someone were to suffer total and irreversible amnesia, would he or she continue to be the same person?

4.
Does personal identity consist of a consciousness that connects memories of one’s past, one’s present experience, and anticipations of one’s future?

5.
Are unconscious factors an essential part of one’s personal identity? If so, can one ever fully understand who one is?
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