Reading 29.  Richard Taylor, Freedom and Determinism 

Outline with Study Questions


I.
Introduction 

1.
What two basic beliefs does Taylor begin with as he reflects on the problem of freedom and determinism? 


II.
Soft Determinism 

1.
According to soft determinism, when is voluntary behavior free? 

2.
According to soft determinism, what are the causes of voluntary behavior? 


III.
The Refutation of This 

1.
What is soft determinism’s response to the question of whether one could have acted otherwise than one did? 

2.
Why does this response not, in fact, show that one could have acted otherwise? 


IV.
Examples 

1.
How does the example of being controlled by an ingenious physiologist refute soft determinism’s notion of freedom? 


V.
Simple Indeterminism 

1.
How does the theory of simple indeterminism (the simple denial of determinism) attempt to defend free will? 

2.
Why is this theory unsatisfactory? 


VI.
Determinism and Simple Indeterminism as Theories 

1.
Why is determinism a more plausible theory than simple indeterminism? 

2.
Why is it impossible for those who accept determinism to deliberate about what they are going to do?

3.
Why is determinism incompatible with the belief that it is sometimes up to individuals what they are going to do?

4.
Why is simple indeterminism incompatible with deliberation? 


VII.
The Theory of Agency 

1.
What does Taylor mean by a self-determining being? 

2.
What are the two requirements for an action to be free? 

3.
What is additionally required for free action to be rational?

4.
Why is behavior caused by a psychological state (a volition, for example) not necessarily a free action? Under what condition would this behavior be a free action? 

5.
What does Taylor mean by a self (a person)? 

6.
How do the statements “My hand causes my pencil to move” and “I cause my hand to move” illustrate two different notions of causation? Why does Taylor suggest using a word other than “causation” for the latter? 

7.
How does Taylor’s theory of agency avoid the difficulties of simple indeterminism on the one hand and of determinism on the other? 

8.
How confident is Taylor about the truth of his theory of agency? 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

1.
Can there be an exception to the principle that every event necessarily follows from antecedent sufficient conditions? 

2.
Is one’s behavior determined if it is caused by a desire, and not by something “identical to oneself”? 

3.
When agents act, is it possible for them not to act on their strongest desire at the time? 

4.
Can determinists satisfactorily explain the phenomenon of deliberation by holding that deliberation is the necessary result of antecedent sufficient conditions? 

5
Does a belief in free will justify postulating “rather strange metaphysical notions” to justify the belief? 
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